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PEEFACE, 



Mx OB JEOT m un^Bit&kmg the Jouraey mto ^ 
portioa of wMoii is d^cribed m the following namtiT% 
mm to tmM the (Mlit apontefei t© soiill of 
Albf ssinia^ mi explore, m 4 €eM for Christianisaliott 
and ftrtttre colonisation, the healthy highlands which 
native reports lead us to believe exist in that part of 
the African continent. 

This I intended doing either by way of the White 
Nile and Sobat, or the Blue Nile and Didhessa. The 
latter was the one ultimately chosen ; but having been 
robbed in the Bahiouda desert, and detained three 
months in Sennaar by the rains, I was at length obliged 
to relinquish the undertaking for the time being, and 
seek an outlet for home* I thus proposed the journey 
through Abyssinia* 
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PBEFACE. 



As €i0 g^eml mt^rest is mw engaged i& M^smm^ 
I have thotigM it desimble, m order mot to delaf tlie 
reader, to start at Kliartwm. I had already prepared 
a few ehaf ^to m tte JowiM^ throiigh Dongola and 
the Bahiotida desert to Khartoum ; Biit these, at the 
wish of mf jsihlMiei^ loaf Ihe i^asom above slsted, 
I have sti|)premad* This e^splanatiom m tm^mf to 
account for the abrn^ptol^ with whiah the narrative 
begins* 

Hot imagining that Abyssinia and its 80#fis would so 
goon ^immmim^0!^mm^ I todfe no^ Botes cm the journey j 
htx% on arrival afc Aden, I gave my friends at home 
a tesef aceotttffc of my experiences ; and ihi% eftlarged 
by fresh draughts on memory, I ixmf pre^t to the 
public. 

In the Appendix on the Abyssinian Question I have 
endeavoured to give a brief story of the captivity, and 
have also tried to present a view of the difficulties our 
expedition will have to encounter in the invasion of 
Theodore's territory. I have also given my views as to 
the most practicable route for an army to reach his 
territory ; but as I have no experience in military 
matters, I feel it behoves me to speak with diffidence 
on such subjects. 
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The map of Abyssinia, which faces the Title-page, is 
for the most part constructed from Dr. Beke's, and is 
given principally with the object of showing my route. 
The colouring is intended to distinguish between fertile 
(green) and desert (yellow) country ; where water is 
abundant, and where it is gcirm* 

The sketch maps of my own route are simply drawa 
from memory, and consequently do not pretend to any 
great degree of aecutacy ; but I think they are truthful 
as far as giving a geaeral idea of the country passed 
through. 

HEHEf BCFTON. 

StreathaMj September 26, 1867. 
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NAERATIYE 

OF 

A JOUENEY THKOUGH ABYSSINIA. 



CHAPTER I. 

KSAJtTOUM: TO MESEDIMIIH. 

Departure from Khartoum — Myself and my donkey — Uncomfortable 
qtiarteTa--^Am% greed— In the mud — A fellow-traveller^ — ^El Mam 
in the Soudan — The Blue River — Tropical rains — Scorpions for 
bedfellows — ^The Nuba tribes and Nubia — Experiences with mj 
donkey — ^Kamnin< — Bfch fertility of the country — ^Al*ab hos- 
pitality— '^Adltm^S knife and fork — Amazons of Bast Africa — 
Arriyal at Sleselemieh* 

Aftee about a moritli's stay at Khartoum, I began to 
think it time to moye* The season was too late for boats 
to proceed up the Blue Eiver, so I had to adopt the 
land route along its banks^ and this I thought I might 
well do on foot ; but I still had a great weight of 
baggage, I wais obliged to ptimhase a donkey for its 
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mms^ hsM^ I tm^ m Bo^tIiwa«i4 
I wm hi^m mi MmMm& m umaEer 
thftt I had hem Howii fata % II© raJaf s©ia§c% 
wMch was now (July) abcmt B^ik% Jl^ap© 
always heralded by slight tornad^^v Ijl mi^ 4o 
cut a corner off I struck out at once int6 ilia dfesett 
which surrounds Khartoum, driving my donkey before 
me. There was no path, but I thought I knew suf- 
ficiently the direction I ought to take to insure my 
not leaving the river at too great a distance. After 
advancing for some time, the approach of evening made 
me begin to fear that if I persisted in cutting off corners 
I might not arrive at a village before dark, so I turned 
towards a clump of trees in the distance, where 1 knew 
the river must be, and after about an hpur reached the 
TiHage of Grereff on its banks, Jlaving got a man to 
assist me in unloading my donh^^f I tied him to a, tree, 
aoidthen spread owt nay straw mat on the grouieid> md 
&tm§&d tha ImQ <ia%s {p?mni§E^ ^ either md, 

night; fett mmm&^ fef iato 3% ioz%*#{igtt I 
mm Mw^mQd by the eonseiousii^ of feeling remark- 
ai% cold and UTOmfortable. After direaiaiily arguing 
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tha matter M mftmi isW "to wlmt it^a«flL<^ 
fee wMhi mm imt m mm^f^ X^l^^-mm to the 
coml^m It wm m^m ncft Ifess ^liaii jsm. 

WliBii I1iati sa€^M myself ol t&& feet, my first iitov6 l^a# 
to get underneath the bed, and this I managed by turning 
my straw mat into a coverlet, and lying down in the 
place where the bed ought to be. Not many coverlets, 
even when half an inch thick, as mine was, will stand 
torrents of rain, and the water soon appeared inside. I 
then made a move towards the side of a house a little 
sheltered from the wet, and had the cruelty to displace 
a number of goats quietly ensconced there, as I thought 
"the claims of humanity" the best. This, however, 
was of 310 avail, for it rained more heavily there than 
Anywhere, considering that each drop had a large pro- 
poxtioii of mud in it, gathered from the dusty roof* I 
now sought shelter elsewhere, but found boEO ; so after 
waaderiag about mote than half the xiaght, I tfoo% 

I spent part of the next day at the village^ for the 
groHUii soft to proceed, and shot a few pigeons 

for the benefit of the man who entertained me. This 
fellow had an eye to buaness, and wanted to do a little 
barter with his I^anjee visite In the §^ fi0m^ he 
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wislied to exchartge Hs old knoeked-up donkey for mv 
own. As X Bad been taken in once witii my donkey, 
he haTing what they call ahloob (wHch experienee 
interpreted to . me as short-wiaded), I thouglit I would 
keep ©lisar another worse barpin. He then offered 
me an old ^femal© ah^^ la isjnslateitkm \'ery much like 
his d<^key* He asked £1 for her, which, wm6 it not 
tb^t the poor oreatnre was; miiiw tfteth, hit^d one 
looi m the igra^^j was perhaps mt dfi^is, 

In th^ ^Bfmmn I reeommetwied ihj joHMey, m the 
h^st of «m had dried up tt© ifoad soim^hiat. 
Tmm^ mmm§ X came to the idiag^ of 0oha ; but 
when witMii a mile of i| my poor Mlow-traveller had 
the misfortune to Stick in the mud, and, finding he 
could not extricate himself, quietly composed his limbs 
under him, and lay down. This was very awkward for 
me, for by myself I could not get the load on to his 
back again, and there was nobody near to assist me. 
Moreover, the shades of night were drawing on, so there 
was nothing for it but to make up my mind to stop 
there. I fastened the poor beast to a bush, placed my 
baggage at the head of my bed, and my gun at my side, 
and lay down to sleep, not awaking till daylight. 

Next day I was overtaken by an old Arab from 
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Berber, whom, as he was travelling the same way as 
myself, and well acquainted with the road and people, 
I was very glad to join. At noon I had an interesting- 
conversation with some Arabs, with whom we stayed 
during the midday heat. They wished me to repeat 
the Mohammedan creed, La illah ila Allah wa Mo- 
hammed er-rasool Allah. " There is no god but God," 
said I, and then stopped. "And Mohammed is the 
prophet of God," continued they. " That I cannot 
say," I replied, " for I don't believe Mohammed was 
%]m |>rojplt# of God." Thej w&m graatly s1k)g1£^4 a-l 
tMs infidel 8m&a,m% .and c<mmm^ fe> $i;rgm the 
question in a matotter petty s^0a^ that la %hich 
most persons at tome wonld arga© htt t!h# tmths of 

I mh^ iki^mmkm I mw ih^k bigoti|r of |eli|lon 
ih^ wQ^ld }mm h^m had. |he|^ feeen kmi m Buxope, 
where ajl are Ghristaans, or in Cential Afriea, where all 
are heathei^t^ in neither of which countries do the 
geaea^itf of peojle kaow amyteig of Molwairied and 
Ms doctrines. They were silent, and only one granted 
lie would have been what he had been br<3it^M %p I 
went ffflpth.^^ aad ixA^ them to tef0e hmk to th^r owii 
pa$t Itiitor^ when, they were tat^ti^ Ikoyf they 



became Mohammedans ; and, to refresh their memory, 
said that when the sword was at their throat, and they 
were told to say La illali, &c., or die, they preferred to 
live, and said it ; and that if the French, who had once 
got a footing in Egypt, had come as far as to them and 
spread Christianity at the edge of the sword, they would 
have turned Christians also. I said, " You know nothing 
about the Holy Book of the Christians, and yet you 
condemn me as a liafer and Nazarene dog for believing 
in it; what you've to do is to compare the Kitab el 
Makudus (Bible) with the Koran, and seek for the 
truth ; this I have done for myself, and believe the 
Christen to be the superior religion/' They really 
aMiae ta bieliave m tli^ Bibie^ statiBg hawew that we 
Jiftf# ettttPQfteiS % Wa0$- ^ttm a verse, inahidiiig 
what tmrndm the four holy books : 

M Tmm$Mh^ M^ma . . * The Law of Moses. 

MLMmmmt%MmBmm4- » Tlie Psalms <)fD^tM* 

El Engeel betaa Eesa .... The Gospel of Jesus. 

El Koran betaa Mohammed . . The Koran of Mohammed. 

They say thai the prophet whom Mosea said ^Hhe 
Lord. God would raise up like to Mmself'^ wm Ik^ebee 
Mohammed. I have asked them sometimes whom ^ey 
consider gre^est^ fctts lOr Mohammed* Most ha;ve 



KHAETOUM TO MESELEMIEH. 



•7 



said Moliamiaed, but some few say Jesm Th&j belieTe 
timt Jestis will come at tlie end of ilm age, and destroy 
the Christians and Imo&m^ hut spate and Hess the 
IMeaieea. ThBf i^o is % peisjaeiixr 

€|f tihe Slcdaaaaamed^ to a*iae m latter whmn 
CM# & to dsiftroy at Wm mming^ 0iS Jews 

mttA lEiore tJupa ihe Oiiis&o% tibcm^ Jiidarstn ap^ 
pti^i^eg t^l^ ® lito. tShan Qteastianity can 

do* 1 was mncil annased by one wIlo asaei^Mi lhat the 
ourang'Ontangs were a tribe of Jews wbo had been 
changed by the Almighty into that shape for their 
unbelief. This is rather reversing Darwin's theory. 

The banks of the Blue Nile are richly clothed with 
vegetation. The land is much cultivated, the produce 
supporting a dense population as well as supplying 
Khartoum and other markets. Doura or maize is the 
principal cereal. 

The rainy season seemed now to have fully set in, and 
scarcely a day would pass without a hearty shower. In 
one of these we were caught when we were within a 
quarter of a mile from a house ; but nothing would 
induce the donkeys to face the pelting stprin>whiah was 
blown from the direction in which w0 w©*# pt^meMng. 
Immense numbers of small locmts wfere dtiYen by the 
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wind ittto i)m fe©ie^ whichf with the heavy rain, made 
m as w^ m mts^ f W to seek the shelter of some 
trees. We taileaded the doakep, and squatted dawji 
hehiiid the Tba^f eovering^ oaiselves with th& large 
straw mat. Th0 ^msHy h?>wever, did not a-tiate, so Itot 
we were eompletaly staked j to wate 3?TOing down m 
even filled our shoes. But with whaie'vet ^oimt of 
lar^feide we pv^ np f i^iir Itl* we- oowU ii^t eompte 
it wl& ifiie Stdte endurgKOtiee of put beasts. TwitcMiig 
tiieMr fw fegs up undeiii^lii theit bellies in a maun^ir 
which pLi o5Be ia mind of the confoffidS^s stedirig 
m l4ie iie# of a bottle, and tucMng their ta0s in be- 
tween their hind legs, 4^ef Imm^ titeir Itai^ tjo the 
storm, ^nd im^m budget tteoughont tl» w5iole of ii;s 
eontinuanee,, thtjij^h. it jacMPe iSmi m hour. The 
extensiYe whieh we had been pjeoeeeding 

appeared Iifee One vast lak% and objects a| •ihe ijhottest 
^itfeki^ee were perfectly' oonoealed from yiew %f the 
de^ndin^ t^ienite* Upon its ceasing, the old man, 
li^o wan a woodsman, drew out a hatchet, and began 
getting at the dry interior of a decayed tree near at 
hand, with which we had soon made a good roaring fire, 
that enabled us to dry our clothes and procure a good 
hot cup of coffee. By drying the wet branches of the 
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te^ nmt fit© fii^e we liaS sttffimeut fuM lo hmp It aliTe 
all night, foi* we ibad made up our ttiifais to sl@^|> ttoe, 
#16 ionkey s not being abl0 mfk nw4. I ^ept 
sotmdly enough, but ®oai?a^ ^tmM hm& iiyM m Md 
I known what I found out m €ie morning — ^that three 
scorpions had been my bed-fellows. The largest was an 
ugly fellow four inches long, and I found him in the 
very folds of my blanket. We found the road very bad 
after the rain, and I often had to walk barefoot in the 
mud. This was better than continually leaving your 
shoe at the bottom of a deep hole, and being obliged to 
fish it out with your hand. 

We passed in succession the villages of Gedid, Nuba, 
Masid, and Eltie. Gedid, like many other Newtowns 
(for such it means) which could be mentioned, seems 
now getting pretty old. It hag a market twice a week. 
The name of Nuba is; -^CfSglbly a relic of the great Nuba 
people, who gave the name of Nubia to the country 
south of Egypty th© remaiBS of whom in. addition to the 

h& traee^J the Httb% i^ho nm mmpf » sssajl %t^t 
oppomte Saijiw aad #ie m Nuba tribes, to iiia 
south of JKoi^ofm. Ifesid and Mtie have somi-weekly 
markets, and the former eontaiiis a mostjtte. 
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liai^i«!g %mu. iaf s m Kis t^mpey. X 'low to 
jjrocegii a,lw% aaS imd ioeea^fea. tit© next eveiiiiig to 
mnk mj ciM Mead i^ifcli m# ^aan, for my doakey took 
it Mto Itk jbt^^ tibcOUgii we ^er© near a yiUage, to cry 
" eaowg^ I" aJid sq^aat Aoiro tlie iiaid^e of a 
dtkitk 'w&oi. Though m idxibi f&irf imm$r 1 W«st 
doafess that da o^mdom I was g^leonglf aaelifted 
to indulge in Hfeebeth'f -i^^atable m$k m Mm wlio 
slionH tiilm tlte above «xclianalio3i, aaid I mm did 
Tent- my wrath in a few expletives in tlie animal's 
native Arabic. I was thus compelled again to sleep out 
of doors ; but this I should not have minded had not 
the people now begun to talk of lions and hyenas, which 
made me feel somewhat timid. Fear, however, eventu- 
ally gave way to sleep, and I was told next morning 
that my apprehensions had been groundless, for there 
were no wild animals in that neighbourhood. 

The succeeding day I reached Kamnin, the largest 
and most important place $ince leaving. Khartoum. A 
great quantity of soap is manujtew^ed here, which k 
much cheaper than the European quality, but not so 
good. 

As I proceeded I began to perceive a marked change 
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in the isB,^Em. Gi %h0 t^0iatl<m wMek d&ilm iiie mB.e of 
the f iyer* A greater variety of trees mih long creeping 
eaet^ plants Iianging {x&m. tfeieit ta^hesfj, aaid a ^jv 
re^rpon<iing grea"fer nttnrber and variety Mrdi, iiour 
toolc tliB place of the general desolation of the lower 
Nile countries ; and as the occasional storms of thunder 
and lightning only tended to make the air cooler and 
more salubrious, I began now to enjoy my walk with as 
great a relish as if it had been along the banks of the 
Ehine instead of within the tropics. I took it very easy 
in this district, seldom doing more than ten miles a 
day. The only drawback was the incorrigible nature 
of my donkey, who would persist in continually lying 
down in the middle of the roaij? sometimes making 
me wait an honr or two for some passer-by to help me 
reload again. 

On leaving Kamnin I got into the wrong path, which 
took me into the middle of a wood almost impenetmble 
from the ^osenem of the thorny? trees. But this was 
n<jl the woist, for in addition the soil was so soft we 
cojiMsea^e^y proceed, and in iae md the poor beast 
smk Amm *he whole length of his legs ; 1 literally 
Jiad to dig him out. Finding I could not proceed by 
that route, I returned to the nearest village and 



3.2 ABYSSINIA, 

Spent ihe mght there. I nmm h&d. mj MMmiif m 
finding accommodation at any of these Tillages, for 
Arab hospitality U proTerbial. Indeed, there is in most 
of them a hnt set apart for this reff pufpose^ in which 
every wayfaring man k at liberty to stay as long as he 
jn^y tMnfc p^'oper. In some of them a number of white 
boards ^ hung tipi m ^Mb% persons who have passed 
any ihm thm:& signify the same and tes#fy their paS- 
tade, 1 1^ $Q pleagied. wi^i the enstpm that I could 
not Ibrbea^ on on© oe^^n doittg ilrn mm% and wri&tte 
a fi&w words: i^- the following; efct fa JsraH®: 

"Henry Dufton, a Christian /#|ie«r (joca? fe&Teller), 
spent one night here. He renders thanks to God for 
the existence of such houses as these." 

Not only is accommodation thus kindly given, but 
the simple food of the people is also freely granted. 
It generally consists of a kind of porridge, called 
lukmeh, made of doura flour, which is served in a 
wooden bowl. Over it is poured a thick sticky sauce, 
made from melookyeh or harmieh, in which occasionally 
a little meat is found. The latter is generally goat's 
flesh dried in the sun, and afterwards rubbed into a 
powder. With the very poorest these additions are luxu- 
ries, and the luhmeh is only seasoned by salt dissolved 



in the DaiSdJe of the floor, and aromid it sqmt the 
wliole company, whose first moveweBt is to %%0h up the 
sleeve ; the second, to plunge the hand into the soft 
mass ,* the third, to bring it out full ; the fourth, to 
form what thiey hate taken out intorjs^ lafg© |>^#t j feoS. 
the fifth, to drop that pellet into the moiith. Then, da 
cct^o. I^t fitit had som© difficulty in acquitting my- 
i^lf itonbw?aMy itt ihes^ e^as^iss, 4nd my awlE^iM^dB^s 
would somyetim^ iiDLdil0^ a smiie §tfm th& test ; But 

-whm I ecmld purchase Tbiesad or mt&. I mvmk 
ferred it. I was not particular what Mtid of milk 
it might be — cow's, goat's, or earners, all came in 
acceptable. 

The following day my road lay in the direction of a 
place called Hellewain (literally two villages and I 
passed on the road another, called Eftah el bab (Open 
the door). As there was to be a market at the former 
I overtook many women proceeding to make purchases, 
who carried each a long double-edged sword, in order to 
protect themselves against robbers on the wa^y* Wmf 
persons in these parts travel without staae liieafiS 
of defence, and with the villagers the weapons gene- 
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rally consist of a long gun or swmd. They wear 
also a small knife on the arm, just aTbove ikQ dho% 
iikmgh. tMs is rather for convenience than protectioii. 
The arms of the wanting 4.tabs are the spear and 
shieM, awd^ gro^l of these p^ple form a very interest- 
ing sight to m Bijrojpean. On one oceasio%2iot sue- 
ieee^ing in reaching a TiEage- l^irre I.Q>ent the 
night in citte of their ^caflapments. It yim~ m a tetfedi 
part d a wood, mH co»m#ed of m^&l^^r of U^ls: 
teatSj l?Mch ^mtained also tfceit mrm and. ^oiEtiEes, 
1 felleire they lead this life h^e! w -orier to a?oi4 
Tijikisl. tikXfttlofi.. They are %reeiers of camels. 

The ahove me&,ns of protection are not the only ones 
carried by the people. They put much confidence in 
the value of charms, which generally consist in portions 
of the Koran, fastened up in small rolls of leather and 
suspended on the neck and arms. Little children have 
sometimes large bunches dangling fi-om their necks, 
which would probably weigh a pound or two. They 
say, moreover, that if water is made to pass over these 
portions of the Koran, and afterwards drunk, it will 
dispel disease. I saw one man who had met with an 
accident, and he attributed it all to his havmg left his 
charms at home. 
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A fortnight after my departure from Khartoum I 
reached Meselemieh, and here determined to stay and 
rest a little^ if only for the benefit of Neddy. It was 
with some difficulty I engaged a house, there being very 
few in the town to let, and then I had to pay rather 
exorbitantly, I took it only for ten days ; but the rains 
having now commenced in earnest, I was obliged to 
stay here twenty before I could get an opportunity of 
proceeding. 
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OHAPTBB IL 

MESELEMIEH TO WAD JCED^IffiW^ 

Meselemieh — Description of hut-building — Storks — Eastern sca- 
vengers — Neglect of sanitary precautions — ^Health breaks down — 
Sowing §m mm^^—Mmm liaiii <^^fm^ — ^t^aw MteseJemfeli — 
Donkey again at fault — Ludicrous situation — A generous offer — 
A rule for acquiring patience — Arrival at Wad Medineh — Stopped 
by the rains — Description of Wad Medineh — Kingdom of Sennaar 
— -ThtaieittoiaM-— Ify miode of living— Laid up. 

Meselemieh, though from its being a comparatively 
modern town it is not marked in most maps, is certainly, 
after Khartoum, the most important place in Gezireh 
Soudan ; much more so than Wad Medineh or Sennaar. 
It containi a population of probably 20,000, possesses 
a iftosque, and has a market the largest of its kind 
in tlie neighbourhood. It is situated about four miles 
from the Blue Eiver, in the midst of a flat country^ 
eoftsisting of a black vegetable soil. Some of the houses 
built of ^m-dried bricks and have flat roafe> but 
most of them are conical thatched huts- The latter are 
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made in the followijig wanner i — ^In tlm first place a 
^^ctaboul diaraeter Is^ described oil tl^ 

^iwpl and gtirrcmfi&d % Mmn^ emh a yard 

trees, tlm wkbM Ibemg covered «»atwlferd1y wiJi doiira 
stiUfe^^ fted tcpllmr Willi ft© Icaig eoiJS^ m ike 
foanks of tiie mrm^ Th^ w^: h IcMed in ^elefcm, gm 
the ground. A mt!^t<ii%mTm$ corresponding to iiat 
^ the posts, ateaaade eonfei^e at i^e tiD|ji sand are 
held in thig position by concentric circles of plaited 
twigs ; the whole being then raised to its position on the 
house, where it is fastened and made ready to receive 
the thatch of straw and grass. Not a nail or rivet of 
any kind is used in the construction of these buildings, 
and they are rendered totally impervious to the wet. 
Of course their disadvantage in comparison with mud 
houses is their liability to catch fire, one or two cases of 
which I have witnessed ; but they are generally built at 
sufficient distance not to endanger others, and a house 
of this description is rebuilt in a day or two* 

The roofs of these houses are in very many instane^ 
occupied by storks, who form their nests round the apex. 
I have often been interested in watching these birds 
when, coming from the river where they have been iix 

(V 
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mmsk <M food, they are greeted by tMf mMhg yoimg 
cdiM^i fe^ d^c^iii on 1» caificfflii pei^ The people 
nmm m^b^ th#m. Tfc& "^k^ Hs^mA uMm^^ aks^ 
with Tiilttires ; otitsida mmf towi ii^ttnlif^ <£ Ihfm 



for thesa bii^ds to degeeffii ^within a foot of your nose, 
and, seizing some refuse which may lie at your feet, 
mount up again into the air. Were it not for the vulture, 
the hyena, and the wolfish dog of these countries, the 
carelessness and uncleanliness of the people would 
inevitably result in bringing about the plague. These 
creatures are the only scavengers. 

Notwithstanding their great services, Meselemieh is 
very unhealthy. This is principally owing to the flat 
.nature of the country and its thickness of alluvial 
soil, which retains in a great measure the decayed 
vegetable matter resulting from heavy raius^ During 
the wet season the town stands, as it were, in a com-* 
j)lete lake ; and I have actually had tq wa4f© ^nMe* 
deep, for a quarter of a mile, in |»ijO©eeding to the 
market. There are also in the tofm Bljaiy lai?g0 1^ 
excavated for the clay wherewitlk ta Hkate lsrf<^| Ihfiy 
become the receptacle of all Mn^of filthy not excluding 
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wretclied laziness of tlie people induces to cMt in 
Beie tatber ihm pw^eised. a few yards fextiier to tlie 
ontskirts of tlie town* Near tM kmm m whMi I was 
residiJjg ^m:0 was one of ihi$ dascription, wiiieh migkt 
hme a d^h of ifly W w^ Ibo nio^t pa*! dif 
on mj ammL A lew days hmmm? ©a the 

inefta^© #1 ti# Jam% lite large receptacle WHs illed 
witli'wa^N^ mM |o feML a i§ 100 ya;3edsiii widt^ 
In wlwelt w»#; floating nntfilters deftd e^mrn^ t 
and wlien eventually the continuanee of the rains made 
it overflow, the stench thus carried in different directions 
was fearful. Hitherto I had enjoyed the very best of 
health, not having had even the slightest indisposition, 
but now I began to feel the evil effects of the unhealthy 
atmosphere, which showed themselves in diarrhoea and 
general prostration of strength. 

The country around Meselemieh is admirably adapted 
for the growth of the doura, yielding two crops in the 
year. While coming along I had noticed the peculiar 
way in which this is mmx. A mm goes before, holdiB|^ 
by a long handle a narrow WOoden spade, that at every 
other step he digs in the ground, at the same time giving 
it a sudden twist which forms a hole, in which two ot 
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three grdm <d tmm are dropped Ibf ^ Mih girl who 
foltowis' Itotl who after elmm ii wi^ her foot 

fh# whole is petfoifija^ v^sij" aMtlf, ^nd an m^e 
§M m0.f he thtts sown ia a ^r^rf short space of tCme. 

Bomtt photographic po^tt&lts picture hookij as 
well as a concertina I had with me, by th^ oalkd 
shaitan, or the devil, w^ a great source of amusenient 
to the people in my immeiibi© nei^ibottirhood, who, 
especially the children, would heset the house in crowds, 
and I was frequently invited out by my neighbours to a 
booza-drinking. But I was particularly amused when, 
on one occasion, my landlady came to me with a very 
earnest request that I would play for the benefit of 
another of her sex, whom she had brought with her. 
" Why," I said, " what makes you so particularly desire 
it ?" " Oh," she replied, " this lady fee wallad jil hatnha 
(is enceinte), and in our country we believe that in such 
cases music has a beneficial effect." With this powerful 
inducement I put the instrument on at high pressure, 
and I hope efi'ectually. 

My continued iU -health did not pirev^ me from 
pursuing my journey as soon as a %^mp>f mf oes^tion 
of the rains would permt% aud when I flioU^M #16 
weather had cleared up a little, I again saddled my ass 



and turned his face soutli. 1 liad not pTOeedledi &ip 
when I found myself on a road where the difficulties 
which opposed my animal's progress thickened in pro- 
portion to the thickness of the mud through which he 
had to make his way. I had got to a certain part of 
the road, where a man was holding by the horns a bull 
half mad with having spent the whole of the night 
up to his neck in a bog, when I was overtaken 
by a very respectable old sheik, on a well-conditioned 
donkey, the former of whom I had bec^ine acquaint^ 
with in Meselemieh, he having visited me to hear me 
read the Bible. He told me that I ought fe> hme 
dhjosen another rofwi, and advised me to retrace my 
step for pia?|08@. This I was proceeding to ^ 
wliea my mosfe imfortujisfet© m mpp^ oms& mm. 
Tim fifeeifc who was a few paces m imiaL% hmiAw^ 
iim m^mshf wite^l tt^xniag hii hesid saH tit $m i^iid^- 
tone to ham B^iftg hiold osf the %M t ^* Is fibat Ms 
donkey ihat*s gome^owa T " Yes," said the man ; where- 
upcm the old gentleman dug his heels into the sides of 
enviable beast he bestrode, and left the European 
to do what he could with his most tK)ublesome donkey* 
That unfortunate individual now began to ask assistance 
fbom his ecm^panitm the cowherd, who mm^ mtmhlj 



22 



ABTSSIHIA. 



said, " How can I let go the bull ?" The whole scene 
was certainly very ludicrous. I sat down and waited 
till some passers-by came to my assistance. 

That evening I reached the village of Tyibeh, the 
residence of the sheik of the district, Mohammed en-Nil. 
I was exceedingly well received by him, who came out 
to meet me with a bowl of sugared water, and, instead 
of the hut allotted in general for travellers, ordered his 
people to supply me with a house to myself, and with 
wJiatever food I should require. They wished my 
acceptance of a dandsel of seventeen. I declined with 
thanks, alleging as my reason that Christiaas did not 
Skilm what MohammedaM ftermitted. They marrelled 

hovf&Y^t^ y^nm t hsM stuck fast, and had been 
eampeEed m 1^ to ^ng^^ m mmel. If any 
of in;^ ftieiidg waiafe % le^ma d patience, I can Tccom- 
mend to them nothing better than to driye a donkey 
afflicted with cModb through tibie tropics dm-ing the rainy 
season. 

I now began to see that it was totally impossible fo 
proceed fartlier, and that I must make up my mind to 
pass the leam^ mmm at W«d Ife&ieh. I took a hmWf 
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therefo*% hj montji^ sattiled down for 

Wad m Mnk of tfee Blue 

BiTer, mm toofantly, during lite ^jafrsfeaar dynasties, a 
place of greiA mk^ smd im^Mmiiie. Tkk m ^mm 
by tlie immense quantity of ruins whicli meet tlie eye 
on every side. During the administration of the Turks, 
however, it, as well as SenDaar the capital of the district, 
has sunk into comparative insignificance. The popula- 
tion was estimated to me as 10,000, but I should think 
my informant much overstated it. The soil being 
sandy and the ground undulating, it does not retain the 
wet so much as the country around Meselemieh — con- 
sequently it is esteemed more healthy. For the same 
reason^ however^ it is not so well adapted for cultivation ; 
lience the surpassing importance Meselemieh has as- 
sumed, situated as it is in tiiia midst of a vast doura 
distoi^ict. Wad Medineh possesses barracks for the 
a^eotoimjQd^tiott pf a few Jiundred Turkidx soldiers ; also 
a bazaar and a moisque* 

The celebrated Mngdom (M B§nmm M nms^mm^r 
of the living ^6 femiteeiicfti 0£ mme 

lii© dim iuh^Wmi% M mm extended tea the 
mdghl)Otirfiood of Eordo&n to the shores of the Bed 
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Sea, aatlcoi^ oa ^ nmMx to the eonfines at 

Egjrpt m #e mA Thm hmmm ccmirf hm hm^ 
tii0 lime of Mjdhm^mA^ mM^ m pmmBmi 
of $m !l!a$ks, or, to speak more e6i!fs<rf%v ^mmm 
a trlfetitaif of the Egyptian goveraffli^sl^ -gjilH 
jection of the natires to b?^ broiigM s^mak '^s^kM ik 
toee struggle, that in some outlying dirtrii^g is mm 
now maintained ; and even those wlio haye suhmitted 
still bear a deep hate against their oppressors. It was 
the knowledge of their aversion which partly induced 
the King of Abyssinia to send his threatening message 
to the Pasha of Egypt, stating that as Emperor of 
Ethiopia he had a right to the dominions of his ances- 
tors — meaning thereby Sennaar and even Dongola. I 
cannot think, however, that though the natives hate the 
Turks, they would prefer a Christian sovereign in their 
stead. I once heard a native of these parts utter a 
devout wish that God would extirpate the whole Makada, 
as they here term the Abyssiiiian nation. Tjbe ^vent of 
an Abyssinian invasion was, nevertheless, considered 
sufficiently probable to indiice the despatch of Musa 
Pasha from Cairo with an army of 10,000, whose daily 
arrival was expected at Khartoum while I wm there. 
The rains vrere scarcely so formidable as I had 



MESELEMIEH TO WAD MEDINEH. 



25 



imagined ; for though it was manifest by the ^jfef - Ihiat 
there was always rain in the neighbourhood, we were 
only visited by it about once in two days. Thunder and 
lightning were, however, occurring every moment. The 
sandy soil of this neighbourhood abounds in vitreous 
concretions, apparently the result of the lightning 
entering the ground ; and a native told me it was not 
uncommon for houses to be struck by the electric fluid. 
Notwithstanding such occasional accidents, the perio- 
dicity of these stpjmi Sieves to destroy that sense of 
fear with which we ourselves are apt to look upon these 
displays of the power of Nature. 

Th& house I had eagaged v^fm a brick-built one, 
very commodious, and was possessed of a small yard 
in front, in which I tethered mf mB* As I had no on© 
to attend, upm. im, I Iwii i/a go, ^reirf to market 
to m^0. joay purch^% » SM<^ «c5!eiy^ons WiWi 
lock nay door and take tfee key wi% 3m. Tk& door- 
locks in ikm Eagt are of a very peculiar ^)|g(Qi4|>^on, 
consisting of a kind of large sq;uaa'e wooden bolt on the 
outside, which is so constructed as to receive on its 
insertion into the Jamb of the door three small iron 
p^, which drop into It firom above. Tim bolt is pos- 
sessed also of a groove, al(a% wlleh, m opening, a 



wcK>ifett leeyis mn/hmmg thf0& iron ^^ixsii is il 
corresponding to the otliers, and by wtMi lltise laftter 
are raised, and the bolt thns allowed to be witMra^. 

I had sold my kitchen utensils at Khartoum, out of 
respect to the feelings of my donkey, and so now pos- 
sessed no convenience for the preparation of food, except 
a solitary coffee-pot. In these large towns, however, 
public ^^dining-rooms" are not difficult to find, and 
cafes are also plentiful. In the early morning I would go 
to one of these latter and get a finjan of coffee, which 
notwithstanding its being d la Turque, that is, very thick, 
and without sugar and milk, I always enjoyed. This 
cafe noir is at all times very refreshing, ^nd preferable 
to every other beverage on the desert journey. 

It. IB customary amongst the Arabs to eat in the 
morning a kind of pancake called /a^66r, which is soaked 
in liquid butter and eaten, as usual, with ikm ijagels. 

of water being used to wash tha Imals^ ^ste ikh 
T&p%%%y a bowl of saw^ii^ % fa^d mmi^ im wllili, 

mbbed ; it answers the purpose ttiueh better* At 
vma lyod mm^% jeesfeshops are ofea with ihm 
penny dishes of stewi^ mm^ m goat's fleA^ Im^ ma 
general way, I preferred milk and bread, both of wMoh 
are remarkably cheap here. 
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I was greatly troubled while at Wad Medineli with 
a disease common in the Soudan, breaking out in sores 
on the legs and feet. Even the animals are troubled 
with it. The slightest scratch would become soon a 
running sore, which would remain incurable for two or 
three months, eating a large hole into the flesh. One 
on my left foot, occasioned simply by a tight shoe, gave 
me the most excruciating pain, confining me three 
weeks to my bed. My books were at such times the 
only consolation I had. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

WAD MEDmHH: TO MAmMMAH. 

Leave Wad Medineh — Ferry over Blue Eiver — Aboo Harras — 
Ba^toi t0wflH-4#dii la desert— Bifli&ad — A 

waste, howling wilderness — Prairies on fire — Thunderstorm — 
Water-cure — Hyenas — Arrival at Gedarif — Open-air market — 
Goptio hospitality — Attacks of agtje — Move on — ^fnedrrigiMe 
nature of my donkey — Rich country — Cotton plantations — Large 
doura — ^Bruce — Ras el Feel — Gallabat — The Tokruris — Matam- 
mah — Shtim of the village — River Atbara — Rich flora — Hyena 
resurreetidMsf (^Arrival tf ffce Fi^noii eonMuI. 

About the 1st of October I quitted Wad Medineh for 
Aboo Harras, on the opposite banks of the river, a 
little below the junction of the waters of the Eahhad 
with those of the Blue Nile. I had about five miles of 
the river's western bank to traverse before reaching the 
ferry, through a tract covered with thick jungle in the 
jiehest lm«.rian©e^ md almc^t imii^netirabk^ — ^the re-^ 
treaty I wm: iaiflmei, ^ awteali* '^SkmB isere 
nmmil teli «t to imf^ m^^ the noist ^il^tai© ^s^^ 
tmding the shipment of donkeys, eattlei and the animal 
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lean, wa^ beyond description, and "Whm l*aaad we 
were so jostled together tlmt I gtood in great d«fitg®t!' of 
having my toes trodden off. The river, whiieh fe liere 
nearly half a mile broad, was very high, being swollen 
with the rains, and rushed by with tremendous velocity, 
carrying with it great quantities of driftwood, torn 
from the trees in its upper course, and occasionally 
whole trunks might be seen. These are fished out by 
the natives for firewood. 

We had crossed over, not to the town of Aboo Harras, 
but to its market, which is held about two miles farther 
north, for the convenience of other villages which there 
occupy the river's bank. I had, therefore, this distafPee 
to go before I reached it, my road lying over a number 
of sand-hills for the most part void of vegetation, 
except km0 ikevB a thorny acacia, presenting in 
this tespaet a curious contrast with the opposite bank, 
mkm& wiM Itisijjlaiice of foliage looked beautiM amm 
the^i^ str^^ A ficdilmj pJMi ^if ten 
amito the houses of the town, and forms a promment 
is afp«jto^a^ it* 

AbooMafflg, Mm Wad Melili^h^rife iii occu|^iHg 
nol hall of its teller extest lm$0 mounds 

of earth round the town indicate to have been con- 
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sideraHe. As the crude suiirdried brioks used in the 
constKM^ioitt Cf bc^^Here cajmot be employed a secoiid 
time for sucb a pTii^gase,: it %e c^stoiQ, when a bouse 
h&^m i0 dee&y, to build another alo:^^^ of It* Keiice 
it is that these'tawa^^ jsresejit th#r ^)»t"4ilapldatisd 
pe&smB&i Sm^im result bIso m tbe edntiaued increaii^ 
of lev&l &<m tlie aecumulataom of tMs dibrisj so that 
onei^ n«»dy always judge of the df atgwai by it^ 
heighl IKany of tbe towjis of Egypt aM HttM% and Bueh 
a,8 Wtwi, UMin^ ^ttd Aboo BMraS in these parts, are 
examples of this; Khartoum and Meselemieh, being 
comparatively new towns, still retain their low level. 

Two gentlemen, Messrs. Hausmann and Eipperle, 
whose acquaintance I had made in Cairo, and who had 
left that city a little before me with the object of 
establishing one of the Apostel's Strasse Missionary 
Stations at Aboo Harras, ignorant like myself of its 
great decline, were surprised to find it almost unin- 
habited. So much for the value of most maps of these 
countries. Aboo Harras, with perhaps scarcely 3000, 
stands out in enormously big letters, while Meselemieh, 
with 20,000, is not even marked. Its only importiKDiC^ 
now is, that it is the place where caravaiis leave the 
Nile for Gedarif, Taka, and Abyssinia. 
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I Md to staf imi 4af s hm% duriiig whkk I safe^ 
nadk from genergt I seareely in a li 

state, therefore, whm X fotitid catnels, to proceed^ Irtil 
the desire M <^»ifitimg my journey iJidil^sed nae to 
leave. I had a companion in an Arab merchant, and 
we were afterwards joined by many others on the road ; 
for here travellers band together for the sake of safety, 
and as a guarantee against robbers. All these districts 
are occupied by wild Arab tribes, amongst whom the 
Shukerieh have the pre-eminence. I had a letter to 
their sheik, Sultan Aboo Sin, as he is called here, 
which Mustapha Aga of Luxor had given me ; but as 
his residence was much farther to the north, and out of 
my route, I did not present it. He is said to be a 
magnificent fellow, more than six feet in height, and 
with a long stfow-white beard. He was one of the last 
to hold out against the Egyptian invasion, but at 
length, tired out by an nnexjnal contest, sent in his 
submission to the Pasha* 

Al nmn ^lm Mmb d^ #0 i^dbed the banks of Ihe 
MM^^^ mk$m tr^ stof jed to Ml &6 wati^-^kim ^ke 
Balihai h a mem narrow stream, runnii^ between Hgh 
banks, but quite ttnnavigable* B has its sourees 
in the mountains of Abyssinia, near to its i^ter str^m 
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tibia Bender; and tliaj eontmue in a pamllel cotirse to 
tlie Bin© Bk^m^ iibm^ mt nnitittg ibm waters, as 
represent^ In IBmm^ wom^^ Towards M^xb we were 
met by ftstoite caraTaaii tai0 of wjbcte j&y Me^.i 
ikm wmsdmmi^ t^m^L a letter lli® efel Ms 
"w^^^i^e^Mi deaS* did not tate tlie 
at to "heart, assuring me thoA %0 fcad a p^ertfr at 
Meselemieh, as lie fonnd Ms. jap^iaigain^ nray^ mtwe 
eoB^fsnlac^ to tafe a wlib wife Mini^ereter 

lie went. 

On leaving the Kahhad we had to traverse six days 
of desert ; and a desert one of the worst in these parts, 
not so much from the want of water, but from the want 
of shade for the noon-time rest. I was excessively weak 
and ill, having scarcely eaten anything for a week, and 
yet I had not the slightest appetite. Water was all I 
could take. On one occasion I thought I was near my 
end, for I was seized with a terrible feeling of heaviness 
and giddiness in my head. Whether it was the effects 
of a sun-strokej or the result of excessive weakness, I 
cannot sa^y | m hour or two and it had pa^ed away. 
But the sun was insufferably hot, and in my agony I 
searoely Imew what to do. When the time for rest 
came I conld scarcely descend fronx the camel, I was 
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SO weak, and ihm I would! throw mjmlf down lbeiiea4;li 
tlm mookerj of a diade afforded hj some stuEted btis!i 
pr long gmss,. rolling my^liead in a blanket as some 
fnrtlier protection ^^mMb the rays of fire darting 
down from tlie tertical snn. Other Enro^eans whom 
I saw aiterwds $0^[i$d oi the hardih|p& md snffisr- 
ings they 1mA mdw^ &L %h d^ri^ slid ^e heaps 
of j]j^yH# on the r#4iade maiMI %lm wj^&tB wimm 
W^ftme Itaii stiiepii^3bed to its hoirroi^f 

I had now .ente^^i a mnntry mtteh different from 
that which I had hitherto trayersed. Unlike most 
deserts, the ground consisted of a soft black soil like 
garden mould, but perfectly incapable of affording 
sustenance to a single tree, and supporting only a long 
reedy grass, which sometimes attained the height of a 
man on horseback. This in many places had been 
fired, and it was a remarkably fine sight at night to 
witness tracts of country of miles in extent of a perfect 
blaze, which the most copious rains would scarcely 
serve to extinguish. 

The fourth evening we were overtaken by a fearful 
Stofin^ which lasted all night. The heavy torrents oi 
rain were accompanied by flashes of lightningj, ifflme* 
diately snceeeded by terrific peals of thunder, diowing 

D 
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that me were in th© vttpy iiL© electrfc dis- 

charge. The lightning would gometimes isdi ft few feet 
fecm iiiie gEOniHi, and in tJie T-eiTf loidst j&f W company, 
la^&eie hot elmat^ the am«nmt <sf el^cfen^ii' iio: the 
alanesphete is imm#jiBe; I hai^e soMetimes seen M 
many as fifty flashes m k tniftTlte, All my things were 
soaked, and as I soon lost my shoes in the mud, a 
great part of the night I was ankle-deep in water, as 
well as not having a dry thread about me. With all 
this, however, I did not feel cold, and after it was over 
seemed to feel much better. Hydropathists might be 
justified in calling it a water-cure. 

The following day we reached Jebel Atash, or 
Thirsty Mountain, and stayed for the night at its foot. 
Here it was discovered that one of the donkeys of the 
company had decamped with a load of cotton goods on 
its back, and a party of three or four immediately re- 
turned to look for it. In the meanwhile I lay down 
to rest, but Ixereupon was told. I ^lisfe mot #le©p that 
t^hi o» ^^^Gimt^ the kfmm wliidb: Juifest the ifeigh* 
b^iuiheioS ; \mk m X hsd ^0 tmt the Might befoire, I 
did mt see the m^l d' allowing y& Bobbed el 

it m^n^ time, especially as we had adopted the 
precaution of discharging a round from our guns as a 
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slight Mni to wild beasts in the rmimtf of our 
being prepaa^d^ |o pT© thmi # mm tee^j^ioa ^toiiM 
they mctel m Al?«^a| ^lase Mnm aflai^ the party 
^wfeo Wl gQKe itt ^e^twit of #0 lost iao^^f t^wm&d^ bijt 
mtliotit Ih^ beast. iKb doiibt the fom mtml Ml 4^ 
prey to the laughable " hyenas, as Mrs. Brown would 
have it. Another day and a half and we arrived at 
Gedarif, our destination, 

Gedarif, a little south of the ancient Mandera, and 
100 miles south-east of the Blue Eiver, is situated at 
the foot of some low hills which form the prelude to 
the high mountainous country of Abyssinia. It consists 
of a number of scattered villages, the principal called 
Hellet es-Sook^ or the market town. This is held twice 
a week:, and. is axceedingly well supplied. These 0|^ji'* 
air marfc^te^ a great ixnmb^r of winch I have seen 
dwring my wanderings, are a very interesting siglil to 
a stranger. One pyrt is devoted to the sale of ««ni0is:^ 
cidbtlsi sheep^ and ; mm%hm to that of com and 
doi^ I Iti3yffth©% mUk and Imtte^ ; i»olher, raw eottom, 
iilesj 1?h0 bul^iir km mm^ m the 

spot> whether o% she#p^ m m^mt 1?hd mmd is killed 
somewhat dr^rently $mm &0 for it may well be 
imagined that a camel with merely its throat cnt might 
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be a long wMle in %iBg; "fh^f thm^te adopt tei&oi^© 
of stjiMug it with a long Isaife at once to the heart, 
having preTjoosli- imkm: mm to tie his long legs in a 
maimer iMi he arnxM mem* Tim test of the majket 
k monphi. hy the stallt of the linendraper — ^if go he 
may Im oallfed— -who, as is wt vmi^omm^ wjiii m m 
-eomiitiy towns, is grqtsj^t as wdil*. ^t is also a staple 
commodity in -the iGfed^rff market, being bwgM &om 
the coasts of the Eed Sea, by way of SottaMm lEilM 
Kassala, and hence transported to Matammah and 
North Abyssinia. Much coffee and sesame pass 
through here on the way to Souakim. 

Geddrif is on the high-road which connects North 
Abyssinia and the countries on the Blue Eiver with the 
Ked Sea at Souakim, and so with Egypt and Arabia. It 
is very much frequented by merchants and hajjis (pil- 
grims), and on the whole is considered pretty safe. One 
case of murder, however, happened a short time before 
my arrival — that of a Greek trader. It was alleged that 
h^ had been, MUed by a Hon, but the evidence to the, 
contrary was too great to admit of the supposition. 

The house of a Copt Jiam^ Maaiim Greopgis is gi^e- 
raily open for i^a mmmm^M^i^i of Mm&j^m teb 
Toilers, and tliere consequently I went I was kindly 



WAT) MEDIHEH TO MAfAMMAm 



37 



received and welcomed until I should have occasion to 
go forward. This I am sorry to say I was unable to do 
for a fortnight, for I had no sooner arrived in the house 
than I was seized with a fit of ague, which continued 
daily for more than a week ; and how much longer it 
might have lasted I cannot say, for then a young Greek 
gave me a dose of quinine, which happily put a stop to 
it. It generally came pn about 2 p.m., the ague lasting 
about an iiour^ being succeeded by three hours' fever, 
and ending in a profuse perspiration.. It rendered me 
excessively weak, so t^hat I could not ereii 'Sitr Hj|^l«it 
was obliged to keep my bed all dskp t was aJao 
troubled with what I tcwik t& be tiie ^efifeots <rf a Bm* 
stroke, but it may haw. mmfif been ilm result of the 
weafe tteAe I was jto. d&f yfhm I went to the 
market Id see tkmi WiSug a mMel^ I felt a sudden 
blindness, a film eomiaj| oyer my ey^ wM{^ prefe^BlBdi 
me from distingui^ing obje^B ^1 half a ya,rd's ^staa^. 
This lasted for mtm than an hour, dnrfng which Mme I 
wandered about gcojang for the houses an^ till the 
dimness had passed away I was utterly unable to fin^d 
it^ thpngli it was cmly S% yards off. 

-Bfeting at last^eseeded in engaging a camel, I left 
^ed^f for llfttoinma% four days' journey to €ie son#k* 



We started at midnight, as tlie eam^l-dfiTer se©m©3 in 
a great hurry to get forward. These people are mxf 
fantastic and arbitrary in their way of travelling, some- 
times hurrying you on both night and day for no 
earthly reason except their own caprice, at others stop- 
ping two or three days at a place merely for the sake 
of visiting friends or of a booza-drinking. I got so 
vexed at last by this irregular manner of proceeding 
that I thought it high time to have a will of my own, 
and when they used to come to shake me up at 2 or 3 
o'clock in the morning I told them I would not budge 
till daylight. My weak condition made these irregu- 
larities the worse to bear. 

Two hours before daybreak we stopped at ^ plac& 
to fill the girbas with water, and while thus engaged 
my dreadful donkey^, which was still with me^. ttoigl^ 
pen*sio»ad off as it were, took iit into his head lo 
reccmti^feta?© li^. MM m^ m a ^ihf of #if©© hmx$s 
mth^i (m nighty fewllmg in ilmi m^w^^m^mf 
]|t#e^ caiig^ about a laile off takiBg an e^iriy' 

brestefe^ by Wmidf^ pet fectty regardless of iha smmij 
WjS: Imd suffered on bis aceouni 

The appearance tfe© country was now beaiitifoL 
The farther we advanced the Mils beaame Mgher and, 
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higher, cIotM thelif gtji3afli% witji fdli^ h. every 
Tariety of greea. iftias Isa^ ^ml# wmmS. the 
face of the earth. The iowlitm^s: were richly culti- 
vated, ahounding in plantations of cotton, sesame, and 
doura ; and here, if anywhere, extensive cotton growing 
may be tried to the best advantage. Any amount 
of land may be had for nothing, and when it has 
been cleared of the thorny trees and long grass, it is 
in every way adapted to the growth of the plant. 
Some of the plantations I passed were very extensive, 
and perfectly white with the cotton. The simplest way 
of clearing the land is by means of fire. The long 
reedy grass is so thick and strong that 9. person might 
his back against it without its ^viiig way, and it 
is qpllt Mj^enetrable to either mm 0 animals. The 
trees are also very numerous, and, even when the fire 
has done its work, much laboiai if i-eq^ioiced in extir- 
pating the roots* There ttpg gveat #jee5i0Si% Imw 
ever, to- a» Mm&^m settling here— the fir§| heiag Ijie 
insalubjaty of the climate:, the ^eond: the dijS&culty in 
oht^iiiug free labour. The O^man im^oi^rieef at 
Matammah received ft d m^^mj from a Manchester 
firm to induce them to try cotton-growing, but I have 
not heard of their having succeeded. 
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Midway betw^ea BeM^ atot M^mn^Tsi is ^^k% 
a large village 8«m«l»ie<J hj ^sii tot* |)fe^iiwm 
The doura of this district ^m- filitit I Tm£ mmi^ 
rising frequently to a height of ten or twelve feet, and 
possessing ears or spikes of corn a foot long, and a 
pound or more in weight. In reaping, the ears only 
are cut off; the stalks are left standing to serve as 
fodder for the cattle, the strongest being used in the 
construction of houses. A bunch of doura is not un- 
frequently found suspended from the roofs of the 
houses as a specimen of the last crop, or perhaps as 
a charm to ensure a favourable one the ensuing season. 
Tlie young green stalks are sometimes chewed by the 
people as a substitute for sugar-cane. I had to stay 
at Doka two days to please the camel-driver, who 
objected to go forward until companions for the road 
wera fornnd^ alleging that the country was dmgBTOW 

I mm now on th® msd traireJrseii Bme@5i sud #0 
dfekii^ 1 was passing ^wsm€ la %h time the 

AbjmiMm ^oflace^ ^ ©1 and the goveni^ 
msBEb of % w^is aoaferred by iim Imig upon the British 
traTeUer Mmself . It is in the possession of the Tokriiris, 
negro Effiitolfmnts from Cefitral Africa. They mostly 
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have come from Dm^m nmi Bar B&hij, and tlieir 
original object appeats to have been simply the pil- 
grimage to Mecca; but finding on their way to the 
Holy City this fruitful country almost uninhabited, 
on their return they settled here, first in small 
numbers, then in greater, until the country, some 
hundred miles in extent, fell into their possession. 
But they had not settled long in this district before they 
excited the animosity of the Abyssinians on one side 
and the Turks on the other, and it is only on condition 
of a tribute paid severally to Abyssinians and Turks 
that they are suffered to remain. The province now 
passes by the name of Gellabat, and the seat of govern- 
ment, vested in the hands of a sheik or shum, as he 
is here called, is at Hatammah. Here I arrived the 

I wmi ^ mm ttj ike hmm-^ mj Qmmm Mesml, 
ULt^ WmBmm&f^M^ m^h Mb i3©iisfam£»i> had msi^Bd 
to e^Misli $ Missionary sta-tion her% after relinqaish- 
ing their ideas of Ahoo Harras. There is no dooW hut 
that MMamtmik possesses immease^ advantages over 
Aboo Hams for this ptttpose, for it is better J0|r|il$t#| 
the pecj^ ^^mtt0L Moslems, are more suse^j^^ to 
Cliristfcoi Itistf fl^ton^ md here ih% Ux)^m§s$ of tha* 
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part of tlie Sotidffli laal^an Lake Tebad md Eordofett 
may Tbe acquired prepamtof to extended labow m 
thMB 'mm^^mr pm^^ism^b^ m the anliealii^ 
nis0 ii ik& elim^e ; hni mm Mm h &mmfkB$ eom- 
imsated for by the mdm^ <rf ^TOfetos of 
Abyssinia, which fytm m lioitoi Mii^Qitos; in csas 

Though the name of Matammah, or even fliat of 
Gellabat, does not appear in Bruce, it may be identified 
with his Hor Cacamoot, the Valley of the Shadow of 
Death, the name of which is no great promise of the 
agreeableness of the place. In appearance, however, it 
is very far from being disagreeable, situated as it is in 
a wide fertile valley, through which courses a small 
stream on its way to connect itself with the Atbara, a 
few miles distant. The town possesses perhaps 500 
huts, the largest occupied by the shum, a good-natured 
negro, who is the acknowledged head of the Tokxxai 
colonists. He 10 Or very active man, always super- 
intending in peri<34i any building, clearing of ground, 
and su.oh like improvements taking place in the village, 
and on one occasion X saw him with a besom sweeping 
up mbbiah around Mi hut He is not. without 
eert^ kind of dignity, howerc aai^ when hehaldshis 
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levee lias a iiiificAer of^ scMi^ mik 4x0mu mmis mi, 
muskets around Ms divan. Th& time ivhm Ife is will- 
ing to give a hearing to complaints or to receive 
visitors is always signified by the loud beat of kettle- 
drums. Whenever he goes out he always has a fore- 
runner, called the shum's mouthpiece, who bellows out 
in a most horrid yell his intimation of the great man's 
approach. 

Matammah is an important place, on account of its 
situation on the high-road to Abyssinia and its being 
the last place on the frontier. It has a great Market 
for cotton, horses, mules, and cattle. Cotton is suppUed 
to Abyssinia, being the growth of the district between 
Gedarif and Matammah | the Hve stock is brought down 
tea %lm. fmmm mmttf. A hw' Bk^wm me mM hme^ 
being kept in private houses^ where the purchases are 
transacted. 

Wtm milm from MikimiXhkk linki of the Atbara 
fare; xewtiie^ whick is heve a broad rapid strealiij ^^sMiBg: 
tJirotigh a eoimtry mh in its flora, poss^sing amongst 
other trees tlie baobab, syeamore, and a kmd of cedar. 
Its banks abound witb every variety of mid beast — ^tbe 
elepbant, lion, rhinoceros, and hyena.' Grazelles, ante- 
J(^, and giraffep are »lso fonnd. The hyena is evojy- 
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wk&M atoaf hpm m mmmmL m dogs with us ; toofeeis 
6t them p;(mimg aMal hmmm at niglit. WMla 
lying ixx h^d X fimiMi <d^n ^k&m sfitiffiiig on the 
outside for some bone m refuse fhat might have hemk 
thrown out during the day. As the people do not dig 
deep graves here, it is not uncommon to see many of 
these emptied of their contents by hyena resurrec- 
tionists. They are cowardly animals, and seldom 
attack men ; but I was told of two cases at Matammah 
— one of a maniac who was wandering out at niglit, 
and who was killed and eaten ; the other that of a 
woman, but she was only bitten. 

The kind reception given me by Messrs. Hausmann 
and Eipperle induced me to prolong my stay, and while 
here M. Lejaaji^ the French consul, on his way to Im 
post in Abyssinia, arrived. We of course agreed to go 
to^&er> Of father, I should say, he kindly allowed me 
10 .$i00ompany him. M. Lejean is well known in the 
geogfaphical world by his topographical researches in 
the Bannlmii principalities, but moi6 so by his having 
mfmn^ i?i& m ewpe^ilmn^ Mmm&t ilm- 
Bomm» Ih© ^Ic^^ mcWtiiStoding its lamhg 
failed, has fiirnished us with mnch inforiEiation relative 
to the western branohes oi the White Eivei^ and thB. 
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interesting tribes which occupy those countries. In 
accepting the Abyssinian consulate, M. Lejean had an 
eye to exploration and research in this interesting 
country, and, as will be seen, he afterwards had good 
opportunity for accomplishing his object. 
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CHAPTEE IV. 

mTAMMAH TO TCHEtGA. 
Enter Abyssinia — Ill-defined frontier — The Switzerland of Africa— 

view — Teff — Again on the march — An European a rara avis — 
Custom-house authority — Abyssinian inhos^jitality — In nuhibus— 

Cfeial ^fl^ ii' iMk^^^mm^-^Mm 9Nh^ir--%ipd»^ 

of natiiri6s— Musmilar Chr istianily. 

In the afternoon of November 24, 1862, in company 
with M. Lejean, the French consul, I left Matammah 
in the country of the Tokruris for Abyssinia. The 
frontier is yery indefinitely marked ; but as for four 
days the country is almost uninhabited, there is no great 
necessity for an exact line of division. The Eiver Coang, 
situated midway between Matammah and Wekhni, the 
first village of Abyssinia, is the most natural boundary. 
The possibility is, that King Theodore still lays claim 
to the Tokruri country as being propejlj ft part of 
Abyssinia, and an Aby^iniaaa sovereign hm perhap 
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a greftfe^ ri^i to it than a 'Fads:, hut tlxe tribute^onej 
ffitti 4]^fad of Egyptian arms lias ijitterto i^e#pained 

tmi i^M retf Wmm^ mw w^maiM0g ^ steep 
jaaoii^^ BOW d^e©!«3iiig iaio it deep valley- Tkm 
country was magnificent, far surpassing anything I Mel 
previously seen. The high mountains of the Scotch 
highlands, covered with the fertility of the Rhine-land, 
would best represent it; but the vegetation was of a 
nature quite different from that of the Rhine, charac- 
terised as it was by the luxuriance of the tropics. Once 
the road skirted the side of a mountain the summit 
of wliich, raised 1000 feet above our heads, looked 
down into a deep valley another thousand below our 
feet. On the opposite side of the valley the land 
rose to a similarly steep eminence which, in one part, 
connected to that on whicli we stood by a low okmi 
of mndul^tiiig. gr<mmd.^ so th^i a pmlty little ste^ # 
tlte boito^j like m mlver f^eM. h. 1k0 '^k^'h^^^^ 
the uiott##i% woand iaiwjat g^srdyisg iot iti diaanel. 
]%iilM fialdB tung ovet it thick at 0f^ mm&. The 
Mlgj of secoatey were broken tere and 1te*e 

into irocky chasms, through which leaped innumerable 
falls of water in their downward coarse to jom the 
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strew ; for tfee fiist iwm, #0 Ibeg^tt^liil 

Euf)k}tpi' G%U^ tli& Kolquol, whose dafk ^ei^ciiiel^^ 
shaped hmmhes, tipped with Ibriglit yellotr flowers, 
stood out in deep relief from the lighter green around. 
Bright flowers of every variety, most of which were 
unknown to me, but amongst others the familiar wild- 
rose, the honeysuckle, and jessamine, lent their beauty 
and fragrance to the scene. The whole was a perfect 
gem of Nature. 

On one occasion we had a small adventure. We 
were resting one night near the summit of a mountain, 
when about two hours before daybreak we were awaked 
by a loud hubbub find the discharge of ^ gun^ Startr 
ing to our f^et, we inquired what was up, and our 
&mi^tv was increased by M. Lejean's Arab seizing the 
second gnu md discharging it. All I saw, for it wm 
pitch dark, was one of the mules kicking about amongst 
the mhm af m ImWmUn^^mh^ aad emdeft^iriBg 
i^^g^ybai^ Mmself imm ttie leather Ihosg i^btt 
his head to a tree. This he soon siiceeeded m doiiif, 
mji wmt off at a furious rate tcwaida tlm wocA wMfk 
clothe the sides of the mountain. I thou^it he had 
btirnt himself at the fire^ and that this was th& 
of his br^te^ Imt the ^t mainteiiied ihs& he 
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lasd Imji WMXi by th-el^^^; Itnd they were rights foi 
at daybreak w ^ mi gme ^s&s# i0 mm of ifc&se 
brutes, who -mm stiE prowling aboilt He mn mfy a 
short distance off, but mt being certain of my skiH as 
a marksman, I tried to get nearer before I shot at him. 
The animal was too wary, and, though in his flight he 
frequently turned round to have a look at us, he was 
careful to keep at a safe distance. These creatures 
were much bolder here than near the villages, and 
would sometimes, as in the present instance, come 
across our path, even in daylight. I found in this 
spot traces of the rhinoceros. As we were sleeping in 
the open air, with our faces exposed, it was fortunate 
for us that the hyenas preferred trying mule's flesh to 
man s. We heard afterwards that the mule had re- 
tUMied to Matammah, a distance of forty miles, but was 
SO severely bitten in the flank that he was perfectly 
useless. 

Wfm ddang wM swollen with the rains, and my 
donkey req_wed MTi<sb maatjal persc^ion to be inducsed 
to cro^, and tkea im t0mS> to ialke mb ovfer, but 
obliged me to wade* Buring: ih.& whole of te^umey 
be was a mortifij^tiott 10 me j for having bem bom and 
bred on the flats of Khartoum, he could not or would 



m 



mads. 

On the fifth day we arrived at Wekhni, the first 
village in Abyssinia, where is held a large market. 
All merchandise is here transferred from the camel to 
the mule and donkey, as the former useful animal is 
incapable of traversing the rugged roads by which this 
mountainous country is entered. The market is held 
on a narrow plain, studded here and there with thick 
shady trees, amongst the boughs of which are great 
numbers of paroquets and other gay-plumaged birds. 
Beneath one of these, in the dry bed of a mountain- 
tofl^eii^ we encamped, determinQ4 to rest that day, and 
proceed on to Tchelga on the motrow. Thanks to 
Abyssinian jealousy and suspicion, no sucti luck was in 
store for m Here we. had to undergo an examination 
worse than that to whmk <?a^ 13^4 ta be sul^aeted on 
A;ijslrian fmaUmB. Tim mm& ^Hmmmi; i^ wm0 wi©^ 
by Ife iWpa^i^ Jb^^ kkmmA itel ^ X^^m 
mm ib0 Wmmh cmBul fi:m&&Mng with presettts to 
)im$^ aeverth^^^ i^te^^ Wm fmMMhti Ito pss 
izntii ha gbonld give Mm a H^^Sm^, The demmi 
bavii^ been alnaost antidipated, ibe eonsnl wm not loth 
to comply with it, and we settled down for tie night 



MATAMMAH TO TCHELaA. 51 

with the intention of proceeding at sunrise. The fol- 
lowing morning, however, the treacherous old sinner, not- 
withstanding that he had received his present, declared 
that without the permission of Balarabaras Guelmo of 
Tchelga we could not proceed, and that we must remain 
there until a messenger had been despatched to that 
functionary for a permit. Our arms were then seized, 
and we were bundled off up a steep mountain-side, on 
whose summit, 1000 feet above the' market-plaeej, were 
a few rude huts, in one of which we w&tt to be acaO^ai- 
modated during tJxe five days of the messenger s abseaoe* 
Of course nothing was furnished us, and we had to pay 
exorbitantly for the little food we purchased^ 

The ignorance and impudaiic© of ttop^dpli^ war^^ 
they not being able to dS^ngpisi ^te^pans from 
Turk% mi kmMx% mm the supiw^siiaii that we were 
%lm loiter. Xie|femi whm was a tep^K$pher and geo- 
logic, of co'arse went ^mt to ii^peot the eoimtry md 
coUeot specimens, Tliey iiidfei^a^eijgi Ms |a^^edings as 
a surrey of their land with the intention of UHng it 
^* What should he go scouring tfe t;ountr| MiinI fbtf 
*jf^ of them, knowingly^ in searoh of stones, ^en 
thore are peKty at his hous^-ioor, amd much bigger ?" 
While taMng ^ w^ mm #e n^d^boijj^iooi^ % 
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Texy embracing an mMMt of tMilf aiB^ t)il 
sida ^Cliib jpio* <^ the country consist* oF vast table^^ 
laH:% of transition rock, intercepted by deep valleys of 
Tirfcttilating ground, partly culMva^H, btit fltSr the most 
part covered with wood. The flat summits of the 
liigher lands are entirely bare. We saw here, for the 
first time, the grain called teff, consisting of what at 
first would be taken for long grass run to seed. It 
stands about a foot high, and yields a small round grain 
not larger than a pin s head. It makes good sweet 
bread, however, which is much preferred by the natives 
to that of the mashila (doura or maize), or even to 
wheaten bread. 

The messenger at length returned, and WB W0r© told 
that we could proceed, and at the same time our arms 
were restored to us. We were also furnished with an 
Amhara guide, whom the consul agreed to reward at 
the jomney's end. On reacliing the foot of »ioaii- 
taia met a Germoa baw to naja$ <^ jMlloi, 
who had come to iJbyssinia with Captain Cameron^ the 
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British consul, by way of Massowah, and was now 
leaving for Khartoum. He heartily cursed the people, 
at which we did not marvel from the little we had seen 
of them. He uttered a truth which might serve as a 
caution to every traveller who enters the country. 
" Abyssinia is a place to teach patience to a man who 
has it not, and take it away from him who has." An 
European is such a rara avis in these parts that we 
were indwced to stay the rest of the day in the baron's 
company, exchanging a few notes of our respective 
journeys, H^tTjng a guide from the king with him, he 
thought he was going to pass the froatier lomtQ i^ily 
ikm m had done f feat m Ihis It© was i»i#a,k&% we 
ftfterVFlfcrls hmsd^ fm th© Weih«iROs Mb o^f took his 
itmm^ }M) 0% his leavings je&sed to a?^stcif© th^, 
aoifl^lhojigk itt mfQi0 the Mug abotit the matter, I do 
not think he men ^eeeifed them in the end. 

Ottf troubles had only commeitoed at WekW> for 
the same day we left we were stopped m the msd by a 
man who chose to call himself tiit eii#tom-<h:0^se keeper, 
who liad the atidau% to <>ttr arms aga&i, He 
already got t^ke mism^$, an4 «0iMa§ ta whi^ I 
was, Mi Ms hand m mine, b».t itt a m^am^nt I ^im^ it 
from haa, m^L lijod prepared to oontest it, shotdd he 
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]3ersist. He saw I was determined, and so gave tli 
matter up. He demanded ten dollars duty on the three 
donkey-loads of M. Lejean, although we told him that 
they consisted of gifts for the king himself. This did 
not avail, but he at last took five dollars. What vexed 
us most was that the young man who had been sent 
with us as guide, though he knew we had got proper 
permission to pass, encouraged rather than prevented 
this attempt to d^taia us. 

The succeeding evening we had experience of Abys- 
sinian, hospitality. We had hitherto been traversing 
a. long valley through a forest .of tall bamboos, but 
towar4s dusk we ascendfei otL to m &s^mmY$ -j^l^^m^ 
OR the luStttQit of wMjsh: f^'md ^ large village. It 
had fe^n mmh^ d0m^ ih^ iuf.^ asid gj?wiid 
was wet, S0 w© mMB. m tli© »am6 of tlie French 
corneal, on a to !Ili$oio»% fot a hut to sleep in. 
This was po^tii^J^f r^foseci.; as it som reeom- 
menced raining^ we were soaked through, and had to 
pass the night in that pleasant state, with the hojises 
only a dozen yards off. Well might Ahmed the Atab 
say that lie had neTer seen such people Wo^, tliongh 
he had trayerged the countr|' fmm Alexandria to th© 
White Ri?Br^ m emU. mt wojidor at Ms attering 
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a fervent Allah yeUmhrniy ** lffay Grod cut them off." 
And Uiese were Qiurfstiaiis, wjio knew that we also were 
Oliiisfcians ! Beall^ 1 had for the momeiit a sensation 
of fiiia^e fa thWssgof th© iOseral, nnfailitof ko^itaHty 

We w^e mow sob^^ WO feet ^m^^ tlie sea-ler^J? 
and iie yfm Tery <^ol ^ometisies even we were en- 
veloped in clondg, sm^ though the real wet season was 
over, showers were still frequent. Alter traversing the 
high plateau for a distance of about five miles, we began 
to descend gradually towards the plaia in which Tchelga 
is situated, and in this descent we caught the first view 
of the calm waters of Lake Tsana. The nearer shores 
were plainly discernible, as well as the wooded islands 
which stud its northern surface. Its more remote out- 
line, however, was lost in the dim distance; but the 
upper peaks of the mountains of Gojam were visible 
beyond. The first view of this noted water-supply of 
the Blue Kiver, so long reckoned as the real Nile, filled 
my mind with new and strange emotions. The whole 
distijct seemed notified with tlie remembrance of the 
ind^%able Bruce. 

An liour or two afilie¥war4s w# jfeai^^^ tlbe irillag© of 
Tchelga. As Tchelga is the capital of the district, we 
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thought tlife hmp leasi im dmli Im mmmmf^^&d 

#1© fliiii^ the goods iraSk^a^^ l^igsljh stoa31 
miiQidsa iam, ^hkh wm. Skm^^fj of ^^t^e fern ii^e 
noontide heat X ask^ to be led to the aha^ cdf isaitte 
thick kolquol trees a short distance oif. TMs they 
refused, so we were obliged patiently to submit. ^The 
last alternative was not rendered the more easy by the 
thick clouds which soon came rolling towards us from 
the east. The approaching storm formed another and 
stronger reason for some indoor accommodation, but the 
people, who gathered round to grin at us, quietly walked 
away when they saw the rain coming on, leaving us to 
protect ourselves from the wet as best we could. We 
of course made for the nearest hut, which proved to be 
a donkey stable. M. Lejean then sent his Arab to 
engage a house for money, and he returned and said 
there were two to be had, one for ourselves and the 
other for the animals. The one for us proved to be the 
identical donkey sta^jble we had taken shelter 
lakex'^ble place, not more than six feet sq[iiare, and so 
Bikdiif i^ofed tliatit eo^tmtied mnmg iasMe losi^ aiBter 
tiie esfe^t rate hed ce^©4 HoweTer, the cottstil 
agreed, and ordered Ahmed to remove ttie ba^^g© out 
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<jf 30i# wst, WMk he was proceedii^ to 4# Mb, tli© 
msm wk) hiiid itcjled as guide sat wateHng him ; but no 
soonei* It^d lie loaded one mule and was moving towards 
iie Mt, tliaa the Abyssiniaii jumpei 'BJ* mid im$h.t 
hold of the la-i^e, saying we must aiay ouMde antfl; we 
hc^ seen Utf shtor-^i'ii a French iecmsul was to sit in 
the rain until that oflSeiaJ thought good to give him a 
reception ! I saw the man's movements from a distance, 
so rushing out of the house across the plain, I scarcely 
gave him time to reply to my " Let go !" before I struck 
him on the mouth with my fist in a way that made him 
let go quicker than words would have done. He made 
an ignominious retreat. His call for assistance, how- 
ever, soon attracted the whole neighbourhood, and in 
the midst of the excitement I saw the people coming 
from all quarters, as it might have been to a Scotch 
gathering. Thinking the first who came to interfere 
was about to strike m% I did not wait for his blow, but 
struck out— not, how^v^, ^fieetuallj. He closedi and 
by has s;^perbr slten^h Sent m& grass ** m a 
mc^enl. He was now on to^j and being a pawtifiil 
fMmi mm% more than- a laftfeeh ifor myself, already 
reduced by continued fever (the k^t at WeWbniJ, I 
might soon have become thoroughly hm de emhaii had 
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not the rest interfered and liberated me. This incident 
was the signal for a council, in which it was dis- 
cussed what to do with these troublesome Franjis, 
and, after a good deal of squabbling, it was resolved 
that if we would deliver up our arms to the nagadaras 
or shum we should be furnished with a hut. We 
agreed, and so they conducted us through a grove of 
kolquols to one on the side of a neighbouring hill. It 
is probable that our show of vigour and subsequent 
submission gained this for us. 
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CHAPTER Y. 

TGUmmA TO BMVWK'r. 

Detention at Tchelga — Bad accommodation — Tchelgaand its market 
— Salt currency — Semi-incarceration — Neighbourhood of Tchelga 
~lrm mi, md—^o\qml treis — N^Mtb^ eMhteg— ^eef tew<- 
suits — Get impatient — Visit to Balambaras Guelmo — Beautiful 
countrj — Moslem village — The Guimb — Mountain fastness--^ 
JRlepial^ltei % ■^"ei^jMOtof suit granted— A Gto-tow Mmmf 
— E^tam to: &iiiigar--I)eprt im ^^Bm4^^^Mt. WhA^ m£ the 
Falashas — Adopt the native costume — ^En route for Debra Tabor 
— ^Lake Tsana — Plains in rich cultivation — A truant spirit — 
Mount Tabc^r. 

" Good accommodation for man or beast " is sought for 
ia Tain in Abyssinia. We bad to endure horrible in- 
€onveniene# in the wretched hovel which had been 
assigned to im mB. mmdmm ditting the intetml 
which ahc«db| ^ii^fe m&. Mm w^mm ^ mmimgm 
i?h0 hd lb» tepatcW %J Ms ta^itf ti §m 
^mitM mmfy mms^. We oemqpaA m ii-#tale&ad 
eifeala^ Iiut, of some eight yaards in diametat^ tiba 
biggest half of wMeh was oecupied hj the two mnles 
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and the donkeys, leaving very inadequate h&i-^^m 
for the two-legged animals who were doomed to seek 
(not find) proper accommodation therein. The latter 
should have included only the consul, myself, and the 
Arab ; but the impudence of the natives induced many 
of them to seek a retreat in our hut for the night, until, 
articles having been stolen, we asserted our rights by 
blocking up the doorway. This did not exclude some 
other intruders, in the shape of goats, dogs, and fowls, 
who made their way through the interstices of the reed 
enclosure which formed the wall of the hut, and which 
also gave abundant entrance to the pqld night air of 
these mountain districts. These vexations, coupled 
with the unpleasantness of bein.g occasionally trodden 
031 by the fidgety leasts, and bitten by the innumerable 
fl^ and bt^vpitii wWeli «U Abysgbi9,xk hxjus^ ajbound, 
teft#d the Tiaepirif0ftel>l& a^jmo% ^ a three weeks' 
i^Jdeaee itt tfe$ liafeeri^Me 'tillage tti !ni#eigatw 

tP^eiga its tfee mm^ to ths^ fimi^m ^to^^h of 
Dembe% but it k slso applied to tiie villag© elaim« 
ing to be its capital. This tight is supported by the 
fact of its posaesslag an osca^ional matket, wbere the 
more immediate wants of the neighbourhood are sup- 
plied. It iis h^A in ik^ Pj^m f lain, wbere the articles 



TCHELQA TO GAFFAT. 



61 



)r sale axe s-pread tui on the surface of ^liiti ; 
bootK of anj Mrwi for suek » purpose is an un- 
nown con"SBe»ienoe in Abygsioia. During our visit the 
larket mm saM. to h© M^ot so well supplied as usual, 
he king's soldiers being ilien billeted in the neigh- 
ourhood, who have a great lieenoe in robberif of cattle, 
iul^, and articles of food Baw cotton and coarse 
iMh, taaned Hd^a, ht^eyv gmmi naSlfej. butteav red 
epper, coffee, ishat (a sort of tea), hmsQt an^d ^ireet 
Otato#* were the principal articles I ip-w* The Mmn$, 
"heri^ doH^ is the only coin used in ^tmm trans«te- 
ions under the name of Ur (silver). This piece must 
8 of a certain kind, however, containing the spots 
'hich form the queen's tiara, and other marks clearly 
efined ; for which reason it is called by the Arabs of 
le Soudan, Abou Nukter, or father of spots. Of course 
le dollar can be used only in large purchases, and 
s quite inadequate for ordinary market transactions, 
mailer purchases are therefore made with pieces of 
dt called isho, which are the monetary medium 
liroughout the greater part of Abyssinia. This salt 
i obtained from extensive mines in the country of the 
)anakil, where it is cut into small blocks, eight inches 
jng by one inch and a half in breadth, each of which 
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port 0f gaU to iBaAet iMpi^ i3m mmmt^ » 

T!ie time spent at Tclielga was occupied in taking 
daily excursions in the neighbourhood, notwithstanding 
that thereby we incurred the displeasure of the people. 
Perhaps they took us for spies in the service of the 
Turks, who were then expected to be about to make a 
threatening descent on their northern frontiers. On 
one occasion the consul, having wandered alone some 
considerable distance from the village, was seized and 
taken to a house where he was to be detained until 
further particulars could be ascertained of the in- 
tentions of this strange visitor ; but their vigilance 
having abated a little after an hour or two, M, Lejean 
took to his heels, and managed to reach, the village 
again without further molestation. I was greatly re- 
lieved by the sight ai hmx^ ^mmioitK %hex€£om^ W 
had to moderate our exeursions within mom narrow 
limits* 

Throi:^h the imMa|i%fte 1C^d§aOTa several 
small streams^ wlaleh drain the waters of tiiB ligler 
lands into the Eiver Angueab m the norths and others 
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fhmk take iUm mmm^ iir m &^pmM Erection to 
jftke Tsana. Tids douMe watershed seemed to oeca« 
ion SL Lejeaa no little difficulfy in Im l^pogmpMcal 
loBtellei of tiie Beighbonrlxoo^ wHeh was somewliat 
nereased Tby theferrugmous nature of tiie tmlm destroy- 
ng Mte i^^^miimUre fmm of hk delicate cjMa^is, 
«iiin^ lAen plaeed on tlie gK)iin4 toa iaatlea?^©f 

^e ^Menee? of Mm Wm i^lix&m mMm^ 
he slimy yellow depglte C)f os;& isteii iKjia© of ifee 
3^mntaM ri^^ute jnake itt HMr course. Beds of an 
nferior coal we also fonnd in the plain of Tchelga, laid 
Dare by a small stream which had dug for itself a pas- 
sage of some forty feet deep. The fact of the presence 
)f coal, not only here but also in many other parts of 
/Vbyssinia, seems to point to sources of wealth possessed 
by this country, which only an enlightened Govern- 
ment is required to open out. What an inestimable 
advantage it would be if Aden could be supplied with 
this valuable mineral from Abyssinia instead of round 
the Cape * 

* I observe from a letter of Mr. Hausrnann's, published in 
Christian Work " of May, 1864, that the neighbourhood of Tchelga 
bas since my visit been worked, and 150 loads (mule or horse, cer- 

imlf ft^i' m%. Its ih$ ktt6t ioes imi im$t- m iQie c^^iit^?) 
despatched to the Gemaii woirfemeii at 0affat» 
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Oil fte goteiait ©f ih^ MH cm ^^^M^ om te was 
situated may he found traces of tlie mhxs of a square 
stone building, which perhaps formed originally a 
Portuguese church, but which has yielded to a more 
modern structure of wattle and dab, where the present 
inhabitants of Tchelga perform their devotions. As 
usual in buildings of such a description, this is situated 
in the midst of a beautiful grove of trees, amongst which 
the kolquol, by its beauty, claims an undisputed pre- 
ference. It here attains a height of forty feet, and the 
cactus-like branches, springing from the parent-stem 
about ten feot from the ground, are some six inches in 
thickness, and yield on contusion a bitter milky fluid 
which is said to be poisonous. The wild aloe, about two 
feet high, and adorned with a beautiful red flower,, is 
^go very i^cmtiim this mightorfi^^ TkQ 
ia vrtiich Tchelp* m i^t^ted is ttiidp exten^^fe 
vatto^. gjijpasinf ^iiyi«fig X had mm mnm lemm^ 
Bgy^ t tot iiB?sptIiidte^ the people s^pear to be Tery 
Immg i% W^m^ koM (£t}m id«I wretched (ieseri|)- 
ti0% mi^ itoany clothed in nothing bat sheep-sMns, 
wM^h are thr©wil mm one shoulder and fastened at 
the c^posite hip^ and moh a Httle below the knee* 
!Cliese people are not inexpert in the tammig: ^ iMm^ 
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le faee of wltieTi ihey are iia the tiaHt of dyeing rerl. 
hxm large hides tlms finislied will sell for a dollar, 
) that mmf claOie theuiselTes in leather. Once in 
'ehelga I saw a ^jeggaacBiaA g#ing abottt stark naked. 

The nagadaras or thtm of ik^ yitis^ lif ed in. the 
onse adjoining onr own, and as he is "ho^ngh ma^s- 
Mb^^ w otei li^ O0ei668ion to wi^ss la'wswit? he'^ 
wmi indfefidttals of 1Mh litigious •e^mnitjnity. !rhe 
agadaras h suhjetit to be called out any time, either 
y day or night, to settle these differences. He is 
n such occasions generally attended by a conclave of 
reybeards, who seem to act as a kind of jury ; and 
hile they are seated on the ground, the plaintiff, 
efendant, and witnesses stand in front, always with 
lioulders bared. The oath administered on these 
ccasions, and forming a frequent asseveration through- 
ut the whole of the case, is that of Teodoros yemoot, 

May Theodore (the king) die !" i. e. if I speak not 
ruth. The Abyssinians differ from the Arabs in this 
espect, swearing always by the death of a person rathei 
ban by the life. The plaintiff is then allowed to urge 
lis complaint, dximg^hieh time not a word. & to be 
Ltte^ hf ^ny patty pass^ni'l, and at ^ end he^izes 
us adversary's and even the jndge*8 s^amm (cotton 
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elo^lii ^ hmA m &b coimt. The 

4ff©Mtot is i^i^ allowed to maJs© Ms reply, and he, 
at tile conclusion, ties a corresponding knot in the 
shamaa of the plaintiff or judge. During the course of 
the suit the knots get fastened and unfastened, though 
from ignorance of the language I was at a loss to know 
the whys and the wherefores. The eloquence with 
which each party urges his cause, and the comparative 
order in which the whole is conducted — so different 
from the hubbub in which affairs of this kind are con- 
ducted amongst the Arabs — are very remarkable. 

Most of the cases which come before these petty 
judges are not difficult of settlement, but occasionally 
they have to decide questions which would tax the 
wisdom of Solomon. I heard of the case of a woman 
who had a child which was claimed by three fathers, 
and she herself mnid not h^lp the judge out of his 

tion iee Tbegan to f^iii go^ ^e$EBte# monotoiiy 
of our impleMant positiont Jsd cpnstLTs request, 
th^refbre^ I wrote a letter to Balamteris jS^ffi^ilW)^ 
goverjior of the province^ who resides albowt fifteea 
Biiies to the mith of the tillagfe^ s Wof the nature of 
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C lj&jem*s visit, our 4esire of ocBDitmmi^ ilie 
ioiimey. !Ph^ wbM despatclied by a Biatite, tr&o Tbore 
ilso a present for tlie governor, Somewliat to mr 
surprise, I must confess, my dog- Arabic was understood 
by some one in waiting on tlie Balambaras, and a soldier 
(vas despatched to inform us that we should still have 
to wait the return of the messenger sent to the king, 
but in the meanwhile the nagadaras was charged to 
attend a little more to our comfort. The soldier had 
another duty to perform in the name of his master — 
to make an examination of the presents brought by 
M. Lejean for his Abyssinian Majesty. Of course the 
report of what was going on brought all the neighbours 
into the hut, and the eousul had the mortificatioa of 
seeing beautiful silks, 0lotjb% fiulbje<3led. to the in- 
v©st%at3»g toti(^ of pm^f hmSM in M direotiom 
Boriiyf ©ta? f ui^ier stfi^y Jt-fe ctptiniatlli* feared by- 
people begging for some of the rich things they had 
seen. 

In the meantime Mr. iFlad, the now well-known 
missicmary of the lioudoii Society for Promoting Chris- 
tianity amongst the Jews, residing at Genda, twenty 
miles to the south, heard how we were situated, and 
wrote on oar behalf to Bw^o im mSm^ Mm to allow 
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king k«i hmn mqnduii^ ^ em Bmmk M tli© mmB 

done, md we now thought it adyisaM^ to se^ in*' 
tenriew with the governor himself to urge our Buit, 

Having made the resolve, and received permission 
from the nagadaras, we set out one afternoon. The 
district we had to pass through was very beautiful — 
the frequent rains serving to clothe the country with 
the richest luxuriance. Nature here appears always to 
put on a splendid robe, like a beautiful woman richly 
scented ; for here the wild rose is more common than 
with us, and jessamine, honeysuckle, and other flowers 
abound : the number and variety of them covering the 
bushes and the trees gave a gorgeous colouring to the 
landscape, that few artists would dare to put on canvas, 
for fei^ of seexttiog to overstep the bounds of truth. 

The same evening we arrived at a village of Moslem 
Abys§imans, where the solid appearance of the houses, 
in many of whiob cotton-cloth manufacture Was goiBg 
oni hut mcite esj^eeia^Hy the .free tapitality at otaee 
granted us, contrasted ^tmnglf witlt the exc Wveness 
and unthriftiness of tke Christian villages we had al- 
ready seen. Our feet having been washed by females 
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ill att^iail^tiis^:, w# were presented witE a supper t^i9t 
ferefwl aad si«3fiBf*a (peas-pudding) — ^in "wMeh l&%f^t» 
however, Cayenne pepper so predominated tiiat we wejli 
necessitated to confine ourselves to bread and a little 
milk, which was also kindly furnished us. Our beasts 
also were well foddered. In good humour at this ex- 
ceptional kind treatment, which the consul did not leave 
unrewarded, we continued our journey on the morrow. 

Our road now stretched over the length of a valley,- 
but gradually ascended until we reached the summit 
of the mountain on which the governor resides, and 
fi-om which he takes his name of Bal-amba-ras, this 
f^aifying the "master of the mountain-top," This 
inomtain, 8000 feet above the seaj has aa. ©^ghjoot m its 
eastero. side, whi©h is separ^fed Ihe main by 
a i^mm of 1000 le# 4a d^pth* ^tli© &idf oamm^iBg 
liak hm$ $t mmm^ 0tm^h and debr% partly arifitlal, 
by whieh. % pul^t h 'feffeclsl m to its stBaaHli. This 
vast rock, as it nifty be cdii^d, possesses a surface of 
about half a milo squ^d, perfectly fiat, and eq^nal in 
height to the neighboumg plateau. Its four sides are 
quite perpendicular, so that one loftp^om the top would 
hurl you a thousand feet into t}m yall0|" belowZ Tlie 
horn Iho iummit is mag a^oeat in tiro exireiae, 
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surpassing beyond expression anything I have seen. 
Each direction embraces an extent of nearly fifty miles, 
the horizon comprising high fantastic peaks, whose 
summits touch the very skies, and vast plateaus, whose 
sides, like that on which we stood, fell abruptly to 
depths exceeding 1000 feet. The valleys below re- 
sembled, from their undulating surface, a vast sea, 
whose bright green waves washed the rocky feet of 
each mountain giant. As may be imagined, the Guimb 
(tower), for such the rock is named, is an admirable 
natural fortress, its value being enhanqed hj its ;;^'» 
sessing, in a cleft accessible from the top, a constant 
fountain of mt©r ; aiid ikem if m 4ouH but that m 
th# tissubhad ftala of Abysmsim Quelmo had chosen it 

Balambgw^as djiieMQ i^ 011$ 0^ th^ fiirieipal &hmM of 
Afeymaia, and one a eotwueil of ive who at the com- 
mencement of Theodor^'g reign mote eternal aHergiance 
amt unlimited obedience to their king. He is intrusted 
vrith th& mt& of gome of his Majesty's state piisoners, 
great warriors, and men of noble family, who by their 
liberty wonld endai^r stability of !l!heodore's 
throne. These are iin;^i^ned on a ne%hboariftg monn- 
t|4s^ bpinl' i& ^h&t 6ltmm, whme length aHo^s" ihrnia. 



TCHELGA TO GAFFAT. 



71 



tlie privilege of taMng a stroll round about tlieir lioijseis. 
Chielmo is governor of tli^ district or province of 
T^jhe^ga, one of the most frtiltf lit in i^by^nia* 

W® we*e detalQed I'm h.m.M h^me 'Wet mnMi #l>t£iin 
an; mter^em W& ^mm ^m. nia&ve^ to» a dark room j 
wliose obsemity at irsfe pjeiented tm fstm iSeeing any- 
thing. We had no difficulty, however, itt hearing a 
voice, which shouted out in a most jovial tone, Tyibin ? 
Tyibin ? the Arabic for " How do you do ? Are you 
well ?" We replied to each salutation by a low bow, at 
the same time assuring the unseen one of our good 
health, and inquiring how the voice did. The shroud of 
darkness in which we did noi behold the chief is here 
considered to add to the importance of the great man, 
that vulgar eyes may not gaze too plainly upon his 
glory. It is an Eastern idea? probably alluded to by 
St. Paul when he says, "Now we gaze tlffiOWgh a glass 
darkly, but then face to face." Before proceeding to 
business wer# itipplied with ii^g^ or h<^«y- 
wine, which wi^ ffltiiowed by the' arracky of titie 

Goap^y, neat I so that before the interview was^ over 
we, who had not totidb^ed sti^ong waters for a loi^ 
period, were slightly affeeted by theni. We should 
assuredly have refused to drink, especially the arracky, 
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but we were afraid of giving ofPignce. 'Oiir reqtiest 
to visit Mr, Flad was freely granted, for which we ten* 
dered our thanks, and gave him a little " soft solder 
— at least I interpreted the consul's speech to that effect. 
The consul presented to him some boxes of powder and 
percussion-caps, but he was greedy enough to send 
afterwards for a gun. 

As it was too late to return that day, we passed the 
night on the Guimb, a house and food being supplied 
us at the governor s order. The latter consisted qf a 
sheep, teff bread, and some more wine. Of the wine 
we had had quite enough, so we gave it tq titio servants. 
The muttpHj, on the other hand, was covered so thick 
with red pepper that we could not touch it. The fond- 
ness these people have for hot. (^mdimemts h really 
mmmixg. Kot only do thej^ me pe|>per to mmU^ feat 
It is mim^ ij^m' hm^i ^ 'mMK t^wi mm m th^ 
water §mf #iol^4 k imm <^&d Bsslbi^a^ liobably 
from the Bi3cbet cotiiitry to ik& mm^^ wk^e mueh is 
grown. On. after occasions I managed to eat the hot 
dishes pretty well? Tbut before my mouth had grown 
aeciiatomed to it they were intolerable to me; What 
made the matter worse in this instance was> that it was 
Ohrisfcmas th^ -mm-- tm go iitae^g^* 
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Th0 mxt day we le^janieii id ^chelga, and prepared 
Ibr bur depaatere to Ctenda, wMeii, being only at a, dis- 
tance of twenty miles, we reached the same eveniiig. 
We were very hospitably received by Mr. Flad, Both 
he and Mrs. Flad speak very good English, and Mrs. 
Flad, having been a deaconess in the German establish- 
ment in Jerusalem, was consequently well acquainted 
with Arabic also. Her skilful management had suc- 
ceeded in forming a very comfortable home, which was 
also enlivened by a pretty little girl, so that Abyssinia 
on the whole appeared to be rendered quite bearable. 
Alas! that after events should ever have marred th& 
fair picture* 

0igttda^is«itaaM Gtt a ^nall elemlam abot# ifee plain 
of "Bmihmt mi the neighbourhood; h ihe mmt fruitful 
pojl of auf In the country, li m pmrn-^^f Ofm^^ 
' by Fafedhas or ^^i^g 3^m% and the Scotch Jewish Mis- 
sion had also a station a few miles off Gend% Where I 
had the pleasure of finding, M^Sfi9:S. feiger andBrand eis, 
two gentlemm whom ^qmaintaneelhad made in Alex- 
andria. Mr. j'M hsM ind.u:tied. some Ws^f Jews to 
embrace 0hrfifciaiHty j but ^# lawit of thj© country will 
n^t pmnit him to form a (^nr^h of Ins own,, so he wae 
obliged to itnit© them to ike nativo e®©. 3?Ms would 



be going from bad to worse, did he not by precept and 
example succeed in keeping up in them a liigher tone 
of feeling than that around them. 

Not the least part of Mr. Flad's kindness to me 
' during my stay was his presenting me with a change 
of raiment, my Khartoum outfit beii^ now in the last 
stages of decay. I was iiow transfor?a.ed into an Abys- 
sinian, my dress consisting of full trotisers and shirt and 
the cotteji Cstoth, <^l©d skmm* Wm. ksl has a 
h£mA reil "l^ordfer, and is wcJrn like the Bom^ toga or 
Si»te1i|x^id.. Tp ptrnwA it freaa hmn§ blown abont bj 
the wind, it is not uncommon to have a leopard-skin, 
ent into #.|>6(jiiliar Aapo,: fast^ed above it. It is the 
-male dress in Abyssinia t the feiftale consists of a long 
aiKttoE gown rfeaoMmg to itnkles, and fastened with a 
'cord -mm^ tte w^^# 

Pemtis^on ha^S'ii^g Tbe^ granted ns to proceed, on 
ifew Tear-® I860, we to €bnda for Dehm Tabofj 
t^e iPBs^den^e of ©ng Theodoj^. We sooi^ •<iatered: fte 
Yast plain ol Di&ai1>jSfi% wliMi is tiM^r §m rich^t arlti- 
•Tation, and tospards ey^nin^ reached tJi© nc»rth«pn shores 
of Xtake !l!sana» l^ke, a beantiftil and weleotiete 
sight to ns, is situated some 6000 feet above the sea, 
and is about seventy miles in length by forty in breadth. 
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It appears to hmB ojMpnally occupief aft extiijt mti^ 
beyond this, ^Mbh ii shown by the fiat {aEtt^ial plains 
of Dembea, Foggera, and Gojam — ^the lowering of the 
waters of which has laid bare a fruitful land to cultiva- 
tion. Several beautiful islands lie on its smooth surface, 
covered with rich tropical foliage ; yet, notwithstanding 
all its attractions, the Abyssinians have never built a 
boat on it worthy of the name. In addition to the teff, 
doura, wheat, barley, and other cereals, its shores produce 
a little cotton, the grape-vine, and a few fruit trees, such 
as the peach. In the south-west the coffee-plant is said 
also to flourish. Indeed, this country is capable of pro- 
dueing anything, for there is every variety of climate 
between tine hi§h nioiinMa?teids- -and t3i© deep low- 
lands vallep* Bitei* Axno, and oth^ small 

(sfendaa-^ dis^oaBogne into Lake Tsana on its northfem 
side ; while at its north.-east cornet a» ^e^ky xidge of 
bills, separating Dembea from the province of Foggera, 
abuts into tlie lake, and is conMnned in a chain of small 
islands to a few miles from the shore. Hence the r^ad 
eondncts, ovet a mmembM tmgh cot^ntiy, fe) the 
floiHjMng market-town of Ifak, where we arrfved on 
the third day. On leaving Ifiak we descended Ittto the 
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plain of Foggera, and soon after crossed tlie Eiver Eeb 
by a stone bridge, made by the Portuguese. The stream 
was then rather low, but during the heavier rains the 
bridge itself is overflowed. In the plain of Foggera we 
found it excessively hot, the sun's rays being reflected 
upon us by the surrounding mountains. A few hom^s 
iByojxd the Keb w^e began to ascend the steep range of 
jetoimt^BS wliich culminate in Debra Tabor, leaving 
on our an isolated hill, called Eagle's Eock, from 
the vast numbai of thorn birds^ wMch. make their nests 
in ife bigto Om mmk^ ihm^ «tee^ wm 

emf$ itefe hrn^g 1mm mm& $mMmm m&4 ^ 
work, 1 h^m^ (if §m W(Am^$^ Wmm^ |Qbe mms 
imm ik& M^bm pti^ of ^ m0oiitMQ.i^3fl& mmMngbf 
fine, I ^e0t)M Wbi iml^ mm '(smk&im^ io the eonml^ 
m illi^i^ iQ a |tefiw3a ossiJi^ation of my owii^ This 
is far superior to scribbling in ft &rtffe^^ S@ 
iieartilyv said, ^^hMm^mm^ff A le# fears 
more over an miduijs&@^\OT htim^ tit ^ fie 
European cdteof ief Gteilrf^ sifeaate^ a lAw tTm 
high siimiait d^Mmmlr Tskrn^ 



CHAPTER VL. 

The Workmen's Mission — Bishop Gobat, Herr Spittler^ and Dr. 
Kmpf — T!MI inquiry — t^i^^lfei— li^tlfife— 
Departure of the Mission— rpo^iTed by the Hng-^Bea4- 
making — Construction of mortars — Difficulties and failures — 
Pinal success and reward — Christian labours — Keligion of Abys- 
rinla — Abttna, m "p^ttimeh — ^PrfeBfe Mi monk§-4fer(^^ ^nd 
church decorations — Ludicrous paintings — Life, death, and judg- 
ment of a cannibal — Kissing the church — Feasts and fasts — Tecla 
Hkimanot — The devil and the wonderful boa-constrictor — Esti- 
mate of Abyssinian dimteimm. 

When, in 1838, Bishop Gobat felt necessitated to re- 
linquish the English Church Mission in Abyssinia, his 
interest in that far-off conntry by no means ceased with 
his departure, but, on the contrary, his earnest d^iira 
mm the projection of some scheme for its welfare 
prosperity. His contimied intercourse with Abyssinian 
pilgrims at J^rasilem no doubt also tended to keep 
alive this interert> and tha reault was the formation of 
a plan^ in which, he wm materially assisted by Mr, 



78 



ABYSSINIA- 



tm ^fflittig to tiiat mxmttj a iramber <£ a^pfcas 
tmi^a«i% wtog ch^mt skmlei lie 0imxg of an 
it^esfe li:p^iliood, at the smm ifc^e tbat feej w&te to 
do th^ titaiost, by teaching mii. jexample, tO taise tlt& 
people to a Mgliei* d^gre^ of Ciirfstianity and civilisa- 
tion, if or this pnrpose, in the year 1854, six yonng 
men were chosen from among the pupils of St. Chris- 
chona Institute at Basle^, and sent to Jerusalem to re- 
ceive some preliminary instruction in Amharic previous 
to their departure for Abyssinia. 

It was about this time that Dr. Krapf, who had been 
on a visit to Europe for the benefit of his health, was 
about to return to his post at Eabbai Mpia, on the east 
coast of Africa ; and as he also took a lively interest 
in the welfare of Abyssinia, having previously laboured 
some years in the country, he now proposed to revisit 
it on his way with one of the young men of the Work- 
men's Mission, the object being to investigate the poli- 
tical state of the country and calculate the fea^iblefi^ 
of a residenee there. Mr. JFlad^ our Mmi. ol €refida^ 
was tta om appointed by BiBh^- Ckiai i» this olp0% 
md iAm doettar left Jerttsal^ M Boeemb^ 1^4^ 
for Oaim Here they were joimed by a joung Abyssi- 



mm liaiEB©! Maii^iAiIy of whose Mstory, as I ghmll 
Imm occasiott ta apaientwrn Mm affcerwardte^ I will give a 
siiort accotint as toH to me by Mmsdl£ 

When a mei'e lad lie was engaged as a serraiit lb j 
M. Lef evre, a Fifendb traveller in AhjmmMf hf 'whomt 
with the consent of Ml p^^t% lie was taken to iFraaee 
to be edueated* Hei?e be was ^ftf^sessted M,. Stiizol 
fej "King Louis Bfailippe, who ^t^^s^ted Mm ^mml 
m^aks M fetour, presenting Mm wilk a piBe trf imon^ 
4c5; ^e was plaod tict sfebool in Paris, and while tbe^ 
attracted tlie attention of the Jesuits, who thought that, 
if properly instructed, he might form a useful propa- 
gandist of their tenets in Abyssinia, a country which, 
ever since the fifteenth century, had been the scene of 
their oft-renewed but yet unsuccessful labours. These 
religionists represented to the monarch the desirable- 
ness of Maderakal's being made their pupil. Some- 
what reluctantly, for he had perhaps destined him to 
be a French political rather than religious agent, the 
king finally i:elinquished him into their hands. He 
was now removed to the Jesuit College, where they 
began to initiate him into the rites of the sacred ofiSce 
which he was destined to fulfil. But Maderakal would 
not learn Ms genuflexions^ and continued pressure being 



80 ABYSSINIA. 

hrm^ to bear on hwxy xmAt mm he tm me^. 
He wm now taken up by his oliijs^fc^ trfl^ wh© 
earrM Mm off to Egyj^ WMh hem hBfhn$ ^ 
Mm to sign a paper, tlie contents of wbiok lie would 
not allow Mm to see* Maderakal stoutly plfeeted to 
do it, wMeK oec^oned a great want of aeeord between 
them. By obtafciitg Ingress into M* Lef eyre'^s room 
wbiJe tbat person was absent^ W^emk^ m^mhx^ "febe 
pgpei^: itod i&t it was m agreeait^t l^dwig bim 
to ©Bg^^oaiffrivalatbis 

Mniant W be- mMi to Boitbm ^!emfied and enraged 
lfed§«^l iBoifi|il^^ to Wmm^ mmid^ -wfeo m- 
miffed %im ^kan M* Jj^fkm^^ #targe. H$ Mim- %iBid 
aa entrance into tbe scbocel ol 'Mt^ liadeiv Clrttriii 
Missionary at Cairo, wbence be was received into tbe 
Malta College, where he remained four years. He then 
went to England, and lived there two years ; and it 
was on his return from this country that he came 
across Dr. Krapf and Mr. Flad at Cairo, and agreed to 
accompany them to his native land. 

On the 20th of February they arrived safely at Mas- 
sowa, whence they proceeded to Uebra Tabor. Here 
they bad an interview with Theodore, then newly con- 
stituted king, as well as with tbe Abuna or patriarch, 



ha^ <jf wim^ «^iBSSed theit ipflMtigBess to teeeive tibte 
migsioa^ — Theodore cm account ctf the benefit to be 
derived irm Ikropeaa axtisaiis, the Abtma from the 
respect wHch he afcli^ lowiK^ th# Bes^feteit mis- 
si(maries. Their object being thus gained^ they re- 
turned to Europe to make the neoeg^jy itrrangeM^ntSj 
life, toag unaMe to continue his journey to Eaet 

In the m^ew^Mlf M$^aktl remafeed tn his mkm 
Adowa, and &er& fi^ijtanenc^d holding a school, in 
which he instrucled a dozseti or two of boys out of 
the Amharic Bible. He was not allowed, however, to 
continue this work long, but was called for by the king 
to act as interpreter in European languages. The king 
also thought that he would have brought back a use- 
ful acquaintance with European arts and sciences after 
an eleven years' residence abroad; but in this he was 
disappointed, for Maderakal evinced but a very slight 
mechanical knowledge, which was rather the fault of 
his instructors than his own. He has since h^M re- 
tained in presence of the king, and his figure in recent 
events has not been unimportant. 

In the beginning of 1855, Mr. Flad, now married, 
and accompanied by Messrs. Bender, Kiensle, Mayer, 
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audi two GtBxmm gmmM^ agam mmmemei. the 
^mmef^ md after jimcJi teisiiip aixd si^^fii^ "^M^ 
tixe two gtmsmitlis MociimLbe^ l^iitg afiiiMeObf gjtme$ 
# W#klm4 thej arrived M llife Mmg% dampj wfa© re-* 
cditeii them rery kindly. They i^tfeowipmed Mm fei 
Mb military campaigns, busying thefiiseiT6s for tJie mM% 
part IE raad^making. JPoir this purpose th© kiiig gaTe 
iiuiim liW#eds <$i the natives, aM fee result is 
seeii in a decidedly improved condition of some of the 
more frequented routes. It is said that this improve- 
ment commenced in a very simple manner. They were 
riding one day with the king in the front of his army 
when they came upon a route which was covered with 
large stones and boulders, making it very difficult and 
unpleasant for the mules. The Europeans were induced 
to make a remark to the effect that in their country 
such a state of things would not be allowed to exist. 
Without more ado the king leaped from his mule, and 
commenced picking up the shattered pieces of rock 
and casting them to the side of th# yfd^p As the king 
had dismounted, not a man in the army darad retaiii 
Tm Taking the hint givm by ihm ^ftr^lgn, 

thQf mmM0ii0^ msh and all t» nj^aar twaf ^om hmMMT& 
which lay thickly scattered oter the path^ so that in an 
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mtmb m^i OTiierel $m th^ fatatm iJompaxatif ely clear 
and Ck aiidlte Qt^Ja^ai ©i^^otef© mk mm 
wm^ & mmb^ from the Mm&p&mm. H© ofciaijiseS to 
eome to a spot where the recent rams liad cut away 
the soft soil and left a high embankment, that from its 
abruptness the horses and mules were unable to descend. 
He was on foot in a moment, and with his spear com- 
menced digging away the earth in a manner that, with 
a little assistance, soon made the road passable. 

In 1858 these Chrischona brethren were joined by 
Messrs. Waldmaier and Saalsmiiller, also from that 
institution, and afterwards by Bourgaud^ a French 
gunsDaith^ Herr Zander, a German, some time resident 
in Abyssinia, and Herr Moritz, a Polish soldier, who 
had deserted fcom tjie jSussian army and come into 
Abyssinia as m $M^mfyM^ Mr. Flad afterwards pat 
liiias^f ixk^ mi$mmimMtm the lisadon ^idetf 
for tile BccwiotioB of {Btry^anity amongst tim Jews, 
md mmomd to Greada; i^e rest, m coaipliance with 
tite wigk of the Mng, settled in QbMx% within a mile 
or two of Debra Tabor, where the kmg generally 
resides. Here each worked at his respective trade, 
fox which th^ got ifell |>aid lAm king, and things 
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vf^^i m $mGG:kMf §m mme tim% mM me day an 
mxm fmm Ieis Majesty $ij ik& h& 
\mhed ttetri at once to coffiinfenefe tiie tHMStmatioii of 
mortars and bombshells. The order came upon them 
like the bursting of a bomb itself, for none of them 
had ever had an idea that they would have been re- 
quired to undertake work of that description. They of 
course demurred, informing the king that, not having 
learnt the founding of cannon, they were totally unpre- 
pared to enter into an engagement of that description, 
and that if he really desired to have these war imple- 
ments in his country, manufacturers in either Germany^ 
England, or France would supply him with a much 
better article than they could possibly produce. The 
Mng was dissatisfied with their reply: lie wished to 
have these things made in his own country, and to be 
quite independent of other nations. They stilly n^ver- 
theless, objected, more on the ground c>f imhiMf &an 
iin^iwfness ; but their i^^sal 01% mmi ibp M% 
mote, ami. hB now mm^ $11 %m mrrm%B and put 
them in chains^ "ikmB. "k^xmmn Ihgir maato gave 
C03isent to carry out hk wil. In their pa^plaxity tlmj 
conM not do otherwiia Hm pojtoise to try. Only one of 
then% Herr ICoritz^ could be aaid to have the slightest 
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aeq,uaintaiioe with tlie work at all, eaid Tm knowledge. 
<mly^Etei«le€ to tlie formation ctf the moaid ; tlie clay 
to be used in i&e eoft«fentetion of fire-tecks* Itie f0m^ 
tion of tlb© tnmm% the proportion of the metal^ -and. 
the making the liiseey being equally nnknoiWI to Mitt 
as to the xmt. However, by putting their head? to- 
gether, and seeking information itoin. books, they even- 
tually managed to turn out something. What? A 
mass of vitreous matter formed by the melting of the 
fine sand of the bricks ; the metal refused to flow. 
Their only resource was to try again ; and away tliey 
went over the country to seek better fire-brick clay, and 
now another venture was made. The result was a flow 
of metal that came pouring out in a molten stream 
now, and all hearts are hopeful that at last their object 
i§ gained ; but alas ! the metal had stopped, and the 
mould was only half full. They tried again. To the 
inexpressible joy of th^e |)eissfeV'^ng mm, and the 
int^s© delight of the king him^lf, then? wishes are 
aceomplished, and X^&hm I^^Qi {m thte first time saw 
tfce balls ^oaEtag np Jnte the $ir and bursting with 
a loud crash, which made the hills tesound with a 
htia!li?ed eehoes. 
This success was the cause of great favour being 
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confeiai % grat^fel king on Ms cliijfe m h& 
i^eim Blaite of kMasmtv toc^ awiles with 
goM aai Bihet toppings, ajjil JM^ dollars apiece, 'w&m 
^Imi&mM of i%Bh fmmmm^$, efforts, ^ese gentle- 
men also maintain tkat by tkiig obeying the commands 
of the king they rescued their own mission, as well as 
that of the London and Scottish Jewish Societies, from 
the ruin which at that time seemed to threaten them, 
"Be this as it may, they had afterwards full permission 
from his Majesty, who had taken a good deal of the 
spiritual as well as temporal rule into his own hands, 
to preach and teach to the natives, as well as to hold 
services in Amharic, the language of Abyssinia, at their 
own homes. 

Abyssinia is said to have been converted to Chris- 
tianity in the beginning of the fowth century by Pru- 
Bientius, a native of Tyre, who was shipwrecked on its 
^iOfas. Carried captive to the court of the then reigning 
queen, he used the opportunity given him for extending 
th#. new faith. Bj^ wm afteiwards^ apjpoiBted by Athar* 
Ha^s, paliaamh # iLls^a^xi% to- h& its imt bishop ot 
Abipia pm ^Ite). Since ikm the .^mdh of Abya- 
siniini Im mmi^^imi. m mhiim^'&^p^ mmomMm with 
the Coptic churchy receiving to thi^ day its Abuna from 
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l^ypt Tk^ Albtsaa hm appointing of ^i^^s 
other clmreli oUcsers, "Tiie ceremony is performed loj 
laying 0n of hands. Priests that are alre^y' mitmed 
haTO the privilege of entering the sacred office, bnt 
none must marry afterwards. ^Their duties consist in 
jeading m pmy^rs. chanting, administering iU ^rar 
aiajxts, and daBDingj, the latter beiflg iBdulged m duriag 
r^lipoas^ f f de^igioiL% md consisting of % f aetjiiar* i^wltj- 
ing to and fro of ihB body ra#.#r iliatt a free lise of tliB 
legs. Upq© i!kem also^ 4s8¥alTeii toy of instructing 
yonth^ Ibnt nai misbm^^kf^ for t^tee & ^toiptii^ lelass 
called SeWerm or learned men, wlio are sdioolmagters 
as well as scribes. Some monasteries are found in 
different parts, but nuns, I believe, are rare. 

The cburches are generally built on the summit of 
hills in the midst of cypress groves. They are round, 
with conical roofs, and divided after the Jewish model 
into three parts. The outer court is open, being the 
space between the wall and the posts supporting the 
roof, which extends about four yards beyond the main 
building. The second part, corresponding with the 
Holy Place, is the space between the outer wall and 
anoth^ wMch encloses the holiest of all ; and here the 
people congregate for Divine worship. The holiest is 
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mJj entered by titi© fnm%^ md. emMm wlfti h eilled 

artists, which, to an European, are subjects of great 
amusement. Michael the Archangel and St. George 
and the Dragon nearly always occupy the door. In 
representations of the future world it is remarkable 
that they always paint angels and good men white, 
devils and bad men black, which on one occasion made 
me ask a priest by way of a joke whether all Abyssi- 
nians, being black, went to the nether world. Anomalies 
are common as in media3val art. The Philistines appear 
to have known the use of the blunderbuss, and the 
Loid's %|>pir B&mx^ to h^ve been conducted in the same 
mgMiJief i$s Abyssiniaa feast. One representation 
amused me much. It represented the life, death, and 
judgment of a man whq had been a leanjaibal. Tableau 
the first showed tiie Sn^Bsfeer in the Act of demolxsktng 
smndry hmsm mwm and legs- Tableau the s©0(»ii^ the 
same WWdtt^ b^t^^ th^ pmi on Frid^, 

ti© tmi day. Tableau the thirds his death and coming 
to judgment^ in whi^ GkM i$ a^ieseirfced witii a pdr 
of BOdlm^ one of wMcii is filled with the mm^B caimi- 
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IwiIfeDa, t&e ©titer with life fasting and alffl^gjErg, ih,0 
^ttar having a slight prepondemnee. dSal^l^u the 
fotirtli ff^^iressnts Hi© devE disputing Sliiaey Ihe 
justice of thie decMoiJt, mi, forcibly a^sisrtii]^ his claim 
by seizing th.6 individual in question by the leg, the 
Virgin maintaining her hold of the head. Tableau 
the fifth, triumph of Mary, and the quondam cannibal's 
admission to paradise. 

Sometimes the tolling of a bell, but in most cases the 
beating of kettledrums, summons the faithful to prayers. 
The prayers are read in Ethiopic, a language which the 
people know nothing about, so that little profit can be 
derived from the service. Indeed, most persons content 
themselves with kissing the floor or walls of the edifice, 
and such is a criterion of Sk man's piety ; " he kisses the 
church," they saji md SO esteem him, a, good Christian. 
Some will utter ^ prayer, ^he petition takes a Idinn 
sjiaSjar tc^ tfee-jfellowlng, wbadbt ^an qM. maam was h^d 
to oSm wp during my viat, thongli the last clause is 
probably in most cases omitted : 

Oh tiGid, :^ve me plenty to eat and dwafe* good 
raiment) and a comfortable home, or else kiH me out- 
right r 

The ^icrameiit is admimstered in both kindb, only 
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Wine is scarce in the country. Bapfem ig g^iMBis- 
tered by immersion every year. Thm rit© of dreiilEi- 
cision universally prevails. 

Christian liberty is entirely unknown, as the people 
are bound down to unmeaning forms and ceremonies, 
and the observance of fasts wdiich extend over two- 
thirds of the year. Their calendar is crammed full of 
saints, and the days of the year by no means suffice for 
them all, so that they have morning celebrations and 
evening celebrations. One cannot wonder at this when 
their latitudinarianism leads them to commemorate 
Balaam and his Ass, Pontius Pilate and his Wife, and 
such like doubtful saints. In addition to the heroes 
of the Bible and Apocryphal books, they have many 
local saints, who have at various times astonished 
Abyssinia by their miracles and prodigio% paifeidijli^^ 
0110 mm Tmk^mmm^, wk) iwp mm^mmm 
im tla A%s^iaii mind often helmB Mmf m mm 
imm* He is said to 1mm mmm^^ the SmM^ mM. 
induced Mm beoome mcmk for forty days^ though 
berime of iim afbermrds wo at a loss to 
know^ I aii|^p«)S0 t^t feasting and ceiibacy did not 
agree wxtk Hm iot longer than that t&tm of trials and 
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tlierelore Im becam© a ^^Tbacksli^ar." lite ^sfflas# lw% 

-W^M m^miM03M%&^ 1% aii^ei to prayer witit t feofe- 

the light of Christian tmth ig hid. Apart fmih such 
traditional excrescences, the Abyssinians are orthodox 
in their belief, the grand truths of our religion being 
received alike by them as by us ; but being void of that 
charity which edifieth, their knowledge has only tended 
to puff them up, and the intolerance with which they 
look upon their Mohammedan and Jewish neighbours 
is even greater than that of those people themselves 
towards Christians ; indeed, they often include in their 
contempt every form of Christianity even which does 
not conform to their own. The blue-neck thread, 
which is the distinguishing badge between them and 
MohammedaOE md Jew% M theii* giBat glory^ while 

%hi^ SipiM l»e the cjistinctif^ cli^oterisiacs of a 
Ptt^aa* a^ndars theii; p^dS^ mme oflfenaive 

is that the MohammedattS atid Jews are in every way 
their siiperiotg, possessing with m eqp&l amount of 
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intelligence far greater meclaflioal genius 

eloiis Iff© MosleJtts ; all $m WMeJS a^rfc^ mm 
Sbw8. But pride is not tlLelif only fianit ; fliey are 
deceitful, lying, insincere; tlieir breasts are seldom 
stirred by generosity towards others, or in gratitude 
for benefits received ; and, added to all, they are in- 
hospitable, which in the estimation of even Mohamme- 
dans, whose ideas of morality and virtue are not as 
ours, is a great offence. Hospitality will redeem the 
character of an Arab, but an Abyssinian cannot even 
boast of this. 

It will be seen from the above remarks that I find 
it difficult to lay my finger on any good quality in the 
Abyssinian ; but, lest I should be uncharitable^ I may 
say that in my experience of Orientals, as a general 
rule, I have found that a deeper knowledge of them 
is attended with a 4m moAm^imu of the har^k jiidg-^ 
tmM. mm too ^ to tea of &m ^mm^ m 
a merely d%hl acfii^ffllaaci. Mmw^ mify six 
moiiiM in|em(»i«50 with lli^ I fe^ hmm^ to leave 
liB OreiM mMe open im §m^ who hm& had 

longer experience of them to fill up — ^if so be they 
are able. 
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— My reception at Court — Description of his Majesty — Expert 
equestrian — Warlike preparations — Consuls in Abyssinia — A 
sliglit ineident^ — ^Trial of mbrf«s— gtraiige contmste 1^ King 
Theodore's character — Good qualities — Fondness for children — 
The King's Own — His reception of French consul — Indifference to 
presents — What the king thought of box- organs — Kind treatment 
of iht author. 

On our arrival at Gaffat we went immediately to the 
house of Mr. Waldmaier, as we had been recommended 
to do by Mr. Flad. Mr. Waldmaier received us with 
the most Christian hos-pitalityj and afterwards intro- 
dueed W to fha other members of the community. 
These gsEtlemeii 'hm&- adof tad the Abpiiniurn mode of 
iifip^ Mmj^ of th&m h&m mmtrfpi w^m 

ladiei* hw }mm mom M^ifyism^ m gmming 

for wiTas the ha^^aBte daughtefs of llurop6aa% Hr, 
Waldnmiei*^ om hostj among the numherj ha hemg 
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mite^ -te Mm Bfell, daugMej? of -Sie 

4w©lling-places are the (eanji^l tets tlna -ooimtrf, 

gentle Mil. It Iba mmmtM& custom in fke^e re- 
gions to build towns and Tillages on heights, probably 
ttt Beotlre an advantageous position, as affording some 
slight defence against the attack of an enemy, and also 
for sanitary reasons. Inasmuch as all the architects of 
Abyssinia are Jews, and indeed the nation itself partly 
of Jewish extraction, it may also be that this is a 
relic of the custom of " setting a city on a hill " which 
prevailed amongst the ancient Israelites. A church, 
moreover, is never erected but in these prominent 
positions. We may suppose it to be in traditional 
remembrance of tbe^ "mountain of the Lord's House." 
This Jewish origin or admixture of blood in the 
Abyssinia^HB ip also shown by a fondne^ss for mmmg 
places fmm parts of the Mdf Im^i iDebm Teikot 
(Momi 2?abor)> ^Debra iiliinos (MotiBt IjBhmm)^ 

Ottr little mm^pm^ wM- afto^# jphmi % 3fc 
HaiisttmB, on a Tasit jfrom Ifatattimali for the beneit 
of Ms impaired health, md also by a French military 
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siu^eoaa ifhom M, Lejean kad left at Khartowm s&k. 
We foaiaed a edmpaiiy of a dozen, and in such 
g0Me% %im& pastei away very agreeaHy. 

The king was absent wiien we arrived. Ho was tlien 
in tho camp^ some tliree day^^ jMmey to tlie sonth, A 
week^ however, had s#pr0dl|r ^etfi^d before Ms return to 
Debra Tabor was annonnoed^ and the% as is cnstomaryf, 
#i^Kiropfans^^ togreethim. I being a 

eoinmofi:t% it was not thonght necessary to arrange any 
jfcofniai^ ioT my presentation to his Majesty ; indeed, 
hsdL it hem leii ^ myself, I ihoold willingly have 
avoided m Imm^M^ ikterview with Theodore ; but I 
was told that it was impossible to hold back, the king 
insisting upon seeing all Europeans newly arrived in 
the country. Pending the construction of his new 
palace, he at that time occupied a large conical hut, 
which only differed from the generality of its kind 
in its ample dimensions and its possession of a large 
chandelier suspended from the centre of the roof. It 
was thought desirable that I should remain outside till 
the rest had entered, and paid their respects to his 
Majesty on his safe return ; Mr. Waldmaier^ who acted 
as my halderahba or introducer, then informing him that 
a young Englishman awaited the honour of an intro- 



dnetite. Mag ia^ntly gav^ ccaiimaad for me 
to be admitted* wMct was commtmieated to me by a 
native ; so doffing my hat 4n^^boe% lea-Ting the latter 
on the threshold, I made a bold advance into the 
interior of the hnt ; but great was my snrprise when, 
instead of feidlog- B,ny whem the ontward parft^emalia 
of Oriental royalty, I beheld the famous tCheodore, the 
renowned W;gErrior and itltolate lOrd of a gl^at dominion^ 
dressed in fhm ootton •sHrt tfO?j8iei%*and these n-ot 
over-elean, ^e^'^d, fiot on ^ ihrone,. bnt on a Im divan 
raised^a^botft a foot from thig grotod* tPMnMiftg at first 
trto i| conld not be tie© king himi^ll wbo was seated 
before me, the profotind bow wjth whieh 1 enteiced was 
rather une^rfainly directed. Kis request by indication 
that I would be seated reassured me, and, doubling my 
legs up in the Oriental manner, I squatted down among 
the rest. We were now ^vell supplied with arracky and 
tedge (honey-wine) in the drinking line, as well as with 
a plain breakfast of teff bread and stewed meat to 
satisfy the more solid demands of hunger. In the 
meanwhile the king, who was sipping arracky all the 
time,* chatted away very pleasantly in Amharic with 

* I ker^ oeef^D: ^ Jeaaagcfe ISM,. ihm$h Theodore eonsumes 
a vast c^uantity of arraciy, lie is no drtinfeard j that is, I have never 



m 



tie missionaries, plji^g tiiem mih ^iiestioas im the- 
ologf, or discussing their reeent successes ia mortar*- 
making. 

HSg appearance was that of a man of almut forty-flve, 
of middling &tatiir% and possessed of a well-fenit but 
not orer-powerful :fr^m% conveying more the idea of 
being 'irn^h a»d wiry than of strong physical develop- 
ment Mm- mmfi&mmi m Mtky ap^oaciiliig to Mmk^ 



heard of him being overcome with drink. He always stojDS at a cer- 
tain point. His usual drink is the arracky of the Soudan, made 
fr^^m ^tes, honey, Wk4 id^ %ylSdbc km ^Ot 4kmt <)f t&m Ming 
the sole diBtiMaifem ^ ^a^riaba^ of B^ffitt % mmpl^ -jpxep^BwmBj 
and Dr. Beke ought to have been the last person to have hinted at 
such a thing, for, having studied Bruce, he might have known that 
not oixJy ^^exc^ll^t te&' mm^ ^^Immy^imy hyd:r0iii^/* a 
0f b^r, called bouza," but also " strong, good, new brandy, 
was a common drink of Abyssinia, even in his time. I have said 
before, that Balambaras Guelmo had abundance of arracky, as 
indeed Ix^ve all tes^ %}m <mk afei ifc l^kmpm^ Mmi it 
in the country ; and surely they were at liberty to make their own, 
especially when they found they could make it better than the 
BSttiv^es. It is just possible iha.f the king, on tasting theirs, found 
it better than his own, and so got them to make some for him ; Btit 
if so, this would not be confined to the Chrischona brethren. Mr. 
Moritz, the Polish soldier, and Mr. Zander, an old resident, had 
the best tMt I ta^t^, Mt. Mad^s ateo "wm eXistf teiifc. So mmh 
for Mr. Layard's "braady merchants" md Dr. Beke% " Book q{ 
Qiuinte Essence^" 
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but lie lias notMn^o^^ His featttftas^ 

are altogetlier tfeog© of an European His kead is well 
formedj and Ms iair is arranged in large plaits extend'- 
ing back from Ibreiiead. The foi^eai is ^nd 
tends to be promineMfc His eye is hlm% Ml # 
quick and piercing. ffisniJie ta a Itib iif Hit Bq«& 
abont it j b«ng slightly arebed and pointed* MSB mm& 
is perfect, and the sftiile, wMeb during the conTerSation 
eontinnally played upon it, was exceedingly agreeable, 
I may say fascinating. He bas very little mbnstacbe 
or beard. His manner was peculiarly pleasant, gracious, 
and even polite, and his general expression, even when 
his features were at rest, was one of intelligence and 
benevolence. On the whole, the physiognomist would 
find no trace of fierce passion save in the lightning 
glance of his eyes. I watched for the keen shot of 
light coming from them at times, and reflected upon 
what he could be capable of, but they did not strike me 
as treacherous eyes. I felt that he could act savagely 
under irritation. 

Our repast concluded, the kiug signified his intentipn, 
of visiting the foundry where his European workmen 
had made the last mortar. He descended the bill bare- 
footed and bareheaded, though the nature of the ground 
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mmsm^ rtragh, and covered with tlxomy biishes, 
and as it was noon tlie sua also wag vary hot ; Ijai; shoes 
or hats are considered superflnities in Abyssinia. He 
re^ttested us to mount our mules ; of eourae^ like 
courtiets, we refused to do this so long as 
he walked Mmssit Hif m^kb 4ho& ha^g t Is^ge^hote 
in it that ai^oged two or three torn of my tiailpcidnged 
I «# m^^ii m w^erely agam^ a st^ie 
that tjb# Po^dh^n to fiow pretty freely, Bojnfe dirt 
got into th& wounds aad ^mSmmm^m &mw^^ ^smm^ 
ing me a paliiM soi^ it feol-^ eoupe <5f laonihs 
to heal. 

Maderakal, of whom I have previously given an 
account, turned to good use the lessons in genuflexions 
he had received of the Jesuit priests in France, by 
running before the king, and at every few strides 
prostrating himself, as he demanded permission to go 
and see his relations at Adowa, whom he had not now 
beheld for some years. The king so far granted his 
request as to promise that when he had subjugated the 
rebel Tadla Gualoo in Gojam, and had no more need of 
his Tigrean soldiers, he would send him back with them 
to his native place. His assent to the petition was 
sigmfied placably and kindly. 
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Mhm we ^^ac^l the pkiE at iie foot of M^iiat 
%^m^ TfeeAr© mwaM HtlM^ i^gile atwi ms^pl^ 
ti^ sprang ilM pfrtiJ$4 t!b© w6to:fe 

t>f Jic»semaii8hip -^lial is said te be lijle t& ^fttjilt 
into his seat even while the horse is in. motionj lite the 
trained Arab. Evidently his pride animated Mto highly 
on horseback. We having also mounted, he then 
amused himself by chasing Maderakal with spear in 
hand over the plain. Off they flew. Maderakal was 
only riding a mule, but he skimmed along on it so 
swiftly and well that the king was highly gratified with 
him, and bought the mule of him there and then, 
giving of course a kingly price for it. 

We now arrived at Gaffat, and here we were met by 
M. Lejean, wdio, hearing of the king's approach, had 
only time to assume his uniform before Theodore ar- 
rived. M. Lejean had wished to hoist the tricolour 
oa the top of his tent, but he was dissuaded from it, 
as he was told, that the Mi^ woiil^ be greatly di&pleased 
at Bmh % course, as representing an eneimchment on 
ills prerogative. This ob|^»tioii is pai?t md pared 
of tbi$ v^Mfat- hp ©itotSfflS^ «^ ^ ^g^yyiitei^t 
of consulates in his dominiom The Mug's idea is 
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cognisal m ik& ^y&^F^ hmiiMs ow% and €iat ail 
persiDais resUiug in territories, laiilsr^ qt ibreigners, 
must obey tlie hmiS of IsmC be milijeet to him 
entirely. It k m insfance of Ms singiilaiiy jealotts 
character, and of his view of despotism. If, therefore, 
a consul ventures into the country, he must not do so 
with the idea that his person will be considered sacred, 
or that the power represented by him will impose awe ; 
but he must be prepared to stand on the same footing 
as a native of the country. Hence the subsequent 
imprisonment of the French and English consuls, in 
Avhatever light we may choose to regard it, was not 
looked upon by Theodore as an infringement of the 
rights of nations; for rights of this nature he had 
never recognised. I believe, however, with regard to 
ambassadors the case is different, and that the custom 
of ancient nations in respect to them JhcOld^ good in 
Abyssinia; Skt all ev;etLts, the persons of meggefigers 
paBsing betwe^ti ^o- eontending armies are held i^cred. 
The consul B&med a* flrsfe m mmtsim to wljwp to 
mskB tkeimmm m I imA hm^ mfmB^ §m mwml of Hs 
Ifele^j^'i mfMm hmM$ immB^ in gay^eolouted tmricsi 
the Mug appeared the hst person of all to be the one 



102 



who claimed regal honours, M. Lejean's hesitation, 
however, was but momentary, for a word from one of 
the Europeans soon enabled him with a profound bow 
to tender homage where homage was due. The king 
merely responded with a few words of welcome, and 
then asked the consul when he would wish to be 
received officially. M. Lejean of course made answer 
that it would be when it should please his Majesty. 
The king accordingly appointed the day following. His 
juanner was femiliar^ not imperious in any degree. 
- He now passed on to the enclosure where the last 
moytar had been turned out, and jproceecJed at oace to 
inspect the furnace, while the various pro0esS'es were 
explained to him by hia " children." 
Paring tliis ceremony a slight incidajit k^ppmed to 

md^mtB wM<^ imMm^ fariia^ was surromded 
by a l^t fijaato^wA taf toaboos. H Jja^jpened iiM I 
waa foRo'^g mtm lew yards beMnd the Iking ; my foot 
sHf^d, and I Ml against the fmmmoTls: m Bmk a 
maimet #afc the end of a loag bamboo flying back 
stimk his l&Jesty on tiie back of tlie head* Hobody 
appealed to liave noticed the affair but the king* He 
fftoed about quietlj^ and gave me a mfit I 



DEBRA TABOR. 



103 



smspect that he must hmor guessed at ouee liow 1 had 
blundered. It was a vei^ -j^mxBm toewlea^ tj»jiM- 
tory look I tiaa^ted it iaaplf kg Iw^iveness 
i^adily. What grieved im Mo^ wa% that iim 0mi 
cmSoL of people prevented M# fi?£aa f€^ijig sufficieii% 
n^ar to aakHt pardo»* He se&msd to haw forgotten 
the circumstatiee iintEeifiatielf aftet* 

The king now expressed a wish to see a f ew feomlbB 
fired from the recent issue of his foundry, and we 
all accordingly adjourned to the courtyard of Mr. 
Saalsmiiller's house, which offered the best advan- 
tages for the object in view. A carpet was brought 
out and spread upon the ground, on which his Majesty 
seated himself, and he also bade M. Lejean be seated on 
the same. The remainder of us squatted down where we 
could find room, Europeans occupying the inner circle. 
The mortar was brought out and placed, though not 
fastened, in its carriage ; when it was duly loaded and 
primed Mr. Bender was deputed to fire it. The trial 
on the whole was very successful, though, as the mortar 
had not been fastened, it kicked to such an ^Eitot as 
to fly a few feet out of its m£mg% ^ ibe imminent 
danger of Mr. Bender. While ihm&. homkm weife being 
fired the king seemed buried in deep thought j Ms head 
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was bent, he spoke to no one about him ; I did not see 
that he opened his hps at all. I had begun to watch 
him curiously, and I was much struck by this pro- 
foundly meditative expression that had come on him. 
The fit lasted until the experiments had ceased ; he 
then looked round, and fixing his eyes sharply on one 
who sat near him, fell into animated conversation on 
the subject of artillery. All the Europeans joined in 
this conversation. The king said that he desired to 
have still larger bombs .mftde, for whioh purpose he 
would build them extensive workshops, and supply, to 
amount they wished^ the metal required in their 
manufacture. 

All ttie tiin# tha*t Theodore was speaking of these 
w^diM |)re|Jarations, Tm was plapng with a little child 
of lE^ Bfcwi:^®^!^ mMeh hB hsd $^pd. aJwagsiie ef 
Mm 0U the carpel^ Betw»ea Hmsdf mM^ L^^mm.; 

certainly^ a trfw $m Mm %m for tiie 

first time, m(L who knew nothing of Itis antecedents, 
would have found it difficult to believe that he was the 
cruel monster whiohi recent aecomits unite in describing 
Mm. But there is a strEEge eoEti^dietioa^ a curious 
two-sxdedness about Eing Theodore^ which: hias sorely 
f er|lexed all who have ende4¥Qi23fed to form an esti- 
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m^ii& # Ms fslmm^t, TKere are those wlio tHuk tltey 
hsm i.mmh^ i^e mm whm 
Wm m m Mmmx itspotj a Mttodthirsty tyrant, a 
Nero, a worse thm Kiftg of Dabomey* Oon^iemg 
the sufferings wMeh some who ihm charaeterfse Mm 
have endured at his hands, we scarcely like to dispute 
the judgment ; but experience is not to be trusted im- 
plicitly as a guide to character. After all, they may 
only be looking at one side of him — the side which he 
presents for the moment to them. Others, like myself, 
have been weU treated by him ; and, considering that 
he could have had no motive for thus treating us but 
pure kindness, we are bound to testify so far in his 
favour. Our testimony may not go a long way, but 
such as it is let it stand. He seems just now to have 
great need of it. 

No, Theodore is not all devil ! else how comes it that 
those who have known him best and longest have given 
the most iavourable account of him ? Take Bell, for 
iiistaELee, wlio was his bosom <ioBi;gamonj and Plowdew, 
his Mend, who both lost th«if lives in his service* B 
would be a |joor l:^1bnle to their memory to say that 
1&e|- gave a life% devotion to 6fie wBo was no better 
th^n a King of Dahomey. They must have seen, or 
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faueitd mw, sometliing gooii. la Eter^Jiamething 
(^f a wibfie, ag well m a liAmk^ Mm to M$ &Mtm^t^ 
And perhaps, in pity for httttiaii mattire, it W011M be as 
Avell if we also could see a little of this light side, after 
we have got sickened (as we all have) with the dark. 

When I beheld the arm of this warrior-king — this 
man who had slain his thousands and tens of thousands 
— thrown, in a fond caress, round the little child of the 
white man, I felt that Theodore must have tenderness 
lying in him somewhere. His passion for children was 
confirmed to me by several testimonies. I was told 
that he has always adopted, as a kind of King's Own, 
all children born during a campaign, and has charged 
Mwself with their education and bringing up, Shake- 
speare tells us we should distrust the man who is never 
stirred by the harmony of sweet sounds — and, be might 
have added by the sight of childhood's innocence ; and 
if th© converse of the latter holds good, he who h 
intif^fled in a little ehild^ becanse it is a ohild^ is, to 

On the followic^ M$ Ms^^^ & iomml 
tm0j^mm to the foeiwiL consul *^#red Mm wMh. 
the discharge of cmmm^ ^d seated in slate. This 
latter ceremonious poatioa consisted in his being 
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^mdted up on the ^ M a high mXi, hmg witli g»y 
cajf ets mi m^mite& ib© siirfece of iM 
gtomd roiifid ^6Ht Mag also spread witli tlie same. 
He expressed Bfe approbatipii of J^A^iieoJi's letjteiv fm^ 
posing ftkaMaiv Ij^jx ImA hm^t ai4 

signified Ms eamest d^siet |o be m MmM^ t0M^m^ 
ship with France, just the same as Tie was m§k Eng- 
land; and said he had already sent a letter to the 
Emperor of France as well as to the Queen of Eng- 
land, expressing his desire to send ambassadors to both 
countries, and inquiring whether they could ensure the 
safe passage of these through the Turkish dominions, 
with the Sultan of which he was then not on good 
terms. The consul assured him, on the part of his 
government, that there w^ould be no difficulty on the 
score of the Turks, and that either European power was 
sufficiently strong to ensure the safe conveyance of his 
ambassadors through Egypt, The consul n&w ordered 
his servants to bring forward the presents, consisting of 
revolvers, pistols, &c., richly mounted, and several boxes 
containing rich silks, muslins, &c*, ^eimens of Lyons 
mmNfy^iVM* Unlike most African: j^eulates^ and as 
if tis ipri&ve how mistaken general conceptions of Mm 
arOj lie did mt display the least aiixiety to Tbetold these 
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gifts of Haf olecm* M0 Mi mt^ Imk them imM^ 
Mly> hut witk)tit mti^gfe tlk^m^ x0mmikingy in m 
mmnm^&d way, afte* a short inspection, iMt fmm^ 
ship Wias Mt Better than presents. Catching sight of 
tibe ii^e'^rolvers, at a second glance, he took them in Ms 
hands and examined them with the eye of one accus- 
tomed to their use; but he uttered no comment or 
exclamation, and quickly returned them to the hands of 
his attendants. As regards the silks, he did not even 
wait to see the bottom of the boxes which contained 
them, before he bundled them off to the apartments of 
the queen. Such things could only be meant for women! 
Some coloured pictures, however, on the lids of the 
boxes for a moment seemed to interest and amuse him, 
especially one containing a representation of an indig- 
nant farmer :Feceiving with a pitchfork a suspicious 
character who was making his exit fropa. th§ window of 
his wife's bedroom. Captain Cameron, our own consul, 
had not been much more fortunate than M* Lejean in 
i^Q choice of some of his p^^aitsj fijf ^ j^g^nting, 
among^ othar Uiing^. a Im. mgrnkf ihe Mag mid^ 
^1iTaa^^$gftOi|^j^ ma ikm& 

nm$m$iml ihm^ T mid i^mm%md it at once to obll- 
Tion in the home of Mr. Waldmaier, 
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l%em md^^ naed mmt hme bean made, for 
Mr. H<?wden Itsi kmg mp^mnLf stated, thai. 

bul imifilioisi of i?p;ar'tjr hk ndMjem^^ One c»ir two 
mmB. iatd-pieces, som© statidB ipf Btm^ ll¥ laiar^ c€ 
gunpowder, or a quantity of pei^ggii3tt^apv'^^>^^ hW0 
been sure to have pleMed Mm* '"^k^ Sf&^ "Wm^ 
exdttg^fe i& making §m mistake, hmi we ndt. 
Theodore imagined that we trifled with him. 

At the conclusion of M. Lejean s interview, the king 
asked him whether he wished immediately to depart 
for his post at Massowah, or would prefer staying in his 
country a short time ? M. Lejean said he would prefer 
to stay ; and the arrangements for the exercise of the 
king's hospitality were made. 

Mr. AValdmaier then told the king my object in 
coming into this part of Africa, namely, with the hope 
of reaching the Galla countries to the south. At this 
the king smiled and shook hia head, and then said : 

"I am afraid the present unsettled state of the 
country will not possibly allow of your travelling therei% 
but when I have conquered th© cottii'tries ix> thf iSQiilh, 
which originally belonged to my tae^^rs, Ihtii ^oae 
parts will be open and safe to EuropeatE travellers/- 
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Trm$Um — 1 must inform jmt M&§m^' tliat I nif- 
s^f hare hmn <?cfflafdlfed to ml|iiq[ai& lite idea &r tjie 
ppgi^l^ l«r jiatiBf I^aeii robbed in tlie eooiaterf ^tiba 
i^al^Xj^iiortii^^ mefeSisity of putting mfieJf 

India or England.* 

Kingf. — If you absolutely wish to go, I will supply 
you with a guide to Massowah ; but if you are inclined 
to remain in mj country, I will furnish you with every- 
thing you require* 

Trmdler (with a profoamd l?owi*— Your l[a|esty 
OTerwhelms ma with Mndnei^. If I thought I could 
in w^- be of service fmst 'M^m^^ I would will- 

King. — Do you understand the manufacture of gun- 
powder and percussion-caps ? 

Traveller. — No, I am sorry to say, I do not ; in my 
own country I was brought up to the duties of a clerk. 

Smg.^—^^ I have often thot^^ht I would like to 
ha;?e an Engliih secretary^ 1^ fou are willing to beetle 
such, 

hrotigM no |)res6iits, aoeordiiig to the general tmstom of tcaveEars. 



m 



Tim waa tlie Ehglisli rendOTing Mr, Waldaaiet gave 
to the word, but what was exactly meaat by it I do not 
know. At this stage the conversation^ was interrupted ; 
but whatever may have been the king's idea, I heard 
no more about the matter during my stay, and, perhaps, 
it was fortunate I did not. 

During the course of the interview Mr. Waldmaier 
had gratuitously informed the king that I had walked 
a good part of the road ; on hearing which he said he 
would present me with a mule. In the coui^e of an 
hour or two a stout mule arrived at the doOr tif my hut 
for me, ready equipped with the saddle and trappings of 
a native chief, so that my respeetability was made at 
once. 
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His lanle^y to t^a o^itxetad. 

The Emperor Theodore, King of the Kings of Ethiopia" 
(his title engraved on the royal seal), was born about the 
year 1820 at Sherlia, a large village of Kuara, the most 
western province of Abyssinia. His father, Aylo Walda 
Georgis, younger brother toDejage Comfou, chief of the 
province, was of an illustrious family ; and his mother, 
by name Aitetegeb, could even boast a royal lineage, 
tracing her descant, according to the king's own account^ 
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firom Menilek, son of Solomon, by Miakada, Queen, of 
Shebft, and founder of the Abyssinian dynasty, Tbis 
olaini,put foward by Theodore, bas been jnnch called in 
qai^tion by bis eneinies fe'^ea amongst bis own people ; 
and a BCobammedstn Aby^sfeaaiit^ who was **Army 
Tailor" to Si^^asie, and wbose acquaintance I 

made in CditcOj, fold m# ihs^ m far fiom Aitetegeb being 
of roj^al Infage^ ot eten hmM %if^ to Waldj^ (leorgis, 
sbe was in. reality nothing more tim a- mmf M}mev, 
find that Ibe only intimacy Ibt ebief ever bM l^th her 
W»8 mhmf m be? capacity of fC^^rcnger, she wonld enter 
Ms tentto temOTe rnbMsh ; the result being the present 
occupier of the Abyssinian throne. This story has so 
much of malicious slander on the face of it that it almost 
refutes itself 

Another report says that when, as a simple warrior 
chief, he had conquered all his enemies, he requested 
the priests to crown him king ; and that they, having 
demurred on the ground of his not being of the royal 
family, he exclaimed, angrily, "Search the books!" 
which doing, behold! they found his kingly gene- 
alogy. Now, without attempting to cast a doubt on 
the truth of the sacerdotal order in Abyssjinia, tboijgb 
we have had some very naughty iasis amongst our- 

t 
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selves, it seems ratlier stmnge tliat tliese learned and 
wise mmx tad not diBOoveredl tlik before he came to 
power^ for some wicked peofl© imght say that fear had 
leiii clearer tMf gmm^J^^^ 

I meatioiied to Mt, Waldmate^ haviiig Iteard the 
report hsi he i&ll tere was no jmasoit tcy do^jfet ^Im 
laiff^flaesi of eMffis; $;xd Ms^fdh^wliO' wp 

#ia# 'lime ikfe^gmiii^ii dragomaii at the British Om^ 
Mikte^ solemiily a^snrad of Ihe king's right, saying, 
tha.t the genealogy could easily be traced to King Joas, 
who reigned in ihB tiffle of JSruce, and so to Meailek 
It may also be observed, that in a^conntry whose popula- 
tion does not extend to four millions, and where the 
kings have been allowed a plurality of wives from time 
immemorial, it would be difficult to say who is not 
connected laterally, if not directly, with a dynasty which 
dates back some three thousand years. More numerous 
than the green-turbaned descendants of the Moslem 
prophet, the race of such a wholesale multiplier as 
Solomon may probably be found without as well as 
within the boundaries of Habesh. 

The real name of the king is Kassa, he having assumed 
that of Theodores, or Theodore, in reference to an 
Abyssiniadi prophecy, that an individual bearing this 
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name is to arise in the lattet iap^ m€ after restoring 
the ament glctff 0 |hf eHipre^ ftp^pim # 

irf &e Itiffiiei^ Mme c#tst th$.E this was #e amfeilcMis 
prograaaittie f heotore fbr Miii^lC 

The precisfe tim ^ Ml^ Tm tQ&k trith i%em 
ifleas perhaps he JS flUe to Slf^lwtt Mr. Howieti 
informs ns that from his earliest youth he regarded 
his present elevation as assuredly destined." The 
probability is, therefore, that having once found out the 
fact of his royal descent, with that ambitious vanity 
which is the peculiarity of the Abyssinian, and the 
natural inheritance of a chieftain's son, he immediately 
sought to work his aspirations into a well-digested plan. 
Having early the advantage of a good education, his 
studies must have shown him that, while Abyssinian 
history pointed back to David, king of Israel, as the per- 
fection of kings in the past, Abyssinian prophecy pointed 
forward to the coming Theodore as the perfect king of 
the future. Hence, while seeking to accomplish (h0w^ 
ever illogically) in his own person the prophecies re- 
garding the latter, he took for a standard — a model to 
which he should conform himself— his iUustridus pro- 
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gBBitoi^ King DaiiC With tMs idea lie imie Ifee 
I$?ai#tisli Kmg Ms sttidy, always carrying on his persoa 
the Book of Psalms, md hjB mi feo^ a paidlel 
in his own history and that df Da^ld, hj^ m BimM^ 
circumstances used the very language of the latter, and 
this both to God and man. There was no blasphemy 
in this proceeding, nor hypocrisy; he was perfectly 
sincere. His desire was father to his belief. Seeing 
his country in ruins, he desired to save it, and so believed 
he was destined to be its saviour. His father's and 
uncle's contests with the advancing power of Egypt on 
the western frontiers, in w4iich he himself was also 
engaged, had shown him the source of his country's 
crippled state and that which threatened its utter 
destruction^ What was this ? — Mohammedanism. There- 
fore Mohammedanism must disappear from his country ; 
and not only so, he would wipe it off the face of tha 
eartk A wild thpught^ UQ daubt ; but, after all, not to 
be condemned as #i3fBS ,tl^ patriotism run mad. His 
Ji^eries in the presence of experimental gum were 
do?iiMte^ fiiU of this vision. Theodore m tlio tost md 
Only pafeli^ i^^f^istt^ mdj assurdOfi i^ill feo 

the last. This virtue W Hdwieit has h&imB ^km^d^ 
is entirely uninowB to hiscouirfcrymea; heace Theodora 
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was never trndexstood % &em, and to this maj be 
ailtrijboQljeil iiis 

Bmt a^eolap^^ Imited to M-W^m was mt mlf 
inspired by ptjiolJSQl) ii wm M im<3:^tseid: bf 
deep religiousne^ of Ms ebaraetejrv Jji bte tbe Spirit 
of tbe old Gna^ders was strong. B is related of Mm 
that when a missionary oneo sTiowed Mm « sfereosoopfe 
view of Jerusalem, the king asked, "Whai isi^ia large 
building with dome and spire ?" 

" The Mohammedan mosque of Omar," replied the 
missionary. 

The king leaned his head on his hand and began to 
weep. Then lifting his face he asked, angrily : 
' " How is it that the powerful nations of England and 
France have suffered for so long the infidels to possess 

the Holy Land ?" 

He could never understand our Eastern policy in 
keeping the sick man " on his legs," and in the Crimean 
war bis sympathies W^e rather with Eussia. He even 
wrote to the Czar proposing a joint invasion of Syria for 
the extirpation of tiie Mohammedans and having got 
gQubbfed in qaart0r» as he bad been evei^btre «ls% 
be deterndaed to undertake th© "fes^ *lon#» M this 
j^qjpGse be was strengthened by the consideration that, 
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m a Mmm^ i^ato* of Ms^gli^&M, hi #i Mm of 
Ifebileli, goli of BoMiaoii^ he was jnstly entitled to 
occupy the thj^ia# of Ms^mees^ through the Qti^m 
of iybi hf M ^iiai to atl tihe terrifory originally 
included in Oiish at ^Btliiopia^ consisting of Abyssiiiia 
with its boundaries extended to Egypt on the north, 
and Zanzibar on tiie south, and Arabia, including the 
holy cities of Mecca and Medina ; and through Solomon 
he claimed the whole of the Holy Land from the 
Euphrates to the Mediterranean. He .thought he had 
a divine right to all these countries, and that the God 
of Dayid, his father, would support him in it. 

Having once got an inkling as to the scheme of a 
brilliant imperial destiny, he had recourse to prophets 
and fortune-tellers " to have it confirmed. The result 
was no doubt favourable to his views. M. Lejean, in Ims 
" Theodore H. et le Nouvel Empire d'Abyssinie," gif?^ 
an instance in which he thus had recourse to the super- 
mtfliraL But seeing that M. Lejem obtainad his in- 
fOTmaiiMi fto^ ^mk> wem miml»^ to !Iiit(Mio?e> 
the case has a ©ertaia j^ocdettg fmm the 

naasal©!^ ip^idh^ mbMB 1% 4gslycfS its crediljjiity, has 
added not a little to its interest. I give it here in the 
words of Lejean : 
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^Tmrm^B tke <^os© of tlxe jear 1804 an oflSoer^naiiied 
KasB% eaeamped witli a body^ of cavalry in a fbm on 
the borders of Lafee Tsana, Mlowed by a page and 
two tot^taen^ lie afpra^cbed tie lake ; 
arrifed witMa 'flblrly jaees of its mmgm^ made sign to 
Ms men lo iptlfetRaw^ j ikm fMWm'^g bi» way aloEy% im 
stopp4 <5n iifete stee of iite a^nd proncm»^4 a few 
W€a^ of magic import* ^iiiaMiately a thlek ria& 
np from Jl^^ iij^tea of tbe lake and rereaied, on 
dissipating into the stirronnding atmosphere, a troop of 
Shangalla (negroes) in the act of erecting a throne. 
This done, another Shangalla of formidable aspect, and 
having a crown upon his head, rose up from the lake 
and seated himself upon the throne ; then fixing his 
gaze upon the officer, who all this time had not moved, 
he said, ^Thou hast called me forth from the abyss, 
dost thou know who I am ?' 

" ^ Yes,' replied the officer, ' I know thou art the 
Prince of Evil Spirits, but tliat is not the object of my 
summoning thee. Shall I be king ?' 

" * Thou wilt have a troubled and cheq[uered life/ said 
the genii, 

^* ^ I do not ask thee that ; — shall I be king ?' 
* Thou wili^ replied Uie demon, aaxd immediately 
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disappeared mik Ms l&mm mA^ liM dmm lot % thmk * 

^^E^^^ teiei hi i«ep thought, reteii©! id M&Q. 
who lia^ tboM h&m wlfcae«t of tMs ^teaage 

I will now proceed with an aceomxt of the maan 
incidents in the king's life. 

On the death of his father, Kassa M^as removed by 
his mother to Gondar, w^here he received the rudiments 
of his education. Here, however, the poor lady w^as so 
reduced in circumstances as to be compelled to resort 
to the sale of Jcosso in the market-place as a means of 
subsistence. This barely sufficing for her own wants, 
her youthful son found an entrance into a convent at 
Tohmgsa!^ a Tillage to the north-west of Lake Xsaii% 
aacl. he received that knowledge of religious ques- 
tioiis and that insight into monastic life which he 
turned to SHoli^'ood account after war rls. How lo^ig h& 
wmikl Irnm mmmmd 1mm it m diMmlt i& safj. Imd^ mi 
m •^mM iaken i^&h tmsuid Ms mmgim ifilty a 
ootids of Hi© in which be dtst^jted ta A 
emimspea^ '^^Rm "Wi^ im Im^ 1km §m <^ 
convent hj Deja^ Ifo^o^ a eMef who laM #alm fe^&s 
province of Dembe% iii wltieh it was situated^ md who 
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efii^ fill to Ike sword its inmate^ r^«dless of theit 

jH^ nowsot^t refiige #ith Mb iiJ^^^D^aft (JoMlfoi]^ 
to wfepiB;^ oil striving at the age of manliooi, lie tm&^^ 
his g^ioes at eofii&oti soMier during tliat powetfol 
chief s engagements with the advancing powet oi Egf ft 
on the Blue Eiver, and is said to hm^ so gained the 
admiration of his uncle by his daring and iraIo*flf as Id 
have induced him to speak in highly honourable terms 
of his gallant youthful nephew to Ras Ali, the governor 
of Western Abyssinia. 

The death of Comfou, and the consequent dissensions 
of his three sons over the inheritance, occasioned a state 
of anarchy in Kuara, which rendered it an easy prey to 
the Egyptians on the west^ and to the ambitious designs 
of Birru Goshu, chief of Damot andGojam, on the south, 
and while the former encroached more and more on the 
ill-defined boundary of Western Abyssinia, the latter 
iayaded the country v^^ith a numerous army, and soon 
succeeded in subduing the greater part of the unhappy 
province to his sway. Kassa, who had taken the part 
of G-arad, Comfon's^ el46St son, had in this campaign 
another of those narrow escapes which have so immh^ 
Ms eventful life, he having only evftded capinre and 



122 



ABYSSINIA, 



ps^^baWb death, by seeking refuge mth ^ peasaul of 
Sa^iigtV Swfb: i^tfKmleS jb| .®^()3flae^ 1^ 
good Mb x&ikmA Ibr im^ ttaa & i^m^. M tibe of 
imm laJb. so^^^led $& making his escape to t1m 
wm^Bm |50l4<^ cjf ite ptm^m&f islt^e he gathered 
u few teisty Mlo^ers arotttid Mm, and made raids^ on 
the provinces of his Egyptian neighbours, finding sub- 
sistence for himself and friends in the booty thus ob- 
tained. He gradually extended these razzias to the 
more northern districts, and would occasionally make a 
sudden descent upon the Tokruri Mohammedans, until 
his name became a terror to all along the frontier. 

The success which attended Kassa on these expe- 
ditions soon brought to his camp great numbers of 
brave soldiers, whom the love of adventure, or hatred to 
El-Islam, impelled to make common cause with the 
renowned warrior, until his increasing power excited the 
fear and enmity of the Waisero Menin, the motlier of 
Bas Ali, who began to think that Kassa'3 formidable 
array threatened the independence of her owJtt ^fiiie^ 
of Dembea- She accordingly collected an fttaiiy^ ^^ith 
the object of crushing tli& powear of tim fOtmg mpstart, 
before his wmt&mBg popi4l^tj.$iiPild fiiader that task 
difficulty if not impossible. She wasj howeTer, too late. 
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The fame of Eassa was alrtadf suffidently pfeat to 
imitteirre tlm mm mi, sii^iko terrcxr to ih^ hemi (rf the 
mmf &ite m&i ^g^wtist Jdto^ tiie^ xegult was tixat the 
Ibrces of almost witlicitii A Ifer W% sfeuck, 

tiWBj^ It igjwjiaTO^^ refeeat Mmm 1ms aow obliged 

sjttia— to- dotiqtterofi aat coaeluded a peace by 
bato^i»g m him the Itand of Tsoobedje, daughter of 
Bas Ali. 

In the meantime the Arabs of the north seized the 
opportunity afforded them by their redoubtable foe's 
absence. They began to make inroads into Abyssinian 
territory, with the double object of plunder and revenge. 
No sooner, however, had affairs been satisfactorily 
settled in Dembea, than Kassa again appeared on the 
scene. He effected a sudden descent on the market- 
place of Matammah, regaining the mountains with the 
booty thus easily won. A second expedition, however, 
ended rather disastrously to himself. On this occasion 
h$ i^ea^trated as far as the river Kahhad, where he 
eame in contact with two regiments of Egyptian troops, 
well-armed with muskets and possessing two field-pieces. 
TlmBB ^^Tmt^&^m on the sid^ of his enemies did no% 
howevei^p pretent Eassa ftom e^ngaging, though his wild 
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soWiers were for th# m0it. p*| ajmsd bnt witii sword 
md, knee, the latt^ onlj h^mg df serti^e, as the 

ie^smiai:^ cfese «|T|«:to*_ The restili ftftf^ 
Igres^m^ f p^rs mA iew guns M %mM M hoM 
Tsmih^m ol 3&ssa's party were a poop I4ial^ ^^ms^ 
ti^iw^ ^iierg aad. ^tmon of tBe ^uxfesf mat 
Kassa, seeing the disadTantage, soon commanded a 
retreat, wliicli he conducted with his usual skill. The 
enemy did not venture to follow in pursuit : they knew 
that to quit their ranks, and the protection of their 
cannon and thorny fence, was to ensure destruction at 
the hand of their more courageous foes. 

Kassa himself was wounded in this engagement, and 
on his return had to put himself un^iar the surgical 
skill of a native doctor at Tchangfti^ This individual 
claimed an ox as his fee, and the wounded chief sent to 
the neighbouring town of Grondar, to the Waisero 
Menin, for a supply^ It WM Hx^dest demand; yet 
theWais©r% wlia, it ftj^pBar^ si^ tetained te ^jakios^ 
to hm former enenj^ i^i^ed to coniply; fbi him^ 
on the contrary^ an insnlting mmmgp^ and the ^^m^ 
of an ox. Ekssa was enraged. As soon as he tad 
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m^vered from Ms wound SEffioiemtly to tafea the 
jsaddle^ lie gatliered rottnd Hm Ms receBtlj dismissed 
soldiera^ tlieir numbers inemasei })f ^^kmmg prongs 
fif^m Ms mtiTe Mmm^ find gat© liie "Wiif ^» battle 
mm tht eapifepi l. to ijttaaiet <jf "Ike. ^ shsiw^g m 
^imm ^ fife injipsd #rtfej^J& Th^ "^etmf 
eeel^ §m mpiMXB of tim Wa&iero to who now 
Became tlie pmoner of ^ the eMef wbose anger slie litd: 
so justly incurred. 

Kas Ali, son to Menin, and prince of the whole of 
Western Abyssinia, bethought him, and not prematurely, 
that affairs had assumed a serious aspect that required 
his own interference ; but being then engaged in war 
with Oubie, prince of Tigre, the eastern portion of the 
country, he was necessitated to confine his course of 
action to negotiation only, the result of which was that 
Kassa agreed to liberate the royal mother on condition 
of his being allowed to retain the title of Dejage, or 
Gowaor, of Dembea, with Gondar for his seat of 
government. These terms Eas Ali was obliged to 
accept for the time being, but as soon as tbe Oessation 
of hostilities allowed, he annulled the im&if^ aud pro- 
claimed Kassaa jebel|,caUing u^qjx 3mm 00^^^ 
nm of Gojam, to Bxpd Mm, and ty^mng the ehMtamr 
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sHp af Bambea as a reward in ease of success- Qmhu 
pt^me^Bd to collect a large army^ and gave Imttle to 
the forces of Kassa ia the plains of Dembea ; vastly 
injfeicMr in numbers, Kmm lost the day, and became 
again a fugitive to Ms own native province of Knara, 
TMm. imn itx 1850. Here he is mM hafe ^toMtted 
m Mm yefae^at isf mw& fcn & tw3eiveiaon% imfaKJwa 
even to Ms Mm^^ dtfe h mkm&h ^§utei«t- 

ence ffoni th^ proiflclt of the chase and the wild frttite 
the country afforded. In 1851, however, he again 
emerged from exile ; and, gathering aronnd hifn large 
numbers of his faithful Kuaranyas, resolved to contest 
again his right to the governorship of Dembea. 

He now made a sudden descent on the army of Birru 
Goshu, encamped on the borders of Lake Tsana, between 
Genda and Tchangar. Again the superior forces of the 
enemy would have snatched the victory from him, had 
not an event occurred which was the turning-point of 
his fortunes. Kassa s own small force had already been 
routed by the enemy, and he himself, with a handful of 
his followers, had sought the protection afforded by a 
field of the lofty doura, or maize, when a horseman 
rushed by, clothed in the shirt of honour which marks 
the dignity of chief KaSsa, perceiving from his hidings 
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^sm %k t)* m Mb hm^^ Ibew ^ pifcol hom 
Ms ^Kila and fired ; the tmli eatering Mb mmmfs 
hmin^ Tirnn. rushing forward, lie tore from tlie dead 
mm Ms emI)roidered sMrt, covered witli Hood, and 
oait|fcg it aloft oa his spear^ edieoted the remBant of 
hit mmf and charged afresh his t^oinstpmfeen 
who, their leader slain^ soon surrendered^ or sought 
safety in- fl%ht This was the first of a series of 
sj)lendid vi&rt^ whfch; "wmm to i^e him to the 
highest pirmaale of Ms yonlhM mMiitoii. 

Kassa direefed wm^ in triumph to #on^r, 
wlterg: Im. establi^ied Miagelf iti Mb hm^ right ; but 
h© Wts not Img to tfantjiilllitjr. BftsiJi began 

to fear more and msm llse rising power and popularity 
of the indomitable chief. He managed to raise a power- 
ful army, which he placed under the command of Ali- 
gaz Faras, the bravest and most renowned of his 
generals, and despatched him to Dembea against Kassa. 
The adventurer, nothing daunted, gave battle; the 
result being the defeat of Eas Ali's army, Faras him- 
self lying amongst the slain. 

The Eas now saw that his own power was at stake, 
and determined to take the field himself. He, therefore, 
collected together a large army, increased by reinforce- 
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mmk& tm& i)nk^i fnim <^ Ilgre, who eXm hs^n 
to look Witt snspiGion on tli0 de§^f of Kassia. AH 
(Jescended tlie heiglits of Debra Tabor, Jiis eapit^fl, to 
AfcWj near Oorata m the lake, where he was laet by 
the advancing troo|)s of Kassa. A desperate encounter 
ensued, in which the forces of the unfortunate Bas were 
completely routed, and driven by their foes over the 
Abai or Blue Biver mi0 the pjfovince of QrJG^ixb,^ Bas 
Ali eiG^ped by flight, seeking first an asy'Iwm in %b 
chnreh of Mahder^i Hffisrianij wh«ne^ ha ®ed to his kins- 
man tfc© Dallas th0 mfuih.- Ifo. Ml, mt mmtff^ 
mmh was |(»eseni -on this <yecasion : h© h&ppen^ to be 
m th©' serti^eer of -!jB^t Aji> H# was sot Jong in per* 
eei^ng mf&mtiif of ith# vfetot of Aichal over h® 
forM#t mastes, ^nd oA &e d^ifeal &i tho latter, united 
his fortunes a&d ^yjjipathim to the reHarkable m*n 
whose star was now in the ascendant. 

The scattered remains of All's army had fled to the 
protection of Birru Goshu, chief of Gojam, and son to 
the prince of the same name whom Kassa had slain on 
the borders of the Tsana. The victorious conqueror 
continued his march over the Abai to that province 
with the object of disposing of this last remnant of his 
enemies. There stands in the south of the most fertile 
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provinee of (3<5|aia 0k isolated motmtaiii mass, called 
Djibella, wMeh, from its inaccessibility, s&m hj one 
narrow paU^ f^Tm& an impr^nable natural fortress, 
aiai Mtbfer&rtt (]rOs1iu retired at the approaeli of hie 
iNowerfnl enemy, From some unknown reason, how- 
ev^, Goslm ^M&tmmik d<^rmined to give bis eift^y 
Isatfle m tbe plains at iiie foot iif tTm mmTSLtrnk, perhaps 
c^^umy wit^ the la^pe of revenging oaKassa the 
deiK& ol Ms father^ "Tim Mse s<bp involfeji "Im own 
defeat; for hOMnerer unimpeachable his mdifidual 
Tbmvery might be, tiaat ot Mb army melted like wax 
before the very name of the terror-inspiring Kassa, and 
the ill-contested battle ended in the capture of Goshu 
himself. The province of Gojam was thus added to 
Kassa's dominion ; and, leaving the government in the 
hands of one of his generals, by name Tadla Gualoo, 
Kassa retraced his steps to Gondar. 

Thus the whole of Amhara bounded on the north by 
the Arab tribes of the Soudan, on the west by the Blue 
Nile, on the south by the country of the Gallas, and on 
the east by the river Tecazze, fell beneath the sway of 
the " kosso-vendor's son." The spirit in which he took 
(apparently) this good fortune is shown in the following 
thanksgiving, publicly uttered by him at the time : 
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I prm^ 0 0od, tKat Tlioti Jut^ .inaiiifested 
Thy goodoess to a pmr sinmer l&e joie. Whom Tkou 
IttjmMest is M«aTi^l^<4> and whma Thou ©xaltest is 
exalted. Thine is the power and glory, for erer and 
eTer*" * 

Arriyed at 0ondar, Eassa, now Eas of Ainhara, seat 
to demand of Ouhie, prince of THgre, the tribute due to 
him in rigM <?f his and ^e^HMied custom. This 
the proud 35ol©3r of !C%r© iadignan% refused to render, 
saying: 

" Who art Ihou, sfflal>flioiiB usu^r, that I «S«)uld pay 

*' Thou s&li seci great OoHath," replied the indomi- 
taHo chie:^ ever ready with one particular analogy ; ** fQr 
like Batid of old, I will sooii bring down thy pride." 

He accordingly prepared a large army, and marched 
into the mountainous country of Simyen, the frontier 
land of his own dominions and those of his powerful 
rival. Oubie had in the meantime gathered together 
the utmost of his force, and, crossing the Tecazze, en- 
camped in the plain of Deraskie. Here, Kassa, after a 
hard day's march, arrived, and immediately ordered the 
attack. Inspiring new strength into his weary troops: 

* Stem*s ** Wandeuittgs in Ahysania." 
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by an eloqm^ut^ liia"MigtJ% in wMdk he recapitulated 
their former axMevemmts, and ridiculed tlie power of 
their opponents, he ooncluded with, ttie memomble 
words: 

" Miow m0, siM by tibte will Qi 0od to-morrow my 
name fMb^ aolomget Itosal" 

For awMetlteiisue t^t balile seemed lija^riain, 
The Tigreans, wbose nttmb^ ii^Je M ittfem t6^l3«5i&e 
dP tlre Amharas, po8se0sed &lm m acLvantage over lheir 
western countrymen in thefar mui^ets ; but Oubie, having 
been wounded by the hand of Kassa himself, was obliged 
to retire from the field, and seek refuge in one of the 
caverns with which these mountains abound. Dis- 
covered in his hiding-place, and taken prisoner by some 
of Kassa's party, his capture decided the issue of the 
fight. The victory was followed by the taking of the 
fortress of Amba Hai, which contained the accumulated 
wealth of Oubie, consisting of a vast quantity of gold 
and silver ingots, 40,000 dollars, 7000 maskets, two 
cannons, and innumerable other articles of value. 

The following day Kassa was crowned amid the accla- 
mations of his soldiery with the title of ISTegoos Teodoros, 
King of Kings of Ethiopia. 

By the battle of Deraskie, Theodore became master 
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of l3ie whole of Tigre to witMn two day s' marek of the 
p^essions m tti^ iea ; 9^ fei* fifom stop- 
piuf JiB»% he ^agoifiad his iirterttion of diido^bg 
enemies of Ms coimtrf tmm Msmtm^ ^jm 
Bmim sea^Kjai^i* I^Oi^piffli^ for ih^ pr^eisi^ lK)WBf er^ 
to exe^it^m of th^ d^es%tt, ^ier hmmg a^ppoiii^ a 
gOftfB^ m <^ Ms Bewly-acquired provfeg^ he 

feliatlay^ to 0t«idaif ml;ke prepara^laom for a diescefii 
mx iTm WoHo (Jalte territory, occupying the high moun* 
tafattfiis regions whi(3i extend fi*dtn the River Abai, 
where it makes a bend on leaving Lake Tsana to the 
southern kingdom of Shoa. The incursions of these 
wild G alias during the last two or three centuries had 
not only dismembered from the body of the Abyssinian 
nation those more southern provinces which were the 
most exposed to their inroads, but had, in the country 
now about to feel the wrath of Theodore, so far advanced 
as to threaten completely to divide the eastern portion 
of the country from the western, the territory occupied 
by them running up like a vast wedge between the pro- 
vinces of Amhara and Tigre. To crush the power and 
check the progress of these savage Mohammedans was 
Theodore's object in this present expedition. He-crossed 
the river Bashilo with a large army, and engaged the 
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troop of ^^ftia at Laga G-ora, 

inflictiiig on them a signal deite. l^m cfeiif mm 
skin in the battle. He then fortified the strong posi- 
tion of Magdala (bitterly known to ns), a monntain 
mass similar to Djibella in Gojam and the Guimb of 
Tchelga, making it at once an armoury, a treasury, and 
a state prison, 

Theodore presently directed his attention to the inde- 
pendent kingdom of Shoa, then under the government 
of Haila Malakot, son of Sahela Selassie, to whom 
Harris's " Highlands of Ethiopia " has given a certain 
celebrity. It was not without a desperate struggle that 
the people of Shoa yielded to the conqueror, and their 
capitulation was liastened^ if not caused, by the sudden 
death of their sovereign, while Ankobar, the capital, 
was being besieged. This event, no doubt, increased 
th^ awe -with which Theodore, who pretended the ap- 
proval of the Almighty in his undertakings, was looked 
ittpaa^ hoik by his owe people and the tenriied Shoaner. 

^mmB^ teited hf ^ i^^^a^^ tte im of the de- 
ceased Mm0 «^poiiated"^viceroy of the kingdom^ 
bow mixm^ to fh© position of jprovince in the newly- 
or(^ted Ethiopian empire, ^ 
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In looking back over this portion of Theodore's 
history, it is a source of satisfaction to find that it was 
not marked by any of those acts of barbarous severity 
which have more recently made his name odious. 
Whether from policy, or in obedience to the better 
impulses of his nature, he did not allow his conquests 
to be marked by even the ordinary cruelties of Aby^ 
siMto warfare. Mr. Plowmen, writing about this tim^ 
says of him : " He exercised the utmost clemency 
towards the vanquished, treating them rather as his 
friends than his enemies." Again, " discovering a plot 
against his life, the king only placed in durance those 
comctmady displaying in all things great clemency and 
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CHAPTEB VIIL (cQntmued.) 

Theodore's schemes for the regeneration of Abyssinia — Arts of peace 
— ^ROid-making — Reforms the law courts — Care of the poor — 

perty — Forbids polygamy — Abolishes the slave trade — ^^Enmity to 
Mohammedanism — His reforms opposed — Blindness of the nation 
— ^*!fJi^We, thw tadftirge of the ^^61^6 Rebellion of Gojam 
' — Revolt of the Wollo Gallas — Pretention of Garad — of 
Plowden — Death of Bell — King's grief — His awful revenge — 
Account of Bell — Esteem of the king — Attachment to the English 
— ^Rebellion of AgowSfbgtmie— ^Hfe mptwt^ mdt muel Am>th~The 
empire re-united — Project against the Turks — Proposed embassy 
to England and France — Arrival of Captain Cameron — ^King's 
letter to the Qtreen— Rich pre^etits. 

Tbi;oi)QSE iiad thus completed the fi}:st part of his pro- 
gramme, namely, the re-imitaixg into OM kingdom the 
hitherto divided provinoes of to efflpir®. He retarned 
to ik^ m^iid to iuawgiir?^ m '&i& ^mmmmmt 

d tlm mmk^', mi mtsm %& <a?f iug abuses in the 
administration of public justice, which restrlted naturally 
from a long coiUfse of anarchy. An independent md 
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t&mfmMl^ Imt feda mxkm m^s waited. Ha JiniL it iii 
Tiew to gainj by go^i paternal govemiii^B% 
confidence and alSsetioii of the people, and so consolidate 
Ms power in tTie newlip-mMtel wereignty of Abyssinia, 
created by his genius* The meastire ms dictated by a 
sagacious prudence, as a preparatory step to his under- 
taking that scheme of conquest which had for its object 
the subjugation of those outlying provinces claimed by 
him as having been, in ancient times, included in the 
Ethiopian empire ; together with the grand idea of 
attempting, at the head of his people, the rescue of the 
Holy Land, the land of their fathers, from the hand& of 
the infidel. 

The first edict which went forth from the royal palace 
was to the effect that every one return to his lawful 
avocation, the merchant to his storOj and the farmer to 
his plough." 

" The proclamation was intended as a reassurance to 
the country, till then so distracted by civil war, that the 
primary aim of its ruler was imperatively directed^, 
first, towards the establishment of peace an^ 
throughout the realm*^ To furtiier titas end^ht gAve orders 
to Im mA^mm *lo ^^^^m ikm ibQ$^ md no way ^ 
harass and piunier the peaaaut, as had preriously been 
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done hyiim amiel ^^mM. Wm feet^ fe) #^ J& gkn^ 

tf odiieei a system of regular pay in tite nfmf^ Se also 
expressed his intention of eti^MiiMng a regulaf itanding 
army, armed with muskets only, and declared that he 
would convert swords and lances into ploughshares and 
reaping-hooks, and cause a plough-ox to be sold dearer 
than the noblest war-horse. The peasantry he sought 
gradually to accustom to live quietly under the village 
judge, and no longer to fear the terrors of a shifting 
military government," * 

The caravan routes, closed by war, he again, to the 
best of his ability, made practicable, and simplified 
the regulations regarding commerce and customs dues* 
He dealt very mercilessly with the bands of highway- 
robbers, whose ravages, even more than the unsettled 
state of the country, had tended to make the roads un- 
safe With the assist^oc© of the Workmeii's Mission, 
he cojnmmeed the c^joifejel^ ^ t taMog JD^lMra 

Gfojam, and Ms s^^mMl at Magiala ; and good yoads 
branching out in ISiea© dfeeftites wgm tfet begintiing 
of his work* In a rich and populous country like Abys- 
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mm^ Ijilitg^o mefe a sin^ m&4 met hmin mm* 

#stmcted by fettdg aiid HiisgtjTa^fBed by its princes; 
and perhaps no greater proof WtsM be given of tiia 
extended grasp of the kiag's mijiii tfctn Ms imme^iala 
resolution, wlien power was iti Ms hands^ to Eaye a net- 
work of roads over his country. 

He also sought to open up the resources of the fertile 
land, by instituting explorations of the iron and coal- 
fields there known to exist, and he entertained the pro- 
ject of sending to England and France some of his more 
intelligent subjects, to learn useful arts and manufac- 
tures, as well as to induce foreign artisans to take up 
their residence in his country. One of the ruling ideas 
of his reign has been to attract foreign w^orkmen, for 
the chief purpose, no doubt, of getting skilled con- 
structors of implements of war. His experience with 
the Egyptian troops on his northern frontier had con- 
vinced Mm that the primitiYO mode of warfare of Ms 
countify t?0uld have to be mi;perseded by the more 
inodem if m&B m&r fo accompli^li the splendid 
id©dign| ^ Ms ernhMgu} «n4 m Im knew tbe 
Turks at woald new s&iw mp^ grmi (pw- 

tity of war moMrid to pass to Mm lMrmiglx their lerri- 
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vmm encouraged by til© venBlify -&f me lyitive judges, 
who wm& to a ifiaii (XJfniptible, mi. Md llje^ solfciting 
of bribes to be no scandal, had to be teijmad, atd 
Theodore did not attack them idly. Like Moses of 
old, he took upon himself the decision of cases which 
were brought before him, making his own palace, as 
it were, a Court of Appeal ; and it is said that the judg- 
ments thus given were often not unworthy of the wise 
Solomon, from, whom he claims descent. 

The poor he took under his especial care, and wher- 
ever he pitched his camp, he would signify his willing- 
ness to hear the complaints of the destitute, always 
beginjaing the day with this charitable work. 4^ctiBg 
froiE a m^la^ of policy and humanity, he has some- 
times, dii^e^ ^ week's mm:(^ mattered thousands of 
dollars among the poor ; and he would add ^ace to his 
gifts by saying, If I do not help the poor, they will 
complain of JBe to Gfld; Imyjself h^ve hmu^ j^mt mm.^^ 

Tk0^^Mmi^ ito rd%ioii of Ms fathers,! 

* Dr. Krapf's Missionary Researches. 

t I give no credit to the story circulated by M. Lejean and urged 
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Ms paiQBfeali^ai^ i»<^l^ed by the insight iaio Mioaa^jB 
life 1)60^^^ ia iM mmm% of itebangar, had ^m^n^t 
1^ €h0^ (ii«r#L ^ifi i^ a^ 1^ jglal^ sfejod laiiB^ 
oi $i r#)rmati6ii. ^hm> Gprniwrni^^ ©^sfisting^ imder 
til© Abuna, of innumerable prieists and debteras, num- 
bering nearly a quarter of the population, had, through 
previous royal grants and private legacies, obtained 
possession of one-third of the landed property of the 
realm, which, being farmed out to the peasantry, was 
to its owners a vast source of wealth, enabling them to 
live in idleness^ and not unfrequently drunkenness and 
debauchery. 

One of the first acts, therefore, of this Henry VIII. of 
Abyssinia was to gtg^uegtrate to royal purposes the whole 
of ikmB demesnes, after apportioning out certain tracts 
surrouixiffig each church for the support of its priests* 
The jjifeassp-e, of course, aroused the invat^ate enmity 
of the saegrdotal ea.§te; but t^e kiadaeiS^ wer shown 
by Theod<M?e to the poot aanengst ^hmi proved that he 

Father Jacobis for the establishment of Roman Catholicism in 
iLbys^imm. B was e mmMt ar^nat^ by th^ Jfestfite, bilfreresfc 
enemies. It is quite opposed to the whole tenour of his life ; nor do 
I believe that he would have condescended to trifle on this subject^ 
by prataising, or by affecting to promise, what he had no mUtthti 
of performi0g. 
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was not eou^iiribag aip,|iist the reliyba of the laiid, 
aM ji;m1ai§4 the m%. <£ &^(M$i$m m the eyes of the 
people, iMe in^i^eased jetrnTi^i thiJt ^ht^alijafeid 
helped Mm to mppott his Eumet osjs soMieiy, md to 
carry out tho«e <^bef mea^ws hit the impjpoyenmt 
^$ ^ eoamtry ?i?Meh he inslittited, he Mmi^lf 
living ia -the simplegt ani most nnkingly manner 
possible. 

Another of the edicts issued from the royal palace 
was one forbidding polygamy. 

This was in reality no new law, but the enforcement 
of one already existing, that the apathy or bad example 
of previous rulers had allowed to be universally 
transgressed, and rendered nugatory. The immoral 
condition of the population sprang partly from a state 
of perpetual civil war ; for the soldiery, the principal 
©Senders in this respect, were often taken away for 
years from their homes, and feeling the inconvenience 
of carrying their wives and families with themj they 
formed fresh miosos in the places where the mWip took 
up temporary quarters. The consequeitpqsi were of 
course detrimental to the social virtues and moral 
ehaaca*^ir the peo^l^ aad mmf lamiliesj^ hf th^ 
husbands' desertion, were thus left totally unprovided 
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for: mticli suJBteriag and destilutioii were the conse- 
qmences. 

atefflfeial)!© traHo 1W t?omittel^ mostly, though »ot 
exclusively, by Ms Mohaiameditii subjects, and fhie 
victims were principally the heathen Gallas of the 
south; the centre of the trade was the Basso market 
in Gojam, and the outlets for this peculiar kind of 
merchandise were Massowah and Matammah. An Abys- 
sinian was forbiddeu, on the pain of death, to sell one 
of his own countrymen, though instances of this being 
done are not unfrequent, especially at Massowah ; and 
numbers of Christian Abyssinian slaves are found at 
Cairo, and in general throughout the Egyptian and 
Turkish dominions. They, however, have for the 
most part been constrained into Mohammedanism; 
but they will often acknowledge their Christianity to an 
European who will not betray them ; and should they 
regain tiieir liberty, they sliake off the creed of Islam 
al mm. 

Tim Wi&t msdif Thm^mm mi&ct&hmk immiM Mo- 
hammedamsm and its professors, apart from the natural 
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antipathy of a Ohri^aa, is not to he wm^em^ at mbm 
it is coEsidereci that to Uiat source, above all othei^, 
was due the dismembeniieBt and ruin of Ms country* 
The!Pmrk# m the irijstemth ^ntmiy'liad possessed them- 
selTea of the only sea-board the eontitry pjQSiBesedj 
Egyptian^ in Jto^oti #^13^ jbad wiMn 

and aamexed m tlm mi west mMj^ ©f ^ ^^jheife 
povittig^ khile the im^>llQn <rf tM Meiiainni^iaa 
Gallai iJse soulhhftd dteiiled Sm^Mm &mfh^th^ 
XSfaiMau temMnts which, tl^li^ Still preserved 
their autonomy, lie scattered abroad almbst hopelessly 
separated from the mother-country. No wonder, there- 
fore, that with this long accumulation of his country's 
wrongs to avenge, Theodore's virgin sword, drawn first 
on the frontiers of Kuara, should be stained with the 
blood of the infidel ; no wonder that he should unfurl 
the standard of rebellion against the G-alla Waisero and 
her son Eas Ali ; no wonder at his fierce onslaught on 
the country of the WoUos ; and no wonder — however 
much an enlightened Christianity niight deprecate it — 
that another of the edicts which ushered in the new 
regime required peremptorily the expulsion from the 
country or the instant return to the bosom of the church 
of his apostate countrymeil. 
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Bmh. are some of the measures whiok mmi0i&iBA 
the aceession of Theodore to tlie throne of Abyssinia. 
That they would haye been carried out, and added to by 
others of a like nature, wd^ m^f reasonably conclude, 
judging from the resolute and aggre^ive character of 
the m^iiareh J but events were now abotit to transpire 
which were destined to make him put off indefinitely 
^eeution of these schemes, and eompl Mm to 
mvm sword aggjia for #te asseri&ga of has p^Mt^ 
rights- as soiirerdpt* 

It is said of Hm ancafeat Jews that ilfey w^e «. 
lions and stiff-necked people, and to ip(^ra Aby^ 
sinians, who arrogate to &em8#l¥# th^ tiflb #f 
Israel, could not furnish a better proof of the justness 
of their claim to be so called than is afforded in the 
resemblance which they bear in this respect to the 
Israelites of old. Haters of all rule, they greet the 
uprising of those whose superiority of talent marks 
them out as the benefactors and saviours of their 
country with resistance and rebellion, while they attach 
themselves with ardour to any petty chief who will 
gratify, by a raid on their weaker neighbours, their lust 
for forage and plunder. Thus, for generation after 
generalion, has their beautiful country been the 
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m&m of a:a»tcliy and bloodslied, and fker have rea- 
dered themselvea a prey to thB aggi^e^ions of 
Mohammedaaiilm, ^ it becomes a matter of dotibt 
whether they will be able to maintain &tm IJe^ 
existeii«5e as 4 nation, Kay, ik^it life w©ntd. long 
since hsm hmH ^rmlied mit liad it not been for flie 
natu:^ proliietion whidh fcir mowatain wall afllA 
i&eni, 

t&tdei' th^se drcnmstances, the only chaaaee im Abys- 
sinia to maintain its independence is in the whole of 
its provinces being united under a firm and enlightened 
government, and assuredly within the modern history 
of the country no ruler has arisen who promised better 
to supply this need than the present occupier of the 
Abyssinian throne. The blind and perverse nation, 
however, did not see good to recognise in him their 
deliverer, and his schemes for the regeneration of his 
country being met by revolt from all quarters of the 
empire, his proud and passionate nature broke through 
all restraints of wisdom and goodness. Seeing that he 
was not destined to be the saviour of his country, he 
determined to be the rod in the hands of Grod for its 
punishment. " I thought," he said, " that God had raised 
me up to be a blessing to this people, but I find I was 
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1 1^^^ this last paragrapli tB^m airte- 

4«iB<l to t©$^& dbange in f totee^ ito^aeto* It 
was in <rf t^#ioliS I am abotit to 
wMeE to iscm stt<j©6fede(i in putting down, tW Ih^eo* 
dore fell into liis nnhappily permanent State of Sat^age 
despair, but of those which broke out later in 1864 and 
1865, and which still resist his power. 

The first rebellion distracting the attention of the 
king from the task of supervising the domestic reforms 
of the country, though synchronous in time with many 
others, was that of the people of Gojam under Tadla 
Gualoo, the governor whom Theodore himself had 
placed over the province. The insurrection w^as tho- 
roughly quelled, though Tadla Gualoo, retiring to the 
mountain fortress of Djibella, in the extreme south of 
the province, succeeded in eluding the king^ 

The WoUo Gallas were the next to incur his chas- 
tisement, and in this expedition an incident liapp^Eyed 
which showed that it was only because mild measures 
MM th^ Im had ;fee£«iti& tt> sewre- mm» Hpi^ 
defeated and tafeea prisoner a number of these Gallas^ 
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3jh^<M%ftt the instigation of the Euro|)eaii artisaiis who 
aceompanied Mai^ ^©fondjr llheraled iQiem. No sooner, 
howev^, hs^ the eii^tenehised Gl-a31a# reached the out- 
slart$ of king's caffi^, jfiian with Hae treaeh;a?y wMoh 
is thB eharacteristie of most AMcans> they" turned on 
the unsuspecting soldiers of the king, remoyed by dis- 
tance from the main hody, and commenced a wholesale 
slaughter. The king, on hearing of it, turned to the 
Europeans, and said : " You see the result of dealing 
gently with these people ; in this instance I took your 
advice, for the future leave me to myself." 

His absence on the campaign was the occasion of 
the revolt of his own brother-in-law, Garad, who seized 
the opportunity of investing Gondar, and putting the 
northern provinces under pillage. It was in withstand- 
ing this rebel that the king lost his two tried friends^ 
Plowden and Bell. Plowden was, ds we should say, 
British Consul for Abyssinia. X hm^ timi(!m}m& ti^ 
Theodore fee^a^ed no foie%aer m resident <JOWtil, 
for he would ha¥e W establisliinait jof fon^^n 
gulates whatever m Ks country. His ^aifenlar objec- 
tions to ife wete fminded on exaggemted reports of 
natives who have been to Jerusalem on p%rima^% md. 
who had represented to the king that consuls m Jfeyf t 
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and Syria possess powers ©^iiai to f 0tgtn- 

ments of those coimtn^ ih^iasal^ea Clotisii^^ U 
must be confessed, a fruitful source of vexation to forefgii 
governments too frequently. Plowden was, neverthe- 
less, much beloved by the king, and followed him in his 
campaigns, serving occasionally in his army. 

On this occasion he was attacked in the neighbour- 
hood of Gondar by some of Garad's party. Having but a 
small retinue with him at the time, he was defeated and 
wounded, from the effects of which he died a few days 
after. The king suffered intense anguish at the loss of 
his friend, and Maderakal told me that on first seeing 
the body, he was so carried away by his grief as to 
attempt to lay violent hands on himsell It is possible 
that Maderakal, however, may have rather stretched a 
"pmui 1mm M 9^ m0^k^^ but the king's grief wm d^^. 

Btil,, c«tt J^e$?lng Kowden^ i^rn^ whom he was 
mmh atlaehs^, teVeog& on Garad.- M the same 
time he had a Sinclair p]:^genti3Bent being 
reveiiged, he would forfeit his own life. The gloomy 
notion did not prevent him from actiiig* He made 
his will^ and bade goisd-hfe fej ii& <MteBt and feiends^ 
and starl^ed mih the kii^ in jieaselt of Gafad, They 
fujsn^d &0 ijatQ the ^mmMm ^ M^^^m^ htrfc, 
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while passii^ th:m^ a wooi, Garad, wlio Imd there 
seereftfeii kimt^j rasheS 6ti% JitijSlttg lEt at the 
king, f lie letter, seeing the deadly Aaft doufwi^^ had 
onlj ^j^me to stoop, when it whkzed hf and w«aal to 
the heart of one of Ms officers. In a moMent Bell 
had drawn his pistol and fired. The ball entered his 
enemy's brain. Garad fell, and our countryman was 
thus avenged ; but a brother of Garad's hurled a spear 
at Bell. It pierced his forehead and kiUed him on the 
spot. The king immediately, with one fell stroke, 
levelled Bell's murderer to the earth; and the rest, 
now engaging, succeeded in overcoming the enemy. 

But how bitter was the anguish of the king, when 
he saw his other friend dead, who had fought by his 
side ! He wept over him with excessive grief, crying, 
'• Oh Bell, poor Bell ! it was thou who savedst my life, 
but at the expense of thine own." Then, leaping upon 
the body of him who had slain his friend, he dashed his 
Sp6sH: into the dead man's head^ exels^miag : " Th&Mf thoa 
wi^tt^, hast-dej^Tel me ^mf 1mat, mjr tally friend f 

tPiiis iacident showt fWfy twofold eksffssdiet ipf 
the king : at times tender as a child, but when roused 
cruel as a tiger. 

, His rewg^ lor the death of Bell was the mutilation 
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i^md ihmv I^O^ieS Heaped up in a pyraffiid and teft foep 
tlie tyenas to dtiTonri 

Bell, originally a naval offla^i- in tlie Brftisli service, 
had come to Abyssinia some twenty years previously as. 
an adventurer, and after having served some time with 
Kas Ali, on the defeat of that prince had entered Theo- 
dore's army, and from that time heartily espoused the 
cause and shared the fortunes of his royal master. The 
king was very grateful for these services, and conferred 
great honours on his new friend, making him eventually 
generalissimo of his army. He also bestowed on him 
the highly honourable though dangerous office of Lika 
Mankuas, a position which enjoined the person who 
oecupied it to wear the royal habiliments during an 
eiigagenieii% as a blind to the enemy in distinguishing 
the royal person. But in addition to, and far abeve^ 
all theae d:^nitiesj the king liw hm h^&oi mm^ 
"g^mm md idte^ sc>nsnlt^ Mta irfben be would not 
trust Ms own nobles, an4 lislemlQ^ witii the greatest 
coadifesdension to bisji«^^tlm0 and advice; and many 
of the wisest measures of bis reign are due to the in* 
faience onr countryman bad over Mm> wonder, 
therefore, at his excessive grief over Ms loss> and the 
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revenge lie wrongM ufm tlios© who were eoncsenied in 
Ms deatii is, #a less astonMiing when 

we bear in mind what it was that inspired liie fur 
Tlie deatli of Bell lie alwt js cansidered tM §ceate^ 
mi^tane d W$ mis even to tliis da^j, 

sli^il^l laJiipioa to im fmmB. Mil wmkm Ms war 

It m ssid tfcieit a missionaa^ ISTing once shown Mm 
ste3M^OSco|rtc tiew of tlie demetery of Melegnano, after 
the battle of June 1859, in which was the figure of a 
man weeping oyer the remains of his friends, slain in 
the battle, he burst into tears, and said : " Let me also 
weep, for I have lost my best friends ; I am alone now." 
In remembrance of his two trusty friends, he conceived 
a strong attachment to the English nation (since, alas ! 
utterly broken), and has been heard to say that were 
an Englishman to present him poison, he knowing it 
to be such would take it ; an Eastern manner of speak- 
ing it is true, but one which it is doubtful wliether h^ 
ever used in reference to any of his own or another 
nation. His knowledge of our national history a^nd 
CBsioms i$ considerable, and he might put some of 
our countrymen to shame by his acquaintoe© with 
Shakespeare, which he used to get Mr. Bell to translate 
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to Mm^ when m Ms campaigns tlie HagliBlimEB shared 

fit ig8$^g ol tie Wtt^Mmm Mpd lii^ Mw% i& 
^mm^mH "picsr Captain Cto^iiOML dmring Ms t*^ recep^ 

im to sovereigns mcm* TB^ <3ongtii liad preseiited 
tlie queen's letter in a sitting posture, though Captain 
Cameron's shortcoming was really not attributable to 
Avant of respect, but to indisposition, he being then 
almost prostrated with fever. 

The king said to him : " In an interview with your 
own queen, is it customary to present a letter, seated 
on a chair ?" 

" Certainly not," said the consul, rising with an effort, 
and excusing himself. 

But the most serious and apparently most formidable 
revolt was that of the province of Tigre under Agow 
Hegusie, This pretender laid claim to the rule of that 
country, and from misstatements on the part of the 
Jesuit misaionaries made to the French consul of that 
I^M^ trm a<j(s^e4ited by th^ Freiich BoTermia^ the 
Hghlfal soi^e%tii. 4f^w H*egttsi^ f 0^^| be 
seen to &ii day fa 1^ jte^f^r^hie itudioi of Cairo 
and Al^andria m t^B JBm ^M^mmm, It was lie who 
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bestowed on the ench a small island ia tlie Bed Sea, 
tlie intended oeet^pation of ^vfhi'ok occasioned a lifctle 
ansifeiy lo mt xmt <lo?^)affieiit» H© wm sO,i>|©rled in 
hm f ebaBion % a n«lrer of dfsafeted eMe% who 
always aTbottttd in llik mliappy country, let the power 
be in the band^ of whomsoever h may, as well as by 
some relations of Oubie. With the latter personalty, 
however, Theodore had arranged matters by a matri- 
monial alliance, making his daughter Iteghe or queen. 

Theodore, after the defeat of Garad, hastened to put 
down the new insurrection, and at length came across 
the enemy in the valley of Tembyen, on the other side 
of the Tecazze. The fear inspired by his name, and the 
treachery of the chiefs who had espoused Negusie's 
party, conspired to destroy the rebel without a blow. 
On the day of the battle Negusie bad but a handful of 
men left to contend with his powerful enemy, and so 
hopeless was the struggle, that he flew to save iiis life. 
He was- reeognisedi how©?er, by w$m^ p&$m0i% amd, 
tq^B^t m^3i Ms brother Tesama, taken prisoner md. 
condu^fed lo to presence of #Be Mm^ The moniEajek 
was at first incliaed to deal lenieniiy' with liim. It 
transpired that IsTegusie bad sought the aid of the Ko- 
hammedan GaUas ; tljis olfenc© tras (e?onfM$r©it by the 
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lm% "boo greai t> jessed cmt mMlMMm mbMtkm of 
eoadign punislmeiit^. 'BdIIi teol^^^ ^glit hmd 

afid Isib iaot mi i^% mA wmm mi^^^L m the mmkeir 
fhm of 4^lb?^ ifcndt a 
cup of mt^r shmli. }m 0fm tkte* Te^iiia the 
samB day, but Negusie sttTflfiyi iQit©^ days. At Ms owa 
teq[ttest tlie spear put an Siid to his Btifferings. 

Having thus reduced a second time the whole empire 
under his rule, Theodore lost no time in directing his 
attention to the accomplishment of the second part of 
his programme — the bringing again within the bounds of 
the kingdom those outlying provinces which the Turks 
on the coast, and Egypt on the north and west, had 
conquered from its previous rulers. But before pro-, 
ceeding to this he deemed it wise to obtain the re- 
cognition of the two^ European nations of England and 
France, and proposed to send ambassadors to both 
countries to seek their friendship and to justify to theni 
the course he was about to take. Just at this time an 
incident happened that seemed to pupmise material aid 
to him in his plans. It was im hm thm &6 arrival 
at his eourt of Qo^mi Gsmmm^ to ns^-^|psw^ 
British Oolifti j^lJbpg^^ itceoia^aixyingthacoi^ 
and acting iii the eapaoity of his secretary, was a 
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M. Bara&l, «[. l^rgwfcim To tbese two gentlemen Ms 
Majesty en:j*ii^t0l letes to §10 ^owmrnxm^ d tfaeir 
respective ^»tp|i^„ ibe taftor of wlidiy as stftfeed hj 
the king to M* X^^, ftSerwaacd^ was to «ge0Eta3ai #1© 
willingness tfee I^reiicli emperor iand of olir own 
qneeti to deceive and guarantee a safe passage through 
Egypt of King Theodore's ambassadors. The following 
is a copy of the letter to Queen Yictoria : 

" In the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, one God in Trinity. 

" The chosen by God, King of Kings, Theodores of 
Ethiopia, to her Majesty, Yictoria, Queen of England. 

"I hope your Majesty is in good health. By the 
power of God I am, well. 

" My fathers the emperors having forgotten our Cre- 
ator, He handed over their kingdom to the Gallas and 
Turks. But God created me, lifted me out of the dust, 
and restored thia empire to my luler endowed me mth 
p^w^ry sndenaHedm^ tosjSE^ in place ofmjf&ihmS' 
Mf HiB power I drove away the GitEa^ As for tli© 
Turks, I have told them to leave the land of my ancestors. 
They refuse. I am tLpw goltig t© Wisesiie with them, 

"Mr. Plow^^JJ, and my late Grand Chamberlain, the 
Englishman Bell, "Qsed to tell me that there is a gt^t 



Christian queen, who loves all Christians. When they 
said to me this, ' We are able to make you known to 
her and establish friendship between you/ then in those 
times I was very glad. I gave them my love, thinking 
that I had found your Majesty's good-will. All men 
are subject to death, and my enemies, thinking to injure 
me, killed these my friends. But by the power of God 
I have exterminated those enemies, not leaving one 
alive, though they were of my own family, that I may 
get, by the power of God, your friendship. 

" I was prevented by the Turks occupyiiig the sea^ 
coast from sending you an embassy when I was in diffi- 
culty. Consul Cameron arrived with a letter and presents 
of friendship. By the power of God. I was very glad 
hearing oijmM walfepe^ and being Mfttmi ^jmi amity. 
I hm^ Mmif^i. pj^jgn^. &ni Itofe yon 

^ily by Consul (hmmm they may be arrested by iiio 
Turks, 

And now I wi^ iiia* yon may arrange for the safe 
passage of my ambassadors everywhere on the road. 

**ivrish toiiave an answer to this lettir I^ Oonsnl 
Cameronj^ and that he may condnct my einlw^ to 
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*^ See how the Msm c^ff mm the Christian." 

f?h© latter to Kipjleou, which we hBm reason to 
bdieve was similarly w:^^tei^1iL %<m Mwii t& 

wiiile Itet mt giieen was despatched to Aiett^ 
to be thenee forwat ded to its ^esMantfoa I^eBding the 
arriTal of an answer, Captain Catderon proposed to him- 
self a journey through the Egyptian territory to the 
north, with the object of inquiring into the slave-tralBc 
of those parts, and also of examining the country, 
with a view to its adaptability for the growth of the 
cotton plant. In the meanwhile, the king gave orders 
to the Armenian silversmiths of Ado wa for the prepara- 
tion of some rich presents to be sent with the embassy. 
These were to consist, as far as our queen was con- 
cernedj, of fourteen horses richly caparisoned with saddles 
and harness worked with gold and silver filagree work, 
silver shields, spears, swords, armlets, anklets, &c. The 
lieifSes were to be the finest his kingdom produced, and 
were to be sent with the idea of promoting the Abys-- 
sinian breed in England^ not improbably from a previous 
suggestion of Wk, 3$IY% 

As this Me 1m %B pkM of my visits I Aall 

aow continue the narrative of my own experiences- 
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Mn^s #pKlTO0. for Woffergh©f— Jbatartaiiim of %lm 'Wmmk 
consul — House-building — ^Excursions round Debra Tabor — River 
Reb — A picnic in Central Africa — Mount Gunna — ^Longevity of 
Abyssinms^ — ^Mr. Bfeil% fkiaaily^ — In "Bie alcm&— BtiSMing in. 
Abyssinia — The Gallas and Falasbas — Arts and manufactures — 
Case of Bouda — Ungentle specimen of the gentler sex — " Children 
of the Ass ^' — Abyssinian feast — Salutations — Tedge-drinking — A 
beefsteak am imtmd^ 

The king's stay at Debra Tabor was short, his object 
having principally been a visit to the Iteghe or queen. 
After three or four days he returned to the camp at 
Wofferghef, not, however, before he had given orders 
for the proper accommodation of the French consul. 
A rich silk mai^ttae, a present of the Pasha of Egypt 
to his Majesty, was pitched o» a low emittw© ^tosf %0 
GafGat by the side of ^ pei^ littl© mcmntaiii toirent 
whi(3h mm trnrn^ to \M M ibiil 4# mmm^ its 
wsAms m§i ttie Mfm IMx A smaller tent wm also 
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ipilE^e^ 40ng^de for tlie aecommodation of Ms fiet- 
vants, and Azage Garat, fof eM^r of Debra Tabor, was 
ordetfeS fo sttpj^ljf ^& mmal with a sheep daily, an ox 
every wee^k, and brea4> toMy«-^wlne, Sm.f aiS l^um. 
fflie king gave orde?^ for me to remam for tbe time 
being witli WaHmafer, tbougb. be liad pjomiseiij 
H I iiraf d^Nf^ of staying in eountry, to baie a 
bouse eretited fbr me. Mr. Waldmaier bad several 
houses on his premises, being those originally occupied 
by Mr. Bell, his father-in-law, but he was about this time 
engaged in building a rather pretentious stone edifice, 
a TAUemand, in memory of the fatherland. It was 
double-fronted, and had a story above, so that it could 
boast of four rooms, an unheard-of luxury in Abyssinia. 
Pending its completion, however, he occupied one of 
tbe huts, giving up another to me for my sleeping 
apartment. He lived mostly in the Abyepniaa «tyl% 

occasionally varying it with an European dinner. The 
rest of the residents will now and then do the same, if 
merely for the sake of keeping the knives and forks 
&om rusling. 

Tile time spfent at Galfat .was occupied by several 
little excorsioni in the nelgMHmrhood, amcajg others 
one to the valley of the Keb, the lower coa^e of ^hsm 
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mMi^ 0^ lo the noitilmmi^ mmmm ^ 

wes*<^ty md &©mbogues m tdske Tsana. 

I^rom the Mil of Gaffat we took a north-easterly 
direction over an undulating plain with scanty flora, 
and through which winds on its way to the river the 
little beck before-mentioned, which supplies Gaffat 
with water. Before us rose the mountain monarch of 
Melza, rising up in a peak which probably attains the 
height of 14,000 feet, and whose lower buttresses 
protrude into the northern side of the Keb valley. 
On the road we passed through the enclosure of a 
native church, consisting of a pretty cypress-wood, and 
a few hundred yards thence reached the edge of the 
deep raviat, through which the rivar holds its difficult 
course. The sides of the ravine are clothed t^a 
richest foliage, — ^the harbour of moukeys aijd ft gr^t 
variety ef birds, — whil© b^w the riv^g hmM m& 
^sm mTmmi^cl m "^mk w^Bgecm imm^ m mmt 
mcmaily ^jBaatgwgled from these accessories, the Beb 
Bmm mm % mhm 0tesm ^rpt^ ^ narrow strip of 
meadow landj, whose fonght enierftld gsmti contrasts 
well with i{he sombre mass of Miage by which it is'' 
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<Hi m^m mm?omd^. An opening ini fii© ty^eit o5a 
tiie opposite side of the river disclosed now and then 
vertically-ribbed basaltic rocks, which form perpen- 
dicular walls of 100 feet or more in depth. 

We had brought our guns with us in search of game, 
but an occasional gazelle, too wary for us, or a monkey 
or two not worth powder, being all we saw, we were glad 
to discontinue our laborious barefoot climbing along 
the sides of the ravine and descend into the valley, 
where, in a kind of bower formed by parasite plants 
curved over the lower branches of a tree, we laid down 
to rest and enjoy our doloe far niente. We had brought 
food with us, and we commenced cutting and slashing 
Sfcwy at it, as if it had been the wild hoars we liad 
mim m nmx&k o£ A box of sajcdines, of wiit^ exist- 
eae^ lEi Abys^itiiai, m feat ii<^t d^red $mmh ^&ffp&^ 
in our midst, as Itegh ^esiei^aW. feiin^feafeB, 
tlbewagfe mt mot^^ immediate benefactor was Lagarde, 
the I'reneh doctor. 

On another occasion w© made a visit to the summit 
of Gunna, a vast mountain mass to the east, which is 
jfrequently seen capped with snow. The eonsul and 
myself had resolved to make this excursion, so <>ne 
day we had our mules saddieij stasMf alluded hy mae 

m 
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domestics to sliow the way, we staited 'We hsiA '^h 
hours of a beautiful country to pass through Ib^or^ 
reaching the foot of the mountain, and here again we 
saw the Eeb, dwindled now to a small stream, for it 
has its source amongst the heights above. We had 
only about 4000 feet to ascend, for Gaffat itself is 
nearly 11,000 feet above the sea, the two heights to- 
gether making Mount Gunna about 15,000 feet Half- 
way up we stopped at a small village at the house 
of Mr. Bell's widow and her family, or rather the 
family of which she forms a part, consisting of her 
mother and grandmother, and no end of brothers and 
sisters. She was about this time also made a grand- 
mother herself ; Mrs. Waldmaier, her daughter by Bell, 
had just bem.di^iyeted of her fest childf so that ih&m 
were $m gmm&imiB of fetm aE Mt^, Ihis goes 
im to pm& the hi^^mt^ of ^<$m momtmia. people ; 
indeed, I haTe heatd of 0(»ae the BmfSi^ jwloub- 
taineers living to the advanced age of 120. and eten 
liO years. 

Another rmarkable thing is, that these people I 
saw, who have lived for generations on these moun- 
tains, possess a much lighter ©omplexion than other 
Abyssimms, a -j^ti that the low humid vaU^ «^ 
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tropical countries have more to do in producing the 
black hue of the people than any fancied difference 
of primal origin. The next morning, after a fearful 
night, in which we were almost rolled out of bed by- 
colossal fleas, we renewed the ascent. It was accom- 
plished on mule-back, which was rendered easier from 
the nature of the mountain, this being of a long ridge- 
like shape, and possessing spurs or offshoots on either 
side, on the upper edge of pjie of which our animals 
found no difficulty in making progress. On attaining 
one of the lower summits we saw by the ihiok clouds 
now gathered around, us thai w@ wefe ct<^met to 
disappointment as lat as an i^feoiis^ itiew ©aa- 
cejaied, so w© M0l niol think U worth our wlsll^ to cMinh 
tlm mmmm^ 200 feet. Th& view ten lih© h%lje^ 
point is fe£ttA to extend to= griat distooe in each 
directic% i^bifaM% the ooimtiy of |he> Wollo Galla, 
tltomgh which runs the Bashilo to ifes jtinelion with the 
Abai, the mountains of 0ojani, t^e borders of Lake 
Tsana, including Mcamt Tabor, and e!stendlttg to the 
north b^ Mount Melza, until a distant view of the 
Simpn heighis is obtamed. ®ie ^oM was intensei 
I eonM smm^ UU m Mm x»f mnle. BU- 
rmta$tig fof a sfeort lime % ^dtoil <if M. Lejean's 
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taking a topographical survey of the adjacent valleys, 
which a break in the clouds would occasionally dis- 
close, we could with difficulty endure the keen atmo- 
sphere, and had to practise gymnastics for warmth. 
Our descent, therefore, was speedily decided on, and by 
a forced march we reached the same day our quarters 
at Gaffat. 

During our stay ItH m^m Cftine from the king §m 
the erection of ^ eapacious stone workshop for the use 
of the European artisans, and the mushroom-like 
celerity with which this building sprang up was amaz- 
ing ; for in a d^potie cwatry like, Abyssinia^ tibe will of 

3te#s m.^ &f^l% slaves w^rfe # to fhe 

Mmf of klfer "wm^ i^Mm^ logete^v ^fe^r m 
mmw^ cf &0m$ mkimimMmt m fr&wai them 
ftom absmalang^ These servile Grallas w mostly 
taken in battle^ or are descendants of tribes long; 
settled m ilte ©stmlry. As aniongst th© Abys^i^S 
one finds also ainoa^ We (x$Slm ^ ^feal variety of 
type, varying fmm the e(yp|)^ mlmr tixe |gi black ; 
fkoft -iifetbin lip and aquilm© mm of tlie Amb to tike 
prognathous physiognomy of Ike negro. They diift 
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also iit language, though thesa Itfifexeftees appear M be 
mostly MdmA 1 s!iO(tild i^l^m ikdit mpMlMm m a 
par, if not aboye those of the Habeshi, considering the 
advantages the latter possess in their knowledge of the 
Christian religion. Mr. Waldmaier has several Gallas 
entrusted to him by the king for instruction in the 
mechanical arts, and one of them has risen to be his 
chief workman. This man executes carpentering work 
with a skill and neatness to be surpassed by few 
Europeans working under the same conditions ; nor is 
his intelligence confined to mechanical labours. He 
displays a correspondisig yivacity of mind in literary 
occupations ; he is a reiaarkably good reader and 
writer of Amharic ; and on one occasion he constructed 
|pr M. Lejean an excellent map of his cdimtt^, KuUoo, 
WM^ ^QQ imlm to the soucth^ wb^nca he was extracted 
in #illdh:0Qi^d taken into sbirety- 

Th& Mms are nnmei^tts- mmd I^aJfee T$mAf mi me 
either builders or bkeksmillis.^ ^^^k^f resemble in 
^^^earaiiee the crfcher JUbysdnians j perhapg they are a 
little blacker in sldxu They are called Ealaahas or 
exiles; and are much dej^ised by the Christian porticHa 
of the community, who accuse many of them^ — indeed 
all black^^bs--^)f being i^mim^ m foreer^ 
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The first duty of these labonrers to ^im^ wmy 
the large stones, which here, as throtjgkml tlie ^iM© 
of Abyssinia, cover the face of the ground. This done, 
and the space which the building would occupy marked 
out with a simple kind of pickaxe, the foundation was 
dug, and the work of building commenced. Lime is 
scarce in the country, so mud is used for mortar ; and 
the unhewn stones, which are so plentiful, are arranged 
with great neatness. The building was 100 feet long by 
thirty feet in breadth, the latter being also the height 
of the wall, which was three feet thick. The whole was 
completed in about ten days. Here were to be ac- 
coioamodated : Mr. Waldmaier as carpenter, Mr. Saals- 
miiller as blacksmith^ a^iid M. Bourgaud as gmSBaitli;. 
but the building WS$ M$m]j intended to serve as a 
foundry for eaaiaoii and mortars^ in which aE th© 
E«ro;pe[84i9 are m^gedJ^ 

% litiereoipg© with, ihem %iMmM% "^hflt I W& ftt 
B^feriK thej prote^^ ^ mall mortar wMch, consi- 
deriag tlie maaii^ m which it was made, was a marveL 
The metal was melted in some thiriy eraoibleSa on fees 

* I see, firdm tmm^ l^^^ i^ tiii^ rOaptives, that the king has just 
iad this biiiMing dejstroyed. Why^ it is difScult to mf. 
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ill §m .gmaii4 Wmmi by Itand-bellows of ih® most 
pmBM^ ifeseri^^ii^^ of a imikm 1)$^ th$ 

motifc^of wM$k h opetiei m <febwm wji lor Ibo^ 
receipt of air, aiifi closed again when tlie air is to Ibe 
driven by pressure through the clay tube conducting to 
the fire. As is natural, every encouragement is given 
by the king to his people in their endeavours to perfect 
themselves in the manufacture of these implements, 
for he is fully aware that this is the best way for him 
to secure his independence of other nations ; and with 
this idea he also contemplated sending natives- to 
England and France for the purpose of leanuAg useful 
trades. 

I had the satisfaction of seeing in Gaffat a case of 
Bouda^ This term is given to some peculiar pheno- 
mapia trf taeat^l ^b^ractionj, which tha natives ex^ain 
m possessed bf ih^ ^mSL The mm I $m skm^ 
to mea&a happeaed^o a lgm$3b la tii0 s^t^l^ of otie 
;of 1^0 jteopsaiss. Her syarptoms begatx in a Mnd of 
MnMng fit^ in which the fingei*s were clenched in the 
palms of the handB, the ey<^ glmed^ the nostrils dis- 
tended, the whole body stiff and inflexible. After- 
wards she comrDeaced a hideous laugh in imitation of 
the hyw, and Im^m raaniBg akwit on aE fmmt 
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was then seized by the bystanders, and a bonda doetof 
having been called, this individual began questioning 
her as to the person who had possessed her with this 
hyena devil. She said he was a man living in Gooderoo, 
south of Abyssinia, and also told how long the spirit 
would be in possession, and what was required to expel 
him. Great care must be taken of persons thus afflicted, 
as cases of this kind sometimes end in death. All their 
demands for dress, food, trifles of any sort, must be 
strictly attended to. In the height of the frenzy they 
will sometimes carry out the idea of their hyena identity 
to such an extent as to attack any animal that may 
happen to be in the way. One woman fancied she 
would like a little donkey-flesh ; so to gratify her 
strange taste she seized hold by her teeth to the hinder 
part of one which happiaied to be near. Off went the 
astonished beast, at a -^^ i^mt nothing iii 1^ fmm of 
pjgBra^m will lead Mitt ado|^t jfec %^pt&^Mt!^m 
0^ mm* 0^ toQ> eMu^Oig ^^cfe %&s U&ih to Ms 
IsOTiches^ went tiia frenzied girl. O^ly force would 
induce het to forego tifcie i^der moiBel 

Th^ have several ftap^s ibr tlm str^ge attack | but 
the nevet-failiag oue is a mixture of soine obsceme filth, 
which is concealed in some part of §m h#use, where- 
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tijon llie woman is said to go directly, <m all-fotcts, to 
where it is and twallow it. This woii^ ^eep. incredible, 
bat thousands of coiroborative jfaiE^ !feaowii to Abys- 
sinma residents, fttlb it hi^Bd a doabi 

As I hm& obserYed above, ^he pow©i^ of fossiisijif 
persons mth ie^il is atferibnted mostly to ^Teislsh 
blacksmiths; and woto'en and ehililpen W0 .teafiied 
irhen they meet, id a solitary place, a blacfesittith %ht> 
is a Jew. These sorcerers are also said to be endned 
with the power of changing the shape of the object 
of their incantations. Mansfield Parkyns relates an 
amusing incident of this nature, which is said to have 
occurred in Adowa. An old lady, who had a numerous 
family of grown-up children, was one day missed from 
her home, and search having been instituted all over 
the town, could nowhere be found. This inexplicable 
absence very much puzzled her sons, and at last forced 
on them the conclusion that she had been cruelly 
brought under the influence of sonxe wizard's incanta- 
tions ; but weeks passed over and no clue was found to 
the explication of tho mystery. It happened, however, 
mm of the muBf who was m the habit of pttiag 
in to pm<^ M hh hiSQ$% ibad. frequently noticed oa 
market days an old Jew ridiog by upm an as^ and 
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thM %M m$9. mimm^ il mme tmm hm»% tuifaM 
Its face in that direction and commene^ Tbraykg m% 
all its might. This circumstance, though often dcciii> 
ring, did not at first excite his suspicion ; but at last the 
startling truth flashed upon his mind, and with a loud 
Eureka ! he proclaimed to his assembled brothers that 
that ass was his mother. The ass and its rider were 
seized, and the latter compelled to confess, that by his 
supernatural powers he had transformed the old woman 
into this useful animal. He then asserted his willing- 
ness, if they would not further molest him, to bring 
back their mother to her original human form. The 
proposition was agreed to, and be at once commenced 
the t?t§k of restoring her. The head? the body, the 
arms, and one leg had all gradually assumed the hami^ 
shape, and the reniaining leg was slowly progressjag 
towards the same happy consummatio% i?hen Utie son, 
who Imi iomd mihiB' m0thm% identity^ epiili M Icmpr 
resteain W safer apltisl the tnisca^eaffit ^Few^ hni idii 
a Mow of his spear Mllei Mm on the spot. Alas ! 
no sooner was the Jew dead t%m the transformation 
cease4 and the p^or old lady was left to carry about 
witiki her^ through ihe remainder of her life, the hoc^ 
remembrance of her former <}ondilio». I asW 
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the story ? ^^ 0% jm f M exelaitoei, ^ tlia ^ GMMrm 
of the Ass ' remain to tMs day !" 

Pending the absence of the king, Azage Garad, the 
Governor of Debra Tabor, invited all the Europeans to 
a feast at his residence on the mountain. This is close 
to the site of the king's new palace, about two miles 
from Gaffat, and 500 feet higher up the mountain. So 
we saddled our mules, and in holiday attire pro- 
ceeded to accept the invitation of the great man. The 
Chrischona brethren are in good relation with the 
Azage, notwithstanding that it was he who imprisoned 
their servants at the command of the king. He also is 
in great favour with his Majesty, and holds one of the 
highest posts in the kingdom — the charge of the royal 
hareem being committed to him. He k a tall, well-' 
made, light-comflexMmed, aai4 I^rodsom© mm* Otcr 
"b^g left (aitsida m cha^e of the domestics, we 
m^t^ th# i^paeloas htti ftei^^c^ for mis reception ; 
but happening by accident to look aside before going 
in, I saw the ox being driven into the inelosm'e which 
was to serve for breakfast. "We shall have it fresh," 
I thought. The ground within the hut was sfSfeim 
with 0&jtp^, %pm wMeh were placed large wicfeer 
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baskets covered over with scarlet cloth. After we had 
been seated, chatting some time, the Azage entered, 
and, as usual, we all rose and inquired, " How he had 
passed the time since we had last met ?" 

The Abyssinian form of greeting has a copious 
phraseology. On meeting a person after some length 
of time they will say, " How have you passed the time 
since I saw you last?" And if, on parting, a corre- 
sponding period is likely to elapse before another meet- 
ing, they say, " May you pass the time well till I see 
you again," In the early morning they say, "How 
haT© Jon fpsent the night?" — and then, on leaving, 
" May you spend the middle pf the day happily." In 
the afterwoQa, gtf^ing is, ** How lia^ j&U. ^peat 
the noon ?**"-the' j^ed*^)?^" hmi^ ^^'Mpf^ yon. j^ts "&$ 
evening pleasan% j'*— ^nd so m. ^mx^houi fhe Mj. 
The invariable reply to tibes© iaqniri©^ Is ** j%f«fi^r 
ymasgm," " May (j^k feleBS you !'* Towards an equal 
or a superior you must use the second pei^n plnral, 
but you are aUowed to ihoiJ^ your servant. Speaking 
of a great pmon you must use the third peracai pluraJ, 
0tsai&tmi^'^Sa<^i th#in. 

The enfean<3e of t3bfe Jkm0 'was th^ §^^mi im tiie 
^^uialim qt th© hjtettiel or tedge. Jltis ]£e|)it itt 
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irafch a i^t iec^jHsl<^ tlirotigli wiifek lo i% 
jio Itoi to lea??^^ <}i the ^^s^o, a plauA m&i % 
M^Miig of tite wine, may not pass^ ttetigh* ^mm. 
these gumbos it is poured iuto narrow-neeked Yenetian: 
flasks called loarillye, these being preferred to glasses, 
as the dust and flies are thus excluded in a great 
measure. Notwithstanding this advantage pertaining 
to the barillye, in a great man s house it is not un- 
common to see coloured glass tumblers, which, being 
scarce and expensive, are considered articles of luxury. 
The servant, after presenting the tedge, always holds out 
the hollow of his hand, which the receiver fills with 
wine, and sees the servant drink before he will taste 
Mmself— it is the provision agaiaii |i0is<Jii* The Abys- 
sinians also present and receive everything with botlx 
hands, even if it be a pinch of snuff; they hav^ A 
peculiar fondness for snuffy taking it into the mouth 
in preference to the nose. 

The signal was now given to gather round, and we 
aE knddied togejte jfonnd the baskets. The covers 
were imoi^^ mS. li^osed large piles of teflN^akes, 
about a foot and a half in diameter and half an ineh 
^ck. The mrSiGedf eaeb TOc^^ 



like a sponge, "wimk in tl^eiy soft springy nature ttey 
jdM not a little resetnble. Iron stands were brought 
arid placed alongside each basket, ready to receive a 
seething-dish or pot of minced mutton, almost lost in a 
thick red-pepper butter-gravy. The servant, having 
carefully washed his hands, now takes half of a teff-cake, 
and using it as a cockney often does a cabbage-leaf that 
serves as a support for peas-pudding, scoops up an allot- 
ment of the mutton and thick gravy and places it on 
the summit of the bread pile. We tuck up our sleeves 
and fall to, breaking off pieces of bread and rolling up 
a nautton-pill inside, which we swallow as well as we 
tmmg the tedge to wash it down. If theia is mi 
moiif |l MO^? whicli by-the-bye was seldom the case 
as far as we were concerned, jovk earn <l}p it kM a, pil# of 
Gayoope^ which is placed on some convenient part of 

The time oceu;pM in this first eonrse is considered 
amplo to prepare the ox ontgide for presentatiom to 
you as a second eonrse ; strips of his reekii^ mmBm^ 
aboijt a y^id longy are brought in by some half-doien 
servants, Tho Abyssmians like thdr ineat Iresh^ and, 
nnHke some British goiirmands who await both the 
dea^ and mmffedim of iWr v^^sisp^ tltey gg^i^&ly 
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wait for tta kst ^q^^^^ ^te^tli of tha aaimal hBigm 
th&f cut off tha ^afi aad hrhg it tibias to 

tfitoe. Bim mm psisei icroi^ ^^^^ lo 

wlio^ i^ady provided witk sifor% and wa t^el ignfc 
©flf liiial he called a ^ |^ ^ if fm, 

wMi to laa |W tmsi lay fia^i# «f 

meat dowii and conifflLeiida cutting it into fiaOrsals, but 
placing a corner of it into your mouth, with an upward 
motion of the knife (taking care of your nose) you cut 
off successive mouthfuls. The remainder of the meat 
in the servants' hands, having now got cold, is semi- 
broiled over a good fire in the hut ; it serves for the 
last course ; puddings, sweets, and dessert are unknown 
here. Your table napkin is one of the undermost cakes, 
on which you wipe your hands ; it is considered rude to 
suck th6i% amongst the Arabs. The napkin a«<5n^ 
the rest is received with thanks by the sefvauts> and 
duly devoured. 
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Set out for the king's camp — Town and mountain of Tabor — Garden 

^ Mj^$kn-^Mm^^ in camp^ — Wofferglief— An AbysBiftte Wm^--^- 

south — Tadla Gualoo — Failure of king's expedition — Probable 
cause — Imprisonment of Frencli consul — My preparation for 

A SHOKT while after the king's return to his camp at 
Woffarghef^ an order came from his Majesty for the 
attendance of the whale of the Europeans. Wofferghef, 
which I believe means the Valley of Birds, is about 
Msf mBm south of Debra Tabors and within a short 
distanca of the ikjbal 

As soon as we had mada ^© iiNpli^fe jpcepM^ps m 
the way of tents^ p]^siong^ we conimea^ the 
pm^M^^ W^mg dowa #0 steep sides of %b Ml on 
wM#t limffe is sifeaatedi eo¥e:red with &iiie% thorn 
bushes^ wild mint, and a few odd ea§tor-oil planted we 
crossed the little beck and b^tt our ageent to Debra 
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Tabor, as w© Had to pass tliat Tillage m tlie joad. The 
plain e%tm^ |Jie foot of Mkwmt Jesus, the Mgliest 
point of tM tmg&, Crosang it, we continued 
our way up a rugged pfttl^ and f MeMf attained the 
stnaniit of tlie laais^ Tiie town is situated a little 
Wfeir ^ W^ii^ piQ% aai eonsistB bf a nttmber of 
soattered huts^ probaHy' fean^ining a population of 
dkiie % m the^ lOiiurcii id 3esu% ot as m stedd 
say Ctoiilfs (lM«KjIk, mm of largest in Abyssinia ; 
it possesses a good bell, instead of the usual kettle- 
drums. It is situated in a plantation of magnificent 
forest trees, the kosso, the cypress, and the juniper 
amongst others. From this spot a fine view is obtained 
of the surrounding country, embracing the pyramidal 
cone of Melza, the high ridge of Gunna, and to the 
south the ranges of hills on either side the Abai. 
Lake Tsana is excluded by an offshoot of the mountain 
itself. 

A Tery steep descent conducts into the valley 
through which runs the Kiver Foggera, on its way to 
join the Tsana lake ; and on the grassy banks of this 
stream, beneath the shade of some beautiful trees, we 
s^yed to take our ii©on-day rest. We afterwa^ids em^ 
tinned our jouraey orer two of three lidges of low hills 
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of a M^^^s^mM* We encamped at tlie ibot of tiie 

of l^a qvLem^ who m&^^^mm^i^ to ifct ea*a|>. 

Oum m Ihk mme% 1 mm gtiiiaied % n si^ti of 
tiie Mt ^mamMh J^ife^ OJ" SuitEiaa to ljb|^gii]|i^ 
jftiste^:^ J hv^ m ^ iras mtrifei up to the ejm 
a mjpei^tmBtoEce df lich garmea^ aiy %i©^ yfM ooa- 
iaeC to two TteilHaiit orfes^ wMcfa, if i^^ort 1^ 
correct, tare oftea returned the withering fire of her 
royal husband's. Theodore gives little love to the 
beautiful daughter of Oubie, but he is proud of being 
the possessor of the fairest and most accomplished of 
Abyssinian princesses. Nor has she herself much affec- 
tion for the man who dethroned her father, and still 
holds him prisoner; and, as her pride is as great as 
his, their wills often clash, and frequent differences and 
separations are the result. The king has also a certain 
number of favourites, who form a kind of hareem^ but 
he has only taken to these since the death of his first 
wife, Tsoobedge, to whom he was deeply attached and 
djsvotedl^ constant. She alone of all his mistresses 
gave him an|r leal love, and she consequently had a 
great influence over him for good. Had Tsoobedge and 



WOrFEKGHEF. 



179 



might possibly haT^feeeo a (i^«ir0at3Ki»Q,»tid Ms present 
complicatioii Willi Ite Brilisk aaiioji: woul3 nmm hsm 

The next day we crossed another stream, a feeder of 
the Foggera, draiaing a country of the richest and 
most luxuriant description. As the king was about to 
make an expedition into Gojam to subdue the rebel 
Tadla Gualoo he had ordered supplies from all the 
neighbourhood, so that the whole length of the road was 
occupied by thousands of men and women, horses, mules 
and donkeys, carrying provisions, &c. The last mortar 
which had been made was also now transported to the 
camp, suspended from the middle of two long poles, 
the ends of which passed over the shoulders of several 
men. 

In the afternoon of the third day* ^ter passing 
through a beai?.tiful park-like ^tmlry, ^rived in 
camp. ettt^ed somewhat i&. 3naa;Mai oi-te, ITr. 
Moritz undertakmg 1» tep m m rank,. wMdi as a 
mWiet he was w^E e&pkU <rf dxmg- We were about a 
dozen, aE memted iipon mules witih 0j ornaments, the 
harness in maxj instances wered with gold and silver 
work, which, with gity-eolomred alk and vdvet tiailcs. 
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imposing. M X hm& h^fom mM^ i had myself adopted 

barefoolMt »^ tEati jfet foot Mmtiis, tCingngh Abysslait 
is not the smootliest of countries to comttieiice the 
practice in, I must say that I found it preferable to 
wearing shoes. 

The camp presented a remarkably fine sight. The 
whole length of a broad valley, some five or six miles 
in extent, was covered with thousands of black and 
white tents, over which, on a slight eminence in the 
centre, presided the three coloured silk marquees of the 
king. Innumerable cattle, mules, and horses grazed 
around, and groups of soldiers, with their bristling 
spears, stood round the fires watching the progress of 
oulinary ppemtjons, while the pale blue smoke slowly 
ascended in the undisturbed atmosphere, wreathing 
itself round the suiaaiits of the low hHk which bounded 
the vaEay* The appearance of the camp at night was 
etm more impressive than during the daj> th^ mr 
mmmBkh wateh-firea li^rilag up ^mh W00 m0B m 
of ih0 fmmt tels ; lirMla tha §3^m e^mMng into 
the dmimm^ dlEOtttished to mere specks «f I%ht, put 
in naiad of Ihe ni^t view of some yast eity. As 
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mmf of Q%T party hat ^ih "^mm^ ft 
allotted ^ 100 'Wb^ i^^ssf i?fer© to pitched ; out 
arrival was notified to the king, whereupon each party- 
was furnished immediately with a cow and five sheep. 

The next morning we were invited to breakfast in 
one of the king's tents, but we had no interview with 
his Majesty. The king afterwards sent to express his 
intention of proceeding at once to Gojam, and to inform 
us that he required the company of all the Europeans, 
Waldmaier, Bourgaud, and myself excepted. It was left 
to the option of the French consul to accompany them 
or not. He preferred the former. One marquee was to 
be Jeftfor the aceOinmodation of the queen, and this was 
surrounded in an incredibly short space of time with a 
thick palisade formed of the branches of $r6e$. A part 
of tfee mmf sufficient for her protection wag also left 
unto tiit ^^iitmand erf Amg& Crarad Thfe pte- 
eed^ by the kii% prmi^h cMml, mA #te Euro- 
peans, departed on the following momiog* 

The king's army possibly consisted of some 50,000 
wamors, but the number of camp4ollowers is often 
douMe that of the army itsd]^ wMok of couise adds 
miieh to the nnmanageableiiegs of the whole. Indeed 
th^ is lilie or m tf^em in iL%s^nian ^m^m&4. M 



182 



eoasists fa rnsMiig pell-mell ttpon the foe, liiirliiig the 
spear, which is their principal arm, and picking up and 
re-hurling the spent darts of the enemy. The musket, 
which is mostly in the hands of the Tigrean soldiers, is 
even less effective than the spear, and the amount of 
powder and shot wasted must be enormous. The sword 
is seldom brought into requisition (unless it be in eating 
hrundo or raw flesh), as arm to arm combat is unfre- 
quent ; and I actually saw one individual, though cer- 
tainly this was not in the camp, who had allowed the 
blade so to rust in the scabbard that it was quite impos- 
sible to draw it. These swords are in the shape of sci- 
mitars, curled up into a semicircle, resembling a dog's 
tail, and are always getting entangled with the dress or 
the trappings of the horses. The sheaths iiat itrongj 
and one frequently sees the pomt of the weapon peeping 
out at the end, though in WQWm cases this is prevented 
by a large brass knob, or even m thimbl% stack 

m the md. Th& hm% hili& m$ tm^ Gi fie Mtm ^ 
the iMspe^o^ mi^ oamtaeDt^ wiJi silver. !fibe ^eam 

one fm^ m^ fee bteadth two imhos in the broadest 
part. The butt has a piece of iron twisted roliiid it to 
prevent Tacillation in the aim. The shields, made ti 
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li^pipisHatt^ ttitJe^ are a foot ant a in ciiameter 
&nA afeut 1^ m fmh tibiok. They ai?^ gote^imes 
i^^ia&etrfesl Willi tail #a teopi^ oop lida 

is affixetJ to Ite Ibf)^ ICfeefiwiS^ifl^ Cli^ 
ridges are kept in Bliort peces io^s^im 
W m % iam a girdle. The dress of the soldifK ism 
not diSfet from that of the people, except that some 
officers are allowed to wear gay-coloured tunics. The 
war-dance is very wild and uncouth, consisting of leap- 
ing off the ground and whirling the spear, sword, and 
gun over the head, accompanied by a song, at the end 
of every verse of which a peculiar ching-ching sound is 
heard, uttered by the voice^, but resembling that of 
cymbals. 

Not many pieces of cannon were then in the country, and 
they were seldom used as field-pieces, artillery practice 
being unknown to the military tactics of AbyssjBia^* 
The king himself is much in favour of adopting European 
discipline in the army, and once made an attempt by 
placing lOQO men in the hands of Mr. Bell, his English 

been going on to any great extent since my visit ; but if the European 
and native artisans at Gaffat have been well employed during the 
last ^mt jmkUy tiif Mag isiwfr iiow pi^ss 4 pc^ly iiii^i^ijer of 
of V iotiis Mti<is (cannons, mortars, &c.). 
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m tlia native Egyptian army, ift'tli© t&a© ©jt Ifeiiftiamed 
Miy the meastdee pipteeti so mmdfa ajj- 
proaehing to refj^im fimongst the^olfa^ Tm Wai 

t s^Jtoewiiat dS^l^Bled irapeif in not Ijeing 
aM^ iQ jpIo Gojam, bnt ds3!5edJ not call in question t*he 
^ tegv W^e^rghef, my farthest ad- 
vance ^onth, is Bhoui fonr hbtirs from the Abai, as the 
Blue Nile is here called on leaving Lake Tsana. 1 
should very much have liked to have seen the old 
stream again, so full of associations connected with the 
previous two years ; but I had endured many disap- 
pointments before and had become seasoned to them, 
so that I took this as it came. 

The king's expedition into Gojam w^as not so success- 
ful as he had anticipated. His enemy, Tadla Gualoo, 
convinced that an open engagement would end in his 
destruction, had taken the wise precaution to retire to 
the impregnable fortress of Djibella, which he regularly 
keeps provisianed for teij f rnm* Tim kpgj. with Ms 
shrewd i)tea%li% saw 'ft»t tk& bombardment of the 
moimtain was the most likely method for dislodging 
the rebel, and for this purpose he had commanded the 
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construction of mortars at the hands of the Chrischona 
workmen, and had retained them at his disposal to work 
them. For some reason or other, when within a short 
4istjinee of the mountain, he suddenly relinquished his 
pua^e^ and, after sacking and pillaging 9, few viUjages 
on the route, commanded a retreat. I was anxious to 
asGi^taiii the motive for this sudden return, and made 
inqtiiry ©boat i% but I oould leara but little m explana- 



<aon. It was sftH that llseag© %aM l^ohm. mt ia the 
mmff $ha| s. comigmef had be<^ ^iseovi^ejd amOT^t 
his chiefs,, mi. tbafe s|?a?es bad MtM » I b^te 
the most potent reason of all was the sudden appearaace 
of 8000 Turkish soldam at Mftttn^ah on. Ms ^outiitf . 
I bav0 mentioned tha% lE^ iScdiSj^^e© of the 

letter sent by f b^cMfof e to Said Pasha, the E^^^tmn 
yiamcf Wt deemed it ad'sisabi© t<j desp^rt^b iCiiisa 
Pasha wi|b. ill,060 men feto Ibe Soudan. The bulk of 
these^ ^krretaalniaf # ^me al Kb^rtoa^j, bad 
pushed on to (Mlabat> with the aU%ed fm^om <tf 
punishing a tjabe wiibm the TurMfb ho/nMm who bad 
r^sed payment of iribate. It wa& said tbat lli© 
army bad no orders lo j^poeeed to Matammah, and after 
a few days they were ieeaUed by Mu^ to Geddrif ; but 
it is wot unlikely that &e whole expeditaou "sfm a mm&^ 
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ment on the part of the Turks with the object of inti- 
midating King Theodore. A Mohammedan chief in 
Dembea was prompt to take advantage of their prox- 
imity to desert and join the Turks, and this so vexed 
the king that on his return from G-ojam he sent his 
soldiers to pillage the whole province for their having 
suffered the traitor to escape. The return of the Turks 
to Geddrif, however, set the possibility of invasion at 
rest for the time being ; and, turning his attention again 
to the consolidation of his power in his own country, 
^Cheodore g^ve t^xii^xs io the Emropiaas for th^ con-. 
sti?B»tfeii &f mum f^t lafger mcjytai^ Be itlso 

m tiiS^bt: til© raasgy sho^jM Tbe ovey, iysM%i,t» 
by sk wdl-mftttaged # masihih^ ikm rebel 
chief at Gojam. W^fi^t ysea*^ ©iaped sih^e the 
period I tresst of !Cii€seii0ie*« imk remaitts still 
ti©gw^<^tti|il4sh3d[. SDadla Grualoo still waves the rebel 
Sag from the walls of his mountain fortress. 

The Prench qonsid's resol^itiCBi ta aecompany the 
king was somewhat unfortunate for himself, as affeet 
etents f roveii. Ilteje^, be&fe iea^^ had 
despatched a servant to the em^ mth ietteis for his 
Govemmmt^ but oil Ms ^td^ at Gtojam he hes^d that 
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this servant was detained at Gondaf* He tlierefore 
asked the king's permission to leave himself imme- 
diately, as it was highly important the despatches 
should be forwarded. The king replied that as they 
were now in the enemy's country it was impossible for 
him to go alone, as he would be probably taken prisoner 
by some of Tadla Gualoo's party, and then he (the 
king) would be responsible to the French Government 
for suffering him, in those circumstances, to proceed. 
He said, moreover, it would require a very large escort 
to ensure safety, and this he could not spare. The consul 
declared his willingness to take all responsibility on 
himself ; but the king still refuseji im cousent. On two 
subsequent occasions M. Lejean repeated his attempt to 
gsm <iie king's jp^goai^sioiu Oa #M tha Wm 

ilbe mrnal m^Mf imm Im pm^^mm mA ordered. Mm 
to h& put ia eltaia^ Th& Mkmmg is^ hmmwm^ m 
M, tejeatf s prona&iag thai he would neither mek io 
escape Qor jeaa w the qtxestion of his leaving, the chains 
weie taken off. I caa testify that from this time tmtil 
the d^ i«f mf d^>arture in 3mm %& ^&xf wall 
treated by Theodore, who had a hut erected for liim 
at B^bra f ate^ mi su^^piM munifie©»% all his 
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wants. He was detained, however, until the arrival of 
a M. Bardel, whom the emperor had despatched pre- 
viously to France ; on whose return, in the following 
September, he was liberated, and departed for his own 
country. 

On the king's return to Wofferghef I took the oppor- 
tunity of sending to ask permission to leave. Three or 
four days after I received a letter from his Majesty, in 
which, after the usual mquiry how I had passed the 
time, &c., he gave me full permission to depart either 
by the Matammah frontier ox by way of Massowah. Of 
comm I preferred tiie latloj's anii a Tig^ean soldier ftbout 
to |ffo«5^ f^ppoiMi^ m ta.f gnid!& m far 

m fct 't wMted to go ^ of l^mditf j desMag: 
to see the (^pilal i Mt m soldier hore a special 
mesagge ffom the king to Mr. Sdiimper at Adowa, he 
was obliged to go the nearest way. Mf dfe^|dbtment 
in not bein^ able to see Oondar was, howe?6i^ ScifflSji- 
what compensated for %tiite |t]f^6et of jteiAg tlteJijgli 
a coun^ out of the beaten track of most Ihiropean 
travefleis. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Departure frbm Debra Ta."Bot — River Reb and Motmt M^Lsa^ — 
Ebenat — Abyssinian inhospitality — Farewell to my donkey- 
Province of Bellesa — The Agows — Geology — Paroquets and mon- 
keys — River Minna — Flora of Abyssinia — Snowy mountains of 
Sltny^i^Jfa^ve dosldms — Mret Tecazzt— Enter Hgi-e — To'wti of 
Tembyen — Nature of the country — Anecdote of a donkey's tail— - 
Arrival at Adowa — ^The second capital of Habesh — Abyssiniada 
g^ed— Axum and its teaiaftis— Live ox eating. 

If MM- ahoTit the middle of April wlieii I Xelfe its 
Eurc^ean of 0iiffat, wliere my stay had Been 

-prol^mg^ afcoul §me months* Om fw*y con- 
^ste^ 0 mys^, Worku, a ter^nt I W engaged at 
Wofferghefj tw«> servants of M. Bditigand, who were 
proceeding to Kassowah to fetch some goods lately 
arrived from France, and also two servants of Mt, 
Kiensle, on their way to Adowa, to return with the 
daughter of Mr. Schimper, about to he united in ha^py 
ftredloek to their master. The Tigrean soldier, who 
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acted as guide, bore also a letter from the king to Mr. 
Schimper, requesting him, as a dutiful subject, to de- 
liver up his daughter to his (the king's) " child" Kiensle. 
Azage Gar ad, governor of Debra Tabor, had given orders 
for our party to be supplied at every village we should 
rest at for the night, with a sheep, bread, beer, &c., in 
the name of Teodoros yemoot. 

The province of Begemder (Land of Sheep), in which 
Debra Tabor is situated, is bounded on the north-east 
by the Eiver Keb ; and, continuing in a northern diree* 
tion, down the steep slope of a spur of the Tabor rangie, 
we at noon reached Ui^ banks of this stream. As it was^ 
tlje of the dry sea^W* and the rains had not yet 
:^MpDQm«ed^ the river easEy forckble. Th# -^mmy 
in lla v^ill^ is l)ea^tifcil^---«o^ mi iwjod 
hmm^ &wa "^^^hm m mm^ imMf ^ atiitetive- 
ness ; Mount Ifeka always • pi^m^g, m prflileetiiig 

Crowing the Beb, comi^eEioed tii6 ascent dP a similar 
Streep to tha one we had just descended, up a eor- 
tiStptediia^ ofifshoot of the Meka, and tomrds evening 
reached an eitenaive plain, a litib hdm tmm^ 
tain's hi^t^ pm^^jm vMjsk k situated the large Tillage 
of SNq#^ 
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The demand for food and lodging brought the grey- 
beards of the village out to hold a long palaver about 
our right to the articles in question, but the Teodoros 
yemoot" had its due effect, for the proximity to Debra 
Tabor was too great to allow of any demurring to the 
Azage's command. In villages more removed from the 
seat of power, the order was not unfrequently set at 
naught, which did not seem to show much for the 
loyalty of the people, or for their hospitality. On one 
or two occasions they refused even bread, and we were 
obliged to go to bed without supper^, and proceed next 
day without breakfast. Such a thing never happened 
to me amongst the Arabs, notwithstanding the difference 
of religion between us; and here, as elsewhere^ I found 
that the Mohammie.(kaa Abyssinian s were far more hos- 
M^^ 0B mom mimtv^x^ than, tl^ir Oh«isfci*i» 
Bpy^ours. 1 mix m$m II mm%. M m&rf 
iiard ioT imJ^mm fer losplWi!|^ to h& 

made on poor people 1|k0 ihm oiset^^ of th$m tillages;, 
and on a feifitiBted Wm thai imm Grondar to 
Adowaj, I should scarcely blame fts people if th&j 
irefttsed to grant them j but on the road I was tmveflJng, 
demands of this nature were scarcely ever miii© upon 
<toa, and their refiml to comply with the Mig^ otim 
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iiBpleasantness wHeli was tlie Jesuit mduceil jiit aSetw 
wards to pay for what I managed to obtain. 

At Ebenat I was obliged to bid a long farewell to my 
donkey, it being unitedly predicted that he would surely 
succumb under the fatigues of the journey, and he was 
left here to be sent on to G-affat when opportunity should 
occur. His load consisted merely of a few books, and 
one or two other small articles ; it was not this, there- 
fore, which prevented him from proceeding, but the 
rough nature of the country. I had hoped that during 
the three months of his absolute idleness at Gafiat he 
would have picked up sufficient strength for the journey, 
especially as he had abundance of thistle fodder, to say 
nothing of a regular feed of corn, but he appeared to 
put it into a bad skin, for he still looked rather ema- 
ciated in comparison with the Abyssinian asses around 
him. This want of good appearance, however, did not 
prevent Jiim from comj^rMiig himself like a true Mus- 
sulman amongst the Nazarem kafer donkeys with whom 
he was obliged to hold intercotips©* He alwa^ys main- 
tained his slow stately walk ; not evett a &imk srotil^ 
make him alter that* I was very sorry payt mth my 
told ffiea^ who had been of such small serwe to me. 
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Cfe leaving Ebe^ mi sfeiJiei t&e ot com' 
B&a Mi, ^Meh mm^ €ie mo^ltett imtmMa^sm of 
irregular plain^ atol iJime© began an abrupt de* 
sceirfc into a Ifcw t^l^ bf fclat^ sll^ial soil, 
covered with thorny trees, the nearest distance being 
occupied by high flat-topped mountains of transition 
rock. The country is thinly inhabited, and there were 
few signs of cultivation. We were now in the province 
of Bellesa. 

Traversing the length of this valley, we again began 
to ascend, reaching on the fourth evening a rugged 
tract, in the province of Lasta, occupied by the Agows, 
a tribe supposed to be a relic of the older inhabitants 
of the country. Their language differs both from the 
Amharic and the Tigrinya. They are scattered about 
all over Aby^Lia, 8*id Mt& mmt abundant to the south 
of Lake Hsfiua, near the sources of the Blue Kiver 
The Bogos, a people to the n9rtl>veast at the Abyssinian 
^Kjnlier^ are said to be of the same extraction. 

Oar xmi ^eesdvelyjw there h$mg ^mc^ 
the seinlta^e <d a pitli^ Tbrn- mhoh c# this fmci of iM 
^mm t^ be «f seeciiiajf^i^^ consisting 
of a fine sandstone, which hm h&en expend to imniense 
heal, and is very hard^ and of a dark-brown colour. 

0 
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ThB pidfeot liorkontality of the mountaia plateatts, 
wMeli meet tlie eye m Gfmf hmi^ m^m tq 
imply &m mm^m^ms ot Mnhi$immmi^ mMm^ aai y M 
it h ^MmM 1^ 9,mms$ :^'&0.|QmmeraWe ^latte^ed 
fragmeiits of ^c>cl:^ad stone which mtJ&t th$ giitfe^ of 
tEa Talleys. The mfeHiiME^ of hw^T f^m$ 
of these table-lands try the flow of 'W^teif, the con- 
sequent giving way of the upper parts, wonld possibly 
account for it. In some parts, howeYer, the extreme 
regularity in which these blocks of stone appear to have 
been deposited, extending in a marked line along the 
sides of the valley, the larger stones nowhere mixed 
with the smaller ones, would seem to point to the 
agency of glaciers, though such must be comparatively 
unknown at present. What is remarkable is, that these 
stones are not in the least water-worn, but have all 
very angular surfaces. The only specimens I saw of 
water-worn boulders consisted of a red granite, like the 
syenite of Upper Egypt, and they were only found in 
one spot in the province of Bellesa. 

Notwithstanding tKe roqky nature of the country it 
afeoijiids in tiees of every description, which are the 
retjceai ittittimerable parogiiets and monkeys, whose 
chatter and jabbering are almost deafening. These 
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momMpi m^em m feaiv s^Homi rekeatitig at pym ap* 

youf Tmd^ grfaiaiiig irfj dltk ikds axpjsel 1$^, 
aa iiiejr coolly $sMi eatiiig ilidjp mis or berries. I Be- 
lieve they are of tKe common African ape species. Their 
colour is a greyish-brown, and they are about two feet in 
height. 

The fifth day we arrived at noon on the banks of the 
Kiver Minna, a broad mountain stream, whose sides 
are adorned with fine tamarind and sycamore-fig trees. 
Nothing increases the pleasure of travelling in Abys- 
sinia so much as being sure always of obtaining a cool 
shady tree for your noon-day rest. The whole country 
abounds in trees capable of affording this. The syca- 
mOi% cypress, tamarind, juniper, kolquol, acacia, and 
MmOi may be mentioned amongst others, the latter 
peculiar to this eonatry. Its fruit is the famoiis 
cure for the tapeworm, so universal a cotnplaint of 
Abyssinia. 

The Eiver Hinna flows into the Teoa^e, ike toain 

We pass©i iiie h$i$ mmf ^iiier mounfedn 1mt0M% 
but they were ^ Ihou^ emh bore :^s # Imxg 
powerful streams ia the season of rains, whieii made me 
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0smif #6 asserfcion <«F my sainrftMfes^ l^ai i&s 

aMinliy m^B totally impassaH^ M l^im ti®^* t saw 
m ta^ of Ma&k thirty or forty fe^t high, 
skirting the sides of the mountains, the tokens of ex- 
tensive lakes or backwaters, that are gathered in vast 
sheets by the want of an outlet for the streams descend- 
ing from the hills, or from the draining of the swollen 
rivers into isolated valleys. 

My sight was now delighted by frequent views of the 
summits of the Simyen mountains, thickly covered with 
snow. As this was the month of April, one of the 
hottest, I can ^ easily believe that some of these moun- 
tains are never free, but are within the region of per- 
petual winter. They are the highest in Abyssinia, 
attaining an elevation of 15,000 ft. in Aboo Yared, the 
loftiest peak. Our route took m along the sides of 
tllise mountains, where the air was cpol and refreshing 
compared with the stifling heat of the lower river 
valleys. 

demand for a sheep Buppied. The greeilm^gs di fht 
mm who. wee^.witlt mm wm very great, m w0vlM 
often eat the whole sh^ep over night, instead of saving 
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a part for the succeeding day. Worku deserved a 
little praise for the care with which he looked after my 
interest, seizing the portion of the animal he knew I 
liked best, and seeing that I had my supper before tlie 
rest were allowed to taste. When strangers were in 
th-^ buty or I was eating out of doors, a shamaa was put 
tip as a screen, so that no evil eye should look upon his 
master feeding. At the slaughter of every sbeep the. 
pautieb aaid ]i?ei» ilm laiiittal mi up r^w iato 
jmf small pie<?j@^, a|iil iM em^^iits of iim ^ll-bl^^d«r 
sq»i@ea8©d over the wW6> m $M to |oi;# wJaftt lli© A.bys- 
sinians consider a v«ry tasty dish. Th£0 tmss was sonie- 
times banded roTjjad to m© in a wooto bowl, but aot* 
witbstaading apprentieesbip at hmfido eating, the 
raw inside of a sheep witli tkes^ ** a^ptijtj^jiaueejs " 
reaally more than I muM. storaa^Bh. The pa^tiee 
is also eomtotaij I am told^, arao^^ the tteighboutaBg 
Arabs j I hiaire an A:^b^ eat the iK'^sfcine$ ail&r 
they Mm Imti mo^e^ a ite* 

We reachfed: the tTecazze ihe day^ aifefi leaving the 
Minna, which it scarcely surpassed in: yolxlme of water. 
This induces me to think the latter its main tributary, 
as supplied from the snows of Simyen it is worthy of 
being. As it was the end of the dry season one could 
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the more easily judge of the relative importance of 
each feeder, for during the rains other tributaries 
assume an importance not due to them, depending on 
the locality of the breaking thunderstorm, and not on 
a perennial source. The water was very low, not 
exceeding three feet in the deepest, which was a great 
advantage to us, as having to travel two days along its 
bed, from the winding nature of its course, we were 
necessitated to cross some tweffi^ tlM^ each day. The 
breadth of the river bed has an average of some Mhf 
yards, but th,e stream itself at this time seldom ex- 
ceeded twenty. It is for the most part locked in by 
Mg)i (i. ix$im^:$m wok, quite flal ftt tbe t% 

wm M #6 iaeliii^lj^ of stn^tQi' §m * 
ehasm Itoou^ wiMk t!m stream hm iU Mm- i hvLtJ^e 
river appears to Have cut its own way^ wMcl. it 
tainly mw^ lave takeii some ages to have performed. 
Afatig §m i^i^ Gi Ilies0 rocks large troops of monkeys 
were occasion^ly; W It© mm^ mm^mg m gtmM *egti- 
larity beJiind a leadaf, and somatimes descending to 
th& iff et% Bank to toik. Ymt ^naii|ili«i M&r 
w^oo^ jscattered over tlie dry portion df Hir©y% 
I 1 g^«r frequently whole treeg wMcii hai 
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torn up by their roots. With these at night we made 
large fires to keep away the hyenas and jackals infest- 
ing these parts. Not a house had we seen down the 
whole length of the stream, so we were necessitated to 
sleep out. My servant used to cut some of the long 
grass found near at hand, and with this make me an 
excellent bed on the shingle. 

The Tecazze is the boundary line between Amhara 
and Tigre, the western and eastern portions of Abys- 
sinia, and we were now entering th^ latter, leaving 
behind us the high, mountains of Simyen. On quittii]^ 
the TecaaJzie, we pissed tlpough a #itrict of slaty foTamt 
ilm^ wliose ISm of <i#avage was # j%ht ««QgXe» to the 

for our males. Thenee i^t- b^sQi to dei^eiid iftto a 
low jaa»ow vaHay, through which the Gevha, a small 
mounMtt Uiasm^ 1a:m iti cooise. A beyond this 
we entered the ?iltag« 5?$j&%eH3, sitiiatel in a 
beautiful at the §mi of soaie rugged 

mouittain^ ffitJid at liie bottom of which runs a small 
stjjeiian: puim waier* Tld^ vQl^^e k Mck^mm^i^t 
and lam oeeasjomaj maijIeetL We ha^eued to 
arrive Ott a soarifeitHday, About people w^e 

assembled in the itiarket-place, and tlk&tk was great 
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w%0m tli0 eftlt of Amhsm is Mkm m immf. Hia 
mmm me gets to: tike coail is^m ixt sali mitte^ 

0mt$B th0 ifisf ii fit Talna of §it miaftali aad 
in Tigre^ mtton elotli tates its i^laoo as 4 fla^edilim 
of excliange. Along our previous road liai Hiet 
some hundreds of asses and mules laden with these 
bars of salt, probably proceeding from the Danakil 
country to Amhara. 

Though we had still three days' journey to make, 
we could see from Tembyen the high mountains of 
Adowa, whose fantastic peaks are a prominent object 
all the country round. They appeared to be situated 
in an extensive plain, but my experience of the pre- 
vious route led me to expect that beneath these seem- 
ing plains lay concealed deep tortuous valleys. The 
conjecture proved tp be aright The road also, being 
little frequented, was excessively rugged, so that I 
was often compeEed to dismount for the sake of my 
mule. Occasionally we had to pass along the steep 
sides of deep ravines, where one false ste|)i Wi^wld hm& 
hurled us to the bottoiii| tad here I saw the value of 
the male m suc^ csjtmtp^ m AlojBBmm; m other 
animal h m safe and sure-footedp 
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tibif Btdijilitariioo^ om of U. Botijgaud's tmlm 
0n %he road, upon wMfik Mb mtt^l^ mi df a 
piece of th.e tail fo convince }m master tiiat there h&B. 
been no humbug. I well remember the first occasion of 
my seeing this strange custom. One day I was sitting 
with M. Lejean in the tent, when one of his servants 
came in, and with a good deal of demonstration and 
talk, which from ignorance of the language we could 
not comprehend, presented the consul with a bloody 
trophy of some kind. Supposing, naturally, that it 
belonged to some wild animal we examined it with the 
greatest attention and curiosity. Of course, each ven- 
tured an opinion, but nothing definite was decided^ and. 
the servant with his Amharic could not help ug in (jair 
solution of the difficulty. We puzzled ourselves some- 
time longer, until at last the truth in all its ludicrous- 
iam& hmtst up>ji the mind of the ^sMatil, as with a 
hesa^ laiigh at om igaweice of 0dmparati?e . mm^ 
^mr^ h0 exclaimed, "Mms ! ^ed h gimm Mm 
hmdeti*' 

In the morning of the last we passed the curious 
rock of Damo, rising to a of 500 or 600 feet, 

one side being quite perpendionlat. This is the first 
of a #ftia of hills wMeJi surround Adowa; mA 
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thence, ascending a little, we passed round a mountain 
bluff, and now beheld the second capital of Abyssinia, 
with its large pretty-lookiug churches, nestling in the 
valley below. Adowa, with a population of about 
10,000, is the principal town of Tigre, situated by 
a small stream which enters the Tecazze some hundred 
miles to the south. It is considered healthy, for though 
situated in a valley, it has an elevation of about 4000 
feet above the sea-level. There is no great attraction 
in the place itself, except that the houses are a little 
more comfortg^blo and solidly constructed than in most 
other villages, some boasting of two stories ; but the 
40^n is not without its interest in having been ih^ 
seene of many an event which has affected the con- 
dition of all Abyssima. No OM irelat© its modern 

regret is that Iidy ^ md^tm^ ufM ^ Mum]^pm 
who hme vfeitad tibe cotoitry, lias mot yet piiblislied 
mjtMug m thB subject. Mb hm^ hcymrnt^ made some 
ine botenieal eollections, wHeh have been despatched 
to ^^emiuajr^ ¥tmm^ md ^^md* Mb several times 
invited me to, Ms house daiiijg mf stay, and I louud 
Mm of most agi-eeaMe mmpm^.. I Imd afeo the 
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pI^G*^ of Tjeifig ititrodneed to Ms daughter, the 
bride of Mr. Kiensle. She is a half-caste, the daughter 
of an Abyssinian lady, but she has much more of 
her father s complexion than of her mother s ; and I 
found that her education had not been neglected. She 
could speak German as well as the languages of Abys- 
sinia. When she heard that she was going to be married, 
the young maiden covered her face and ran away. 

My sojourn in Adowa was prolonged to a fortnight, 
fis I had ^ slight attack of dysentery, which weakened 
me very much. During this time I stayed at the house 
of Maderakal's mother, as he had requested me, allow- 
iiig the two servants of JBourgaud to stay akp with 
mm to keep Worku company. Mr. Kiensle's servants 
stayed, of co«iS% with Mt. Schimper, the gol^^r 
had i^iecL as gftlfe dasmi^ad wbik a fiilfeali© 
3f0^?«^»Ji 5Qfe Ifea^ Mfia^ittg ones teo^t tiW 
wittM live well m hi^g as mo&^^i&M in this lajid 
of i^entjr ; and, I hafiag ke|>t the striiip of my purse 
pmttj loose^ in ten days they had demolished three or 
four sheep, besides vast quantities of pease -pudding 
fyM^fm}^ htmd$ heer, and honey-wins^ 1 then began 
to think it ad^isaMe to retrench^ and get away as soon 
as foi^fci^ notwithstan^B^ mj iBnm 
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While at Adowa, I paid a visit to the ancient city 
of Axum, situated half a day to the west. On the 
road I passed a village entirely deserted. Its inha- 
bitants had all been called out by a conscription to 
join Theodore in his wars. The remains of the ancient 
city of Axum consist of a number of variously-shaped 
obelisks, most of them lying prostrate, but one or two 
still standing, beneath which are large square blocks 
of stone, having runnels cut into them m if for the 
ree0j>tion of some liquid. Mr. Schim^r maintains that 
the^r isrere originally used as altars, on which the aton- 
ing Ti«itim i?m oMm^d iip. The principal obeli^ which 
^M. xmmnu erect k mM^ ifeet Itifh, attd, tmiik^ihe 
li^^^aa obeB^H h tasst sqtiare-si^A ^xii htmi&&t ihm 
it Is thidki aieitte tt mm t& a -pdtmit hM & 
wmmie^ 9$ at %h$ l&ir, B ha^ m hieroglyphitjs, Int 
has s<me <jtmim'E3ital wark m {^mi tlie hm^t pait, 
just akom altai*^ it tjiade to reptesent a door, yiMi 
the wooden lock exsetlf of the descariplaoii mm 
in Egyptian and Arabian towns. What naakes this 
remarkable is, that sB.ch kind of locks are quite un- 
known in Ahyss&Sa at pri^^. The granite horn 
whicli these hiage monoliths have been mi U i«5nd 
in the neighbouring hills. A %M«t itsantalning some 
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Hamyarilic iiii^ripffiiQns is found in a priTate house 
of the town. I did not §fae i% In the midst of these 
dbeiitks stantk a large daroo ot sycamore tree, whose 
^jipading hranches embrace several of them within 




i^-am also hoasts of possessm^ ^e ]^indi|(al 4lttirch 
oi AhfBmd^ff huHt of an oblong scpare form wholly 
of stone, in it is isaii td 1p0 mm^ti^ the tame :m% 
wthich was gtoliin from #10 Mm aal bronght hithep. 
I^he tshnrelk «ncloSnres are a i^m ^ refuge foi: ail 
criminal and poHtie^ oibnd€s^ up mto dam^ to sme. 
01 expel them ^iMe* 1 hea]^^ hewieferji King 
Theodore had oHm infi&gad ilM ecel^^tieal law^ 
boldly arrested some of his enemies here. 'Mj mvvm.% 
maintained that both the. church and obelisks were 
originally erected by the devil, who resided here for 
some time. The modern town of Axum is large, almost 
as much so as Adowa. It is built round about the 
church and obelisks, and it is quite possible that some 
of the houses still conceal precious remains of anti- 
quity. Axum is situated at the extremity of a large 
plain between some low hills by which it is shielded 
on the north. 

It was between Axum and Adowa that Bruce wit- 




their extensive shade. 
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nessed the case of live-ox eating, which so affected 
his fame at home. Now, in a country where I have 
seen eaten and often partaken of flesh warm and 
quivering from the ox, actually moving in the hand, 
— where it is a custom also to eat the raw paunch 
and liver^ with the gall-juica of the goat, and Avhere a 
native told me it was common for shepherds to cut 
a sheep's tail while alive and suck the fat out, fill- 
ing the wound with salt for another occasion, — I 
can readily believe to have taken place whftt Bruce 
described, especially m he never insisted on its being 
a practice, but onlj^ ail exceptional case. 
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CHAPTEE XU. 

ADOWA TO MASSOWAH. 

Leave Adowa — Anarchy of Abyssinia — Geology of the country — 
S^iifeni0# M wfci^ ECtidfi— Biirer Mai^%— Tariety of fampera- 
— Jesuit missionaries — The Shoho tribes — 
Descent of the Taranta — An albino — Quarrel with the guide — 
Digging for water — Novel method of procuring fire — Bread-baking 

Mm Oameroi^—Mkuiloo^ — Mr. Kerens — ^MMsowaitt 

Towards the end of May I left for Massowah. Mr. 
Schimper, accompanied by his daughter, Mr. Kiensle's 
servants, and also those of M. Bourgaud (who had been 
met at Adowa by another party bringing forward that 
gentleman's baggage) left two days before myself for 
Debra Tabor. At Adowa I had engaged another 
servant to carry my few goods, who, with Worku and a 
gmde^ wew now all the retanw X coold boast. My 
gaily-caparisoned mule, however, t%B mark of the 
dignity of ahief, still constituted me a gt^l mm m a 
small way^ 
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There axe two routes from Adowa to the coast I 
should hmB tr^^ffid^Hf j&t^ least fre- 

^ue^ted #tfotigh '^mm^^M; hni fmm the unsefctM 
Hfttttf^ <^1he mmtTj it was cmsidered tiugale^ so lliat 
I was obliged to take that :^]mtigh Halai "We bo* 
unfrequently heard of mbei lAiefe ifiw)! o^c^ ioitte 
elth^roads^ fors<fe#^6st#6f Ihe^e^ 
in nominal stih^eijfiott to !Ili#odos^* It will he a matter 
of great dilBotilty to ttaite all fcjoimected particles, 
of which the political state of this country consists, into 
one kingdom or empire, accustomed as the people have 
been for ages to recognise in a king nothing but the 
name of majesty. 

The country through which I passed was similar in 
its nature to the previous part of my journey. Valleys 
within valleys, mountains upon mountains, constitute 
the physical features of Abyssinia. This is admirably 
shown on the road between Adowa and the eastern 
frontiers. A few peaks, of a height varying between 
8000 and 10,000 feet, form the highest parts of the 
country, and seem to be a relic of a former condition 
of the earthf These appear also to correspond with 
the high- masses of Gunna, Debra Tabor, Melza and 
Simyen, and probably also with those of the Wollo 
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GmUa^ 'Q<)^mip «tii other fm^ Hia^ ^^tritiis of iiese, 
wbffi ima &m%^0d tropieal rains, md^ perhaps, by 
glaciers .^talaiidhes, appears, in process #1 tiiae^ 
to haYe formed a vasl table-land once eorering a 
greater part of the country. The flat-topped moun- 
tains round Wekhni, the Guimb, Magclala, the high 
plateaus of Bellesa, the hill on which Mahdera Mariam 
is situated, that in G-ojam, which Tadla Gualoo has 
made his retreat, but more especially the portions 
of Abyssinia I was now traversing, are remains of this 
second condition of the country. But this in its turn 
has been abraded by the continued action of rain and 
atmospheric influence, till its even stratified surface has 
become indented with deep valleys^ and these latter it is 
which constitute perhaps the grefttet part of the p3r^seBit 
Abyssinia- The whole of the coantry hm u/fmf 
sMhMir $^0mimm^. Tie ^wftst toM #bsettee of 

fnyites>'wh.ich are said to be freqinently fsH^ jimst be 
feeble in power, not exerting any great influence in 
ehi»§ing the eon%uration of the country, A small 
volcano exists at Ait on the sea-coast> and ttaderakal 
toM me that some few years sinqe the ground of one of 
tte flsMS d Tigre was seen to md wtM im^ 
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qmntitm ^ mfM$, IMwpl&i. ttit tlili 
qmhd ilifiM^ are mo^ imquMb near to ©a^siad titgi. 
tlie aiguille mountains surrounding Adowa are formed 
of a rock which shows signs of having been forced up in 
a molten state, this would perhaps betoken the greater 
proximity of the central fires in the eastern than in the 
western portions of the country. 

In two days after our departure from Adowa we 
crossed the river Mareb. Some travellers maintain 
that it is lost in the sands before reaching the Atbara ; 
but Mr. Schimper, I believe, reckons that he has seen 
the junction of the two rivers. The discrepancy may 
be accounted for by the supposition that in times of 
extraordinary rains it may succeed ia pvereoming the 
sandy obstruction to which it usually succumbs. It is 
certainly very difficult to fancy that so much water Wol 
thus be lost ;, but it is a well-known fmt thsM im^f 
African streams t^rmiuftte in. this abrHj^l my* ^0 
Mareb mmM al^elo: id hmu a very low level Soon 
irfter il we had 1» »^ke a sleep asoent up liie 

K^pd ^iet 0f ^ immtmk teiight us again on 
to the cooler highlands. We eontiajlfi ^ 
pleafiant upper levels until we reached Halai. It is 
remarkable how in Abyssinia ihd vef^s^ioja changes 
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simofesd a map of the mdiiiitaiiigrQuii9^io?fa irflli all 
tJieir heiglits estimated, not from tliei^moniietrie dbBerva* 
tions of boiling point, but according to the known habitat 
of various plants. The puff-ball tree and some peculiar 
grasses so common in Upper Egypt and the Soudan 
are also found here, but only in the low river valleys, 
where the temperature also corresponds to those coun- 
tries ; whereas the kolquol tree, the aloe, the wild rose, 
and honeysuckle are aever found but on the higher levels. 

Halai is situated in a concavity, which the Abyssinian 
table-land here takes like a mighty wave before it 
crests into the heights of Taranta Mountain, thence 
to d-escend ia a» abrupt steep of 8000 9000 f#©t t<^> 
th© Ma-short. M- M m the midgfc of a well-wooded 
country, and the iii%lib««rho©(i U madet tieh 

c»l%a6ioJ3u The elim^te k m m^l thai % eould »it ojQt 
in ike sjmsla^Si and still feel eMllf ^ The town is built 
paitly of conical huts, and partly -el s(iuare ones. The 
sijnam hute eBcepretty generalia Eastern Aby-ssinm, and 
are eonstructed mostly of the woeid of the kol^jwl, which 
is white like Ms^i hat mmeh more ^fl i^nd flhrous. The 
result of m md^ly a people m &e Abyssinians 
using this «oft wood, fe, '^at it hitrl?om» imuieil^ 
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numbers of bugs, one of tbe more prominent curses of 
the country. I was led to the house of the chief man 
of the village, a certain Aito Georgis, who lodged me 
until I should be able to proceed. What with a 
renewal of ague and want of sleep at nights, caused by 
the above-mentioned vermin, who had " smelt the bloo 
of an Englishman," and came in showers from the roof, 
as well as from the interstices of the wooden alga on 
which I was lying, my reminiscences of this stay of two 
or three days are far from being pleasant. 

I was visited here by some native Eomish priests, 
who had crosses and medals on their necks. They are 
the fruits of the Jesuit mission, commenced in Abys- 
sinia by Father Jacobis in 1840. The worthy father 
established himself at Gondar, and there continued ^ 
proselytising until he excited tlie animosity of the 
Al«tn% iafl*ueia«^ Mof ito hsm ^im, fei^^Oj^t 
TbMW^ MS: i^iag ^nmi^ l& % % ta feiils 
all along hfti o^osed Theodora's ekim% he ImviDg 
defeated and deprived of powe^ Bss Oubie, who 
their friend and patron* It is said that at first IFather 
JaGobis refuEed to leave when ordsretl^ bttt aSerwArds, 
finding his life in danger^ fied in disguise. On his 
mmsX at the fron^y^ 3be slil cotf^feogd Im m^wms^f 
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workj mS, sSm Ms politM iatrfgmes 5 W ^^tk fv^ m 

eoatse of donduct has necessarily tended only -fclie more 
to keep them out of the country as long as the present 
king is in power. 

I was here advised to dispose of my mule, as I 
was informed (which information was false, by the by) 
that no one would purchase it at the coast. Aito 
G-eorgis promised that if I would sell it to him he 
would lend me another to take me to Massowah ; and 
the bargain was struck, mule and saddle going for six 
dollars. I now engaged a guide to conduct me through 
the territory of ^e Shohos, who occupy the country 
between the Abyssinian frontier and the coast. These 
are a trib© of the Danakil nation, and resemJblii^ in 
their sairage jiature their neighbauis tike Soinalis a^at 
Mlas. !rhe mm wfaom I ^^ed s^^^^&Bemd to be a 
chief; It© was entitled to wear a> coil of brass wire round 
Tm spear. TBi© ordinary jpiay for a guide is half a 
doUaJ? ; but I being a iPrank was expected to give moie, 
and a MMq Mokering th© agreement was finely 
made for a dollar down, and hialf a dollar in addition on 
arrival at Massowah. 
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m steep that it iifSi M -ram to irf^empt ^mii* 
I nm fern fes iimkp ia<miiwatd passage Im^iM&i^ 
J^ssiitedl^ l to be comp^e^ to 

I shotiH tMnk made «f i^eer teeent, little gl©rt' 
perpendicular, of about 8000 feet ; and, as we wem 
liemmed in on all sides by ffiOuatMns, it appeared like 
going down into tbe very bowels of tbe eartb. After 
descending tbus more than three hours, we arrived into 
a rocky wady with a stream of pure water coursing 
through it. Following the stream for about five miles 
we arrived at a place called Tubbo, where we halted 
for the night. We had but completed a quarter of 
the way, but next morning my Shoho guide wished to 
return, and demanded a dollar. I refused positively, 
saying that I had engaged him to go to Massowah, and 
unless he went I should give him nothing more. He 
still insisted, saying that the muleteer who was also a 
Shoho would act as guide. Now I knew that I should 
have to pay the muleteer for his services apart from the 
guide, and althougli mme^ that I could mt pmm% the 
other Sx0m mlsmmo^^ I i#^KPW»e^ Jb© ftltpdd get 
no^isg mm^ fmm a® Ms lajpiiJiB^* ^ r®6a«^I 
to comply enraged Mm, and he said that now I was in 
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Ms coTOtTf lie would keep me miH I paid. ^^Wfllj" 
said I, arrangmg a seat nndemeath a tree, and ptilling 
oat a volume of the *PopijIaE Educator,' "we will see 
who gets tired soonest." It was a beautiful spot where 
we were eWJRf|)s©^ tiie wady here of>©siitg a little so 
as to afibr4 & suffidlent level for the growth of a 
iujimber of good shady trees. Although ihm^ were no 
signs of liumeoi h^ita^ou in the neighbourhood, lb was 
a -st^t^iQia. of the wanderfeig: Shohos #ho bring grain feoSi; 
l^e WB&t; the mountehis s^&td no land iCa|iaMe of, 
cultivation. The grain is brought mostly on the bacSs 
of cattle ; throughout the land of the Shohos cattle are 
made into beasts of burden. An occasional camel 
would also get up as far as here, the first which I had 
seen for a long while ; mountainous highlands are not 
adapted for this animal. We had a hard job to keep 
the mule in check when it first saw a camel ; it evinced 
real fear in the presence of this curious long-legged 
creature. 

The Shohos, many of whom I saw here, differ some- 
what in appearance from the Abyssinians ; they are tall 
and lanky, having the features, especially the nose, 
strongly marked. They wear the hair in a large bush, 
similar to the Arab tribes of the Soudan, where it is 
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jokiiigly calkd a parasBl* A woodeB skewer, sometimes 

is used m $k e&mh m dressjBg % isr as a loMg pcAe to 
stir lie game wMelift^ a reta^ iii Uiick wood* 
The Skxho laa^oi^ i^fifers botii from Ik^g e <^ 
mnla and fe)m tEa Jki^o* Sllff itfe itot numerous, 
bang eftimafced % 3i%f el at only iiMe tbe 
tkmsMt tMim, Ctf ^wMi they form a part^ 'to^ 
occupying a large extent of .t^nttt^^ exceed a 

few thoiisand. Ttey are Mc^toamedans, the most 
bigoted of the bigoted, at the same time that they 
know absolutely nothing. At Tubbo I saw a Shoho 
albino with white hair and pink flesh, looking just hke 
a boiled European. Whether he was born so, or whether 
this colour may be attributed to some cutaneous disease, 
I do not know. At Khartoum and other places I fre- 
quently saw natives having large patches of pink in the 
midst of the black of their bodies, but never could hear 
any satisfactory explanation of the cause for it. 

The sun had now passed the meridian, and with its 
commencing decline the Shohos, who had sought here 
an how or two s rest from its heat, departed on their 
way, and we were Mt alone ; I ^tiill remained reclining 
beneath the tree> studying my lesson in I^atural PMlo- 
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m&lm^ §0^^ for lit im^% md my Abyssinian ser- 
m^MM "whojlike mwff^n^hBM all fte morning kneM hhk^ 
bering before me and the Shoho, in order to mdttce lis 
to proceed, now came to me to propose a very summary 
way of disposing of the latter individual. This " son of 
a dog " (by which polite cognomen I had not ceased to 
address him since early morning) was lying on the sand 
close by fast asleep, and my servants now proposed that 
I should go and cut his throat, and then we could bury 
him in the sand. I was somewhat startled at this cool 
proposal, and scarcely thought they could mean what 
they said^ but they seemed earnest enough about it. 

We remained there the whole of that day and buo 
ceeding night ; and the jiiom&Lg the Shoho came 
and demanded the dollar again. Of course I refused, and 
said that if he renaiiied there till Doomsday he should 
Bot gel it ICy s^.?^to still begged that X would give it^ 
but I wmmp^^ Mxm^ nf ^mai #m ctoaaied 1^ 
pay ^wi ^tishei to »^m. IMl it %0§mg Imt tight 
to cxmpify Ift Im tjasej md so Mm. ^ Workn was 
BOW at Ms with ead^ and taking off Tm shama.fif and long 
giirdle, With tears streaming down Ms face^ knelt dowi 
before the Shoho and begged he would take these 



218 



bayoM measttre at the nhjmi m^^Sm It© aiidr^ss^ 
to till rascal, I jumped up and gBLli©l®3 tttaia fmm tlie 
lii^aiig* flliildng I was about to strike him, 
raised his club above his head, and I might in a 
moment more perhaps have had my pate cracked, but 
that the muleteer and some others seized hold of him. 
He made as if he wanted to dash at me ; whether he 
meant it or not I cannot say. I was quite unarmed, 
having previously sold my gun, and he had spear, sword, 
club, and shield, so I felt it a quite unequal contest and 
kept prudently quiet. But if I had been in possession 
of fire-arms I might possibly have shot him with as 
little compunction as if he had been a dog. The truth 
was, the absence of my gun, and nothing else, occasioned 
me all this trouble, for had I pipsgessed fire-arms he 
would never have dared to detain me. 

About noon a party of Shohos, coming from the 
direction of Massowah, arrived, and having heard the 
whol© nllii% 0m ©f thmx^ wito B^^ka a littiia Arabic^ 

Massowah wilh m& Mmmli. Ms X agi©e«i to, myh^ 
that having paid for a gtiide I wotild have one or pay 
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nothing He then went to the Shoho ehief^ and 

aHfcKJii^h th^f Ji^i not see ma ohserTt it, I mw Mm paes 
a icJlttr to Ih© ^Slain. I wm "tm^d to think fk^% 
got anything, hv$ X dfitea&^ to oiier shoidd mt 
lose hf it if h0 ^^m^MmmM wBlL 

W« were now, after a delay of a day aiid a half, on 
t|L# JOiftd again, continuing along the bed of th^ ffioanlain 
torrent, the perpendicular heights on eacli side still 
compelling us to follow its winding course. The stream 
though in some places so deep as to afford a bath 
(a luxury that I indulged in), is in others quite lost in 
the sand, flowing out again a little farther on, where 
the rocky nature of the ground prevents it from thus 
being swallowed up. As the wady widens, however, 
the sands increase, until at last the stream is entirely 
lost ; and at the spot where we rested at sunset we 
were obliged to dig four or five feet for water, and then 
only were we rewarded by a draught of thick mnddj 
fluidt Mj Shoho had a very novel way of making a 
fire as well as of baking bread. The former feat was 
aeeojnplished by the aid of two dry sticks,, one held on 
tE© ground firmly by the knee, while the second, being 
placed in an upright position in a small hole drilled in 
the former, is made to revolve by being nibbed between 
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tlie hands, tlie friction serving to produce the necessary 
heat to set fire to the wood. When the fire was kindled 
a few large round pebbles were placed in the centre to 
get well heated ; the flour and water has meanwhile 
been kneaded into the consistency of dough capable of 
taking the shape of a cup. One of the hot pebbles is 
placed inside the cup and the dough rolled over it, so 
as to form a ball. In this shape it is placed in the ashes 
of the fire and well turned until the outside is baked ; 
, the heated stone serves to bake the inside. Another 
priinitive mode of baking I have witnessed, and one 
©q^ually novel to me. A hole is made in the sand, a 
number of good-sized pebbles are placed in the hole, 
a fire is kindled on the top ; when this has burnt down 
the red-hot embers itre removed on one side and th© 
iii|nid imghi ipoured o^er the hot pebbles, the Iwjt l^es 
ao^ ijcmM mm lh# gnr&ce, wd &e whefo mw&i&i 

diseicBes a large Imi or oak© Inside. Sometames a whole 
dieep will be cooked in the sanxe^ way. While these 
culinary operaticwis were gmag fttt I took a strdl in Ihe 
aeightarhood, Bhmi & hmidred yards off mme to 
a kind of grotto formed by a number of stala^Mles sns- 
l^eoded ton the c^^^sriwi^^ toak. AH #6 
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^msm^ X hsM B©iic?©d these petri^^crt^^ irli^^@ter tlie 
m%1s$r hed mm&s^SBB^ itt penetrnting the upper strata^ 
hut mmloLBte hsd I m&Oi aaything to eompare to 

At the propositioft of the Sliolbo we detemined to 
traTel by mght to meke up for lost time ; aad after 
leafing Uie momtaias we li^atersed m undulatbg plain 
with sc^afit^ teg^Waon md void of water. Ate «r 
qsoii|^ of Mm^ Eteej^ m ilm eiii% nae^alt^ w& lapin 
aal^ tired ^mtff^ a^^ei a liti# b^ifore 
Hoots ai tBe low ji of ArMe^^ 

It was witit inexpressible d^ight I saw again Ih^ 
bright bbie waves of lb© aaid iiat i3ie Bfed "fe. 
This was the first time I had ever seen it, and its placid 
surface seemed to produce in my own breast a corre- 
sponding calm and quiet ; the turbulent passions which 
had lately held possession there were now hushed to 
rest. I discharged the Shoho at this place, giving him 
twenty-five piastres. I gave him the dollar first, wish- 
ing to see whether he would complain, but on the 
contrary he thanked me and seemed contented, which 
somewhat surprised me, considering that I had seen 
him five a dollar to the chief I then gave him five . 
piastres more, determined that he should not have his 
trouble for nothing* 
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miy, strai^ Itoigji it way a^j^ai^ I a^^oed to i^r^lcim^ 
M^b^mm^MJOim again as a pleisgaat eiscliange for th^ 

attribute to my feet^r aeqnaintance witli If ogleiflL 
customs, as well as Mf possessing in JjraMe a surer 
means of communication with my fellow-men, than 
what my slight smattering of Amharic had lately 
afforded me. Entering an Arab cafe I squatted down 
amongst them, and over a cup of coffee treated them 
to the latest news about the great Kassa, Sultan of 
Habesh, whom they appear a little to respect, more to 
fear, but most to hate, I learnt definitely that the 
British consul had gone to Eassela, and so my hopes 
of seeing him were frustrated. ' - 

Towards evening I rode on to Mkulloo, where the 
private house of the consul is, and was there received 
by a young gentleman of the na^a^s of Kerens, the jSrst 
Englishman I had seen since leaving Khartoum; as 
also by Mertcha, an Abyssinian who had been educated 
at Bombay, and was^ in the consiiL's abgeace^ d&i^ha^^ 
'the duties of tke 0<msiil&te^ Wmm ^mm t got jBom 
detailed jniajrolm cjogje^tg Oame2*on's 
movements. He hail left witb ike intentiQH of pro- 
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ceeding ^ao^ tim lewalorj' of %%& 'Slm^ wm% of 
Abpsiaa^ aM rtHintering that country by way of 
Matammaii, wlieiice, saftop m intemew with; iSi© king, 
lie intended proceeding to Ei^laad the HEe route, 
as hk health had not been good and necessitated his 
relinquishment of tiie consulate. 1 was also told that 
an English galSkh^sA with government despatches was 
eveiy #y expieeted t# j^rrive at Massowah, and that 
Mr. Kerejks mm only awaiting tlmm betjye jproceediug 
to re|oin Oaptam (^$»aei?on ai Afey^inia. I of csuase 
thought it wotlld be a Jtne c^fj^unity of getting on to 
AAm^ hut I Wfis <toned to be disappointed imm aflso* 

i disdbiH^ed Wbrku, my servant, who bad come with 
me all the' way &6m Wofferghef, giving him, in addition 
to his wages, an extra dollar or two and a sliamaa. 
He availed himself of the chance of returning with 
some of his people who had brought hides down to the 
coast for sale. A great deal of these are exported from 
here, as they are remarkably cheap in the upper country, 
the animal itself only valuing from 15s. to 20s. The 
Abyssinian, however puffed up with pride he may be in 
his own country, is a very tame creature at the coast, 
and often suffers great ill-treatment at the hands of 
the Moslems. One was mm-dered about ten miles off 
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during my stay. They at& mSMt Mwm$ir t«ra, 
M CltFl^iaas in Egypt me^ bnt Makada or ilkstin 
(C9i3ttstia!i). The t^mx W^k&^$, h: also a^fed. to the 
eoiintry, originating I tMdk ftoiii Maka%^ #iej|t€eoEi^ 
Sheba^ who ^eite^ S#©flaO* The general t^rm f^r an 
AlbySiioiftn, Jion^ea^ m Mi^^fmM* people of %b 

coast are of EtMopian race, atid speak a language called 
Tigrinyika, which is allied to the Tigrinya or language 
of Tigre ; and these two, with the Amharic, form the 
modern representatives of the old Ethiopic. 

In company with Mr. Kerens and Mertcha I made 
frequent visits to Massowah, where the consulate is 
situated. The place is about four miles from MkuUoo^ 
and occupies a small coral island about a furlong from 
the mainland. It has a good harbour, where ships of 
the largest burden may safely anchor. The streets of 
the town are very narrow, as a protection against the 
heat, which I here found more oppressive than in any 
place I had hitherto been at. They are formed of two^ 
storied hottsas. remdanees of the governor, the con- 
solatOji &c., are of a superior description, stuccoed and 
wMle^^d as in Cairo* The naajket is notlaigelml 

Biirope, Asiaj and Africa. :k good trade is carried on 
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with India, whieh is in the hands of the Banians, whose 
sallow faces, surmounted by their peenliar high turbans, 
I had several opportunities of behdding hera The 
prinoipal trade of Kassowah, however, is with the 
opposite coasi, espfeiMij' th# porfe of Jidda and 
Hodeida, whence a greal number of small Arab craft 
cross wife Arabian produce, principally (Sor%, dfttel, 
fruit, taMng in exchange ghee or liquid bntterj hides, 
honey, coffee, <^c» It m» in on© of fees© boats that 
after a stay of about a weefc, during which time I had 
looked out in vain for an opportunity of going to Aden 
direct, I took a passage over to Hodeida. I was in- 
formed that thence it would not be difficult to get 
another vessel for Aden. 
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CHAPTEB XIIL 

MiiSSOWAH TO ADElff. 

Departure from Massowah — Arab navigation — Appearance of Abys- 
nimm cda:st — ArriYal at Btotataa — Qanirmi of Japhetic ati^ 
Shemitic races — Life in Hodeida — — Europeanized Turks — 
Ard el-Yemen — Curious auction sale — Coffee and pipe — Leave 
Hodeida — Touch at Mocha — "Eeal Mocha coffee" — Unpleasant 
^tminm~^M$k li-^&ttAefe—AM^ fltMidit^-^ ^ Aden. 

^'ImJi allah nesafer ellailehr "Please God we shall 
sail to-night," said the Nakhuda of the Arab vessel in 
reply to a (Question I had made ; but it pleased God to 
let US leave on the mmmmf for wMch. I was deeply 
thankful, as the time gbited generally rei|«ires a mul- 
tiple of imx with tJiep jpiOf 1% m^^ m m this 

for ventwiTiBg Uaifos Inlo #0 ^ipm sea j it did not 
e:i0iei m mm mB^tj Hile boat^ and wa§ t^^d 
with tlie same la^e trfangiilar gail wMoh appei^ %t> l» 
the some of tlie Arab art of navigation. Tie Hai^huda 
or captaiii was an MMmi^--M^^ Ml tfaa crew W6f e 
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SiaiMi tfegi^eg Boimlh. J^^^ifeei -wMk 

smmeh (liquid \m^k&ify edtirtMtied ifi; la^tge imtihm jajs. 
ftee Weirfe a good many passenget^ iPMstly !CtMttIx 
ge^^ieis dbanging quartets Irom Ai^e^ko to f emails 
wte paid notliing for their passage, the authorities com- 
pelling the transport of soldiers upon the owners of 
these small vessels. Among the other passengers were 
a young Syrian and his wife proceeding to Bombay. 
The rest called him a Christian, but I fancied myself he 
was a Jew. He had been on a visit to King Theodore 
with an object which he kept very close in the present 
company, but which I was informed while at MkuUoo 
was to induce the king to entrust him with the intro- 
duction of some cannon into the country. Whether he 
had succeeded or not I do not know, but he talked of 
returaiag^ before long, We of course had no 

cabin accoiaifeOfi^i^tion, but were scattered about the 
deck wherevef we could find room to stretch ourselves, 
I consequently suffered considerably from the in- 
tease heat^ 

p0^ressed-oa the favourite Eastern priipijple^ lof 
^:^E.^g^ti|^ fous^ag nA^ every mall island or pro- 
jection of maalafflcl whiah mm» wlWii Toute, 
ostensiljlf with the object of taking in water and fire- 
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wood, hit more, I fancy, to please the captain, wiw5 btid 
friends among tlie inliaMtants of tli© ©ecMiottal small 
fishing villages at wliicli we stayed. I amused myself 
during the delays by bathing or strolling about the shores 
picking up shells and coral. These are amazingly abun- 
dant of every variety and great beauty. The shell of 
the cuttle-fish is strewn all over, as well as specimens 
of the beautiful white tree coral. Thousands of crabs 
and various-sized univalves make the beach appear 
as if alive. The coast is very barren, nothing but 
a few thorny trees and a species of kolquol, re- 
duced to a mere shrub, are found to relieve the dreary 
waste. Brackish water is obtained by wells sunk into 
the saad. 

Tk& whole of this coast has a distinctively defined 
watKr-Biark, about fifteen or twenty feet above the 
pE^emi high level of the forming om in a 

aboujidimg both on the AxeMm and Aimm #ttj?es of 
the Red Sea, the lite tjf Mmort in §sm 
Is&mm are otheis, of the tmt of this mlaf«i sea 
having had m extent ifi fait $gm muck greater, 
afld a level consMembly higher, thaxi at present; 
they would seem aim t^ imflj * iBmm nimn with 
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Africa. 

Having for safety's sake skirted the mainland as far 
as we could consistently with our course, on the fourth 
day we struck out into the open sea, and getting an 
occasional run before a favourable wind, in four more 
days we sighted the Arabian coast, and soon after 
entered the " desired haven " of Hodeida. Several 
three-masted Calcutta merchantmen were lying off the 
town^ bound for Jidda with rice, but detained here by 
contrary wdnds ; and the sight of these fine vessels, con- 
trasting so strongly with the miserable native craft by 
which thtj WBm Mfrowdedr impressed my mind with a 
deep sensfe of tht -Btipf jo^ of llii^^^i* civiJisfttikm* 
as well m of Ih© po^ess|# 4ty^llopfmeli^ <if Ibg Ji^pii^ite 
mm mmpmB^ mtk M^g&j^im oif mi 
SBpitteiifig and ia^^BlMif of laiM of our Sheinitic and 
Hamitio bratlii^ Mxb m ^aj^sijadMbg itHeotj^fcry that 
was the cra^dle of a religion extending in the space of 
twdve eentaries over a qmarter of our globe, our seme 
of superiopi^ m the arts and ajpplianees of life is some^ 
what checfe^ Bf the reflection, that the noW^ sealimeiit 
of religion has a deeper hold on tlie nature of these 
people than on onrselves| and it it teifiark^^ im% 
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that those religions which have started on the sublime 
recognition of the unity of the Godhead, — Judaism, 
Christianity, and Mohammedanism, — are Shemitic in 
their origin. 

As Khawaja Tousef, the Syrian, had been in Hodeida 
before, and knew the place, I accompanied him into 
the town, to inspect it a little, and make inquiry as to 
the departure of a boat for Aden. Hodeida is a large, 
well-built town, containing a population of at least 
50,000. The houses are built much after the Cairo 
model ; and it possesses an excellent bazaar and mar- 
ket, with extensive Turkish cafes. It is walled and for- 
tifiadjp and has a large garrison q£ Turkish soldiers, who 
haTS an extremely sickly appearance, the effects of the 
exeesBiYe. heat of the climate. MEtsBOwah m baid ^^uoiigh 
m this tespectj but BLodeida is mm rmdi worm thm 

0^ to WBi^b^Ski^ tod fat^ 0tm l^ile ygmwiBg 
pgtfe^^fy ipte<iif% the pa^cspir^oa si 
Heady all tiha is in loua^bg k 
sjoafeifig tlia loog sMhomk or mg^^r ^fcw 
Ik^^ a. pr0pa3^0ii of the l^al ^ the fedifet |^ant. 
During the six days wMeh interTened before another 
boat left for Adan, I was fain to spend the time at 
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Bome in tlie manner of the Boinajas, smoMmgif Amd 



Im miist WoMdiBXit labour here, in HMeMa, if only 
in apportioning to others their work. But though I 
did nothing, it does not follow that I saw nothing ; for 
when I could manage to keep my eyes open, I had 
abundant opportunities of witnessing many new phases 
of Oriental life here. The Arabs of Yemen, though 
possessing a bronze complexion, have very many of 
them reddish hair and beard, which gives them a some- 
what curious appearance. They are tall and slenderly 
rn^de, but their features differ from whg*t we ar© apl to 
consider the pure Arab type ; they dm imt Kp reguiftif 
and so handsome. Their geneml dress consists of 
simply a blue-checked cloth thrown round the npiiddle ; 
but that of the jre^eetable (»vilian^ or shjc^bs^^ eoia- 
prises of eotirse .gEe^tec ^'^m^ d, wt^dm^ eaa&eeding 



tnme of Isidee4Iadia i^^^ears to be tibeiaaijfeet 

whiSiiee their wants are supplied, rather than from 
Europe, as ia the ease in Egypi 



i^or idle hmi^ to 4o, " 
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In a general way it may be said, that the experience 
of ages has tauarht the natives of all countries the dress 
most adapted to the climate in which they live ; and, 
unless there be political or other reasons against it, I 
think a European cannot do better than fall in with the 
customs of the people in this respect. It appeared 
extremely ludicrous to me to see here all the Turkish 
soldiers clothed in European costume, — tight trousers, 
close jacket, and heavy, thick-soled boots; the dress, 
even as an uniform, was the most inappropriate that 
could be imagined. The poor wretches seemed to 
writhe in agony, for the increased perspiration made 
the things stick closer than they otherwise would haye 
doESi a^d the oc»ase<3[uence was, the breeches were 
always creeping up the legs, disclosing a pair of dirty 
stockings; and the sleeves up the arms, making the 
back of the jmkei stiek mb hori^sojitaUj. Really^^ the 

mMm em^msm waf idiiis&k t^ady to rsmM al ih@ 
of these oai^ste^ The Turks are Terjr mmk hated 
by the Arabs of the interior^ and it is with the utmost 
difficulty that they can maintain possession of a few 
seaports on the coast The sultans of Sanaa, who 
rule €his pad^ of Yemen^ ha?e Hth^fto succeeded in 
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j^ieacioiisiy toeping th&m of t^e interior * «a4 
1 was tola by ir. Tuik hmtB^ ilmii a party of i^m 
having once snecieeded in rea;dMag teal impiM im&^ 
massacred while worshipping in one of the tiiosqties. 
Sanaa, about 200 miles from the coast, is said to be a 
beautiful city, containing some fine palaces, mosques, 
and fountains ; but it is very difficult for a European 
to reach it, as the inhabitants are intensely bigoted 
Moslems. 

I proposed to myself while here walking to Aden, for 
I encountered many difficulties in the endeavour to 
find a boat, but I .was told that it would be unsafe, my 
mfprmant accompanying hia advice by the significant 
gesture of drawing his hand aer<^ 14s ihxm^ tp sigjoify 
t}xe> pmbabk resttlt, A baiid of W'^^^A ipldii^ left 
jmt at tMs titne itsr % tewit feliier down pii iliie ooast, 
to et«tt|)el by foree of arms the paymmt of the req^uired 
tribute. 

Though the $tii]p ^ 3^ad near the sea is hot and 
barren, the country in the interior, as it is sefe aitt<>j:|g§t 
high mounteiits (just ijiseernible through the haze from 
the eoast), is very rich and fruitful, aiiswedii^ Itjlly to 
its title of Arabk FeHx. I could easily credit what I 
was told of this from the Tariet|? of irtut& whidbi I mw in 
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the market-place of Hodeida, including, amongst others, 
dates, bananas, figs, melons, lemons, pears, apples, 
peaches, and grapes. Grain also appears to be abun- 
dant, and is exported. 

One source of amusement while seated in the cafes 
of Hodeda was the daily sale by auction of yarious 
articles, principally of clothing, which here takes place. 
A man with the article for sale in his hand walks the 
whole round of the bazaar, shouting out at the top of 
his Yoice, Ala hah Allah, ala hah el-Jcereem ! "At the 
gate of God, at the gate of the Almighty ! " This ex- 
pressioUi ^Mok is only one of many, is, 1 supp^ge^^ 
intended to mean that he lays the article in questiaii 
ikiB gala of God (Hea^?m), %& be i&km u^ by W 
who vdl% m itt Qt fihe ABa%li%v gtfa it Ms 

price for it B tmf ilao Ite litgnlM 4o .mgji% a 
pendanae upon the good Bcovi^eaee of God in ^ fte 
eoncems of lifa As lie goes on he slieffiite oul lite Imt 
hid^ addmg on each extm amount as it is ^Ifeied* Thk 
is a great break to the monoimf of tii© smoie and 
eofifee routine; aad is the oecasion of ilecpeut sallies of 
wit on the part of iteAtafes !Pij^/l0th of fthom 
mixm0^ mi3i a keen sease of the ijISloi^^^^ 

At aoon the pangs of hunger indttoe m effott to 
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hmm &bo# a piastre, jow wamt-s may be 

supplied. I imXj went to the publie Mte^betii of m cM 
blaek, a BaMv© 0f Berber on llie If ife, wbo b&d IseeA in 
tlie service of ibrallim Pasha in Syria and Asia Minor, 
and had at last reached tliis out-of-the-way place. He 
was an intelligent old fellow, and would sometimes 
bring my knowledge to bear in backing him out in an 
argument on geography with some obtuse native. He 
was delighted to hear that I had been in Bellad 
Soudan. The interval between dinner and supper is 
again occupied with coffee and pipe and a nap, and 
that between supper and bed-time by coffee and pipe 
again. I always slept in the front of some of the cafes ; 
andj on .geltisg up m tiae jnoniiBg, sought at once the 
consolation of my cQj^te ^ipe* One might have 
thought that, before a WfiB over, I should have 

got quite tired of this nfe&ij#t6a?to femd of lif^^ but 
jeaUy it w-as quite otkeifwfeej I could have kept at it 
for months* iaim^ I40»*t ^e what else a person can 
do in smob; a climate; and I am sure I saw none wlio 
did anytiirii^ else. 

At length I suc^^eded m finding a boat to proceed ; 
and, aeeompanied by Yonsef and Ms wife, who had also 
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taken a passage in tlie same vessel, Avent on board. 
Although informed that we should sail the same day, 
two or three days elapsed before we really left. We 
had a favourable north wind, and in a day and a half 
we reached Mocha. As our Nakhuda was a native of 
this place, he remained here a couple more days to 
see his family, and I had, therefore, an opportunity of 
looking over the town. I called a boat, and landed on 
the stone pier which runs out from the centre of the 
m;ja0^ bay m which Mocha is situate4. A few Arab 
Tessels wete moored alongside. The aspect of the town 
from the sea is very dull ; and this impregsion is not 
takew off wlie% on entering throngh the gate of the 
ciialpin>^ns% jm pa^ into place itseE Wl h^li 
iSm li^nffes w linjnljifci^*^ md. m ^ very ^ife^iiiled 
con^i<% wlate the streets a*a ilmmt #ypty^ .Sttrming 
a Marked contrast with the bnstllsg irppeajanee of 
Hodeida* I went into the bazaar to make a few pot- 
chases, and tasted on the spot the renowned Moeha 
e<Mmp fer wimt I had to pay twict m im^ m ^fee- 
wbere. Mmt^ Modxa mBm % I ^feeliaro^ ship|md a;t 
Hod^fe; prdbi3% Tfei ja 'wmf '»mM ^c*tfaa d §m 
^eofifee which tmxiS^ w mdm that mim& m ^nine* 
A getrtleMaa mm bronghl mm& f anyjies of 
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reeeiTed it as sucli^ and on his mnrdl' in these parts 
showed them to m mtenme coflfee m^idtoaM «t Jjida, 
wishing his opimoii m to their genuimeiiess. This 
person, Sittm a slight examinatioii^ at once prcmonnced 
them to be ike i^^d^ct^^ oj^ at leas% 

not to he Hocha. As great quantities of Abyssinian 
m§m 0^ wpc>rtei $t0m M$mt>w«k Bon^^^n^ md 
in jDoicimon isifli the Arabian mMm pass throngh^ Bwz 
and Alexandria, tibe imposition is rendered fnfte^gt^; 
especially with peipgons who cotild not tell the diWmW& 
iiim& tl^' gaw "^m two together, as is do^WiBSs tim 
mm wlii m^§% d^leiji # jaj&e. 

addition to the ba^^ar there is ala> m ^penrftir 
market outside the gates Of the town : unforttinately> I 
was seduced into spending so much time here, that on 
my return I found the gates shut. The situation was 
rather awkward, as I 'was laden with a basket of pro- 
visions, with which I was about to return to the boat. 
I knew, however, that they would not sail before the 
morrow, so I was all right as far as that was concerned ; 
but where should I stay the night ? that was the ques- 
tion. I thought of my having slept in the cafes at 
Hodeida^ and so resolved to try the same plan here. 



238 ABYSSINIA, 

I aceordl&giy wiat #1^ lai ^ of hmji^ at tlie 
nearest eafe I could fimdy and sat down to dmuk it ito 
lM?ea^ irtsd lj?«it i^ieli I k^. bm^. TlM h^^ 
m I iiara ^Sd^ ^ ^ dee<»€i<»i of t5?^i^4eafc 
leai?^ mm ftoeed it #maflll "mth n, mtmrn 

necdcj wM^i. m ffllad wiii walii^ aird is plaead is 

of % elataMl It^- After liaying been allowed to 
feoil imi&j it is brought to yon witb a couple of 

Small basms, or cups, into wMeh you pour it as re- 
quired. It has a peculiar taste, something between 
that of tea and coffee ; but is very refreshing. 

I now made bold to ask the proprietor of the cafe for 
permission to sleep there that night. He informed me 
that he did not live on the premises, but every night 
locked the place up and went home. He told me, 
however, that a quarter of a mile off there was another 
small door by which I might be able to re-enter the 
town. So, I trudged off in the direction pointed out, 
skirting the wall-gide, ajoid looking sharp out in the 
darkness tp dkOO^@r some traces of the door. Before 
long a man aomiog up asked who I was and what I 
was doing tJotam i aad (m my fep ly he said the door was 
dcp^ It seemed m^^^ feal X #io%W to sleep 
where I was> tod I proeeeded to look o%it for a conve^^ 
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nieiit spot for that whm I mm # som^ fifcart 

iistoitiee ^ mm bearing a lantera. I^^toig my Ivay xxp 
to tMs: MhWf I saw bim, 4& mj deli^t^ pm tlserough 
iiie wtf door I had be^a ^Mijg* I tm up aa«i agfe#d 
the Turkish seiitrf to be admitted^ ex|jlaioGiE^ my tar- 
cumstaBCes and saying, that them was a TurH& c^l 
in the town where I thought I mi^i sleep. He at 
once let me pass> ^ked the man with the lantern 
to show me &e w^jr iiij^'Sigh tlie ijtfejioate streels tio the 
eafi^ in question. Though it was not yet xdtie o'clock, 
all iiad r^ied^ to jp^, mi fte ito^ets were deserted,; 
wiiJi :®E<j^tion of ^mi© stray deg prowling aJjo# hit 
refnie, who wsuM bju^fc at ui feiously as we wput by. 
At length we «mved neaip the cjafd, and, reoolfecting 
tlie ioeality, 1 thanked my guide, assuring him he need 
not ;0ome any farther* I tjund m empty angareh m 
fnomt of the caf^ aiid tay me down, hanging my basket 
of provisions near my head. I had not been here very 
long, however, before a man came up, demanding — 
''Min hatha?" "Who is this?" Though I was per- 
fectly awake, I did not wish to be bothered with having 
to reply to the question, so I took no notice of him, 
feigning to be asleep. After repeating his question 
vainly, he at length walked off. I recomposed myself 



240 



ABYSSINIA. 



and was dozing nicely, wlien I botli Heard and felt 
sometiimg iaoi?ing nl mj iloirly oj^nSi^ 

ey4 I |mKee4ve<i a tege Bttiteif a i^^ey tiff %he 
contents of mj baskei^ to wllieli it liad been di^wn by 
tlte mmM pi ho.UUm's meat. Gently tnming tmmd^ J 
let fly at it mtb my fist, Ibtit mis^4 i^" tfc^ «na34al mm 
too sharp for me. I look lN«k$t aad ernden* 
VionfM t0 W a jeonirenjetit fifiiee; for it, wbers t^^e 
mm^m (for sSTer^ Iiad now appeift.red) might not be 
able to get at it. I would have made a pillow of it, 
only it contained eggs amongst other things, and these 
I was afraid of squashing. I, therefore, managed by 
throwing my arms round it, and hugging it like a baby, 
to keep it out of the cats' clutches; though these 
thieves and beggars had sometimes the audacity to 
walk over me in order to get at it. When daybreak 
awoke me I found myseK stiU cuddling my precious 
charge. 

After coffee and a cigarette, which formed my break- 
fast, I went on board again, but we did not leave till 
the day after. Scudding before a favourable wind, in 
fowr horns w ipaased the stesits of Bab ^"Mandeb (Gate 
of ^!e^)> hairing Ifee M&mi of l^mm m otir 
right. Though the place does not belong to us &ithet 
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by purdbiase or cesdonj we are jiiiff#ie<i to oecnpy it, 
and it has an En^iiti ^rrisotii It is perfeetij terreo^ 
and lias to be supplied pitnrisions from Aden» We 
were now in tlie Indian Ocean>aad eatp«9Eiended# lieit^y 
swell, wMcIj. if always the jease bsre, probably ocieasi(>ni^ 
by such a tasfe quantity of walet lit high tide having to 
pass through so narrow % «ttait» As the wind was high 
as well, though in oUr favour, our IN'akhuda began to 
be rather timid, and ordered the sails to be reefed. The 
consequence was, that we were knocking about off the 
Arabian coast the whole of the succeeding night, whereas 
otherwise we might have reached Aden the same even- 
ing. The next morning the wind had abated a little, 
and so we made bold to set the sails again, and arrived 
off Aden at four in the afternoon ; but, the wind blowing 
from the land, we were unable to enter the port. Con- 
sequently we were doomed to spend another night on 
the deep, but in the morning the wind had veered into 
the south-west, and in a couple of hours we reached the 
entrance of the western bay of Aden. How^e^ttwas 
my delight when I saw the Union Jaek flying over 
Sterner J?oint, a»d- in the ni^t bungaiows of the ISngHsh 
f gsi^ients, or some ImUt m th%, saw the evident traces 
of civilisation, and those of my own beloved land I 

8 
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THE ABYSSINIAN CAPTIVES QUESTION. 

Aftek the complete and able statement of tlie Abys- 
sinian question in Dr, Beke's recent work, it would be 
superfluous on my part to enter again into the details 
of the matter. I shall here content myself with a brief 
recapitulation of the unhappy events which have led to 
the present painful complication, adding thereto a few 
remarks of my own on the differences between King 
Theodore and our Government, on the chances of a 
settlement, and on the probable bearing of such a 
settlement upoa the future of Abyssinia. 

^owm hm tPlieodore By th© force of his gmim (oMji 
notwithstimding recent events it wetdd be wm im deny 
him the posseisitm of remarkable geniu^i had sue- 
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ceeded in raising himself from the position of a private 
soldier to the highest dignity in the state, and in re- 
uniting under his sway the scattered provinces of the 
empire. I have also shown how, antecedent to the 
undertaking of his scheme of conquest, whose immediate 
object was the rescue of the outly ng provinces, now in 
the power of Egypt (the sea-board, Bogos, Gellabat, &c., 
over which territory he had a perfectly just right), he 
first sought to obtain the recognition, by the nations of 
Europe,, of his title to the throne of Abyssinia. From the 
letter 0mi on pp. 155-6, it will be seen that he did 
require more thaa this, and that though he there attemj^^ 
to justify hi$ pirpose of making mt tm the Turfes^ mmk 
yfm Bc^ %B Wife ol^^ wi Mt l^fe^ bp|.^bal he ^fl^ 
sofo^i to ^soertMn the mlBopttegs of li^a^is^^ m Ib a 
miB#ar Mim: he wished to hihm thai <i Wtmi^ to 
reeejTe md guwaiiteg lie safe passage thrwgli^^ 
of the ambassadors which he proposed to send. It was 
an iinimpeaehable letter^ mi- it ^<|ttired and deseryed 
a answer* That ISfceodt^^ did not doubt of its 

favourable reeeption is evid'eac^d by tiie i&ot of Ms 
Imiiiedlately giving <^d^j| lor tHe preparation of thi^ 
preseni^ -wHeh lie intmcled sliOiiM i^company his m- 
hassy, 1^ mth afecJ t%B mm m %liit?h Captain 
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Came^^ wp^eBmMh% m^M&i. the Hiattetv is 
pr^^ Mm' if titm^ «fter $eeit% Mb ^ 
th© kiBg^ eo^t* liiei*© aiwaii Iha iffiiwer stti^ to l^iM 
Mij^^ in Teadiiji^ flii^ lidaHi m% allowing him to 
retain his post) to aeeompany Tli6o4Qr©-s ^tctfeasSj to 
England. In orte to ma^e pro^moa agamft any pos- 
siMe delay in its transmission to Mm oti arrfval lat M^s- 
sowah, he left at that port Mr. Kerens, his secretary, 
and Mertcha, dragoman to the consulate, with orders to 
bring it up immediately they received it ; and, as has 
been seen, when I left Massowah these two were, as it 
were, momentarily listening for the salute of the Vic- 
toria " gunboat, which was to bring it from Aden. Poor 
Kerens ! He anticipated with great pleasure his visit 
to the court of King Theodore, and showed me some 
fire-arms and a handsome carpet, representing Jules 
Gerard, the African lion-hunter, which intended as 
presents to the monarch. Could he have anticipated 
the reception he and his presents would receive, he 
would have looked forward to his interview with very 

M«^kik5miim4^^^^ df tlia Mng*s letter, the longed- 
for despatehes arrived, and with ready haste .Eerens 



and Mertcha proceeded to rejoin Captain Cameron at 
Gondar. Our consul, who, on account of a journey 
through the Egyptian provinces on the north, had 
rather forfeited his favour with the king, thought that 
now all would be made right. It was, no doubt, with 
joyful anticipation that Captain Cameron opened the 
long-expected despatches ; but what was his amazement 
when, instead of a letter expressing the Queen s willing- 
ness to receive Theodore's embassy, he only received 
one addressed to himself, containing an unjust reproof 
for meddling in Abyssinian affairs, and a peremptory 
order to go to his post at Massowah. 

The king's letter had absolutely not been deemed 
worthy of notice by the English minister. The consurs 
position was thus rendered axtrejnaly j^iwful, Bj^ting 
a^p la tjbLjs imtructioM of our own Government in makttig, 
1^ j&mm^ im Mm^^ m& €r©llaba% lie had djigileased 
tlx© tejgj affil %f hm j^mmf Bego% M &m>timtB 
%hi$ pi Ifeii^ Jfe ^Sk^mmd Sis ^mn 
GovernBiient ; aad mw Ixe had to the monarcli with 
the intalligaioe of Ms letter hmtig |gipted» whidh -of 
cotirse was ecjuivalaiit to otir having reiused to entertain 
his embassy. The restdt was as might have hem ex- 
pected from ati offendpS Ibw^barian p0tfc& The king 
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took the reprisals wlifeh^^im M^fsosiiJoii, lay open to Mm, 
lie seized the |)eri©iis of all the British sal^ei^te in his 
dominions, the consul included, with the intimation as 
shewn iu Captain Cameron's flmt letter hmne, that th^e 
would fee ^^m wtmm uatE a civil answer to the Mtig's 

li Hm tm^mi ^ tkpl^yonr -^mti^ m& to 

m)0^&t^^ liai toa ie#toe3 m Bimding on princes and 
as it ite m idin^ a great deal of the 

bloodshed wliicli liafe deluged the world might have 
been spared : at least this perilous and costly war upon 
which we are now about to enter, might possibly have 
been averted : but it is a tradition with our Foreign 
OflBce to maintain an alliance with the Turks, and 
Theodore is the enemy of the Turks, so Mr. Layard, 
who has a great friendship for the Turks, must be 
accused of having for once cast aside his sagacity and 
prudence ; and it has, we know, always been difficult 
for Earl Eussell to reti^ace a step, or even indicate an 

^ It will b0 Mmn &at I tee liot tittei^ a€ ill Mta Ste^s. BfM% 
for I am here principally tracing the origin of the king's quarrel with 
our Government, with which Stern's original ill-treatment had 
nothing to do. I Mi^e he wmWi ll^^i^^^ lijug since 

had he not afterwards, as a British stil>j€efc, be^ doctoed to share 
the fate of the rest. 
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ttat confesses to a fsls^ mew^n Tlie fact wa$^ 
tbat fiito^i«e% ^^teji^e^ }m power and Ms aims, wm& 
M mmpv^hmxi^^ mihm })ji^tl Ettssell or Mr. Layard 
—to suppose is Btit Just to tte lalte^ Iprtpigffi 
K^d Majesty subsequently hem a^idsed to soften 
mkid ti lite icfeleiwi % tlm ol)tte^ Hiougli perhaps 
irregular expedient^ of Aas^SJ^iilg Theodore^ Xelfeic Wife 
hm own royal hand, tite Htindtr aa^lil hmB te- 
deemed hj an expression of the Que'etfS; wllliiign^S to 
receive both embassy and presents, and the deputing 
of Consul Cameron to conduct the same to England. 
Our Government decided that her Majesty ought not 
to be advised to write to the King of Abyssinia. In 
that decision they assumed a terrible responsibility. 
When public opinion and the voice of Parliament had 
for some time persisted in urging a contrary course, 
Earl Eussell consented to re-open a correspondence with 
Theodore. But even after this resolution had been 
framed? the letter which her Majesty was requested to 
write was not a reply to the king's, for the main subject 
of Theodore's epistle — ike question of our rei^mving his 
mmhassadors — does not appear to have been mMU<ii M$ 
maitioned. Presuming that Earl Russell meiffitt M acl 
seriously, he was guilty of a great mistake, for had we 
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fleckrecl lliat we were ready to reeei^e the amMgsadbfs 
of the King of Abyssinia, Theodora wouM probably 
have sent them forthwith, even if he had retained (as 
he has done) our own ; and we should by that means 
at least have had some guarantee for the safety of our 
countrymen ; whereas now we have none. 

However, as it had been resolved to write to Theodore, 
the next consideration was. Who should be the bearer of 
these despatches? There were many applications for 
the delicate, afiid, as it has turned out to be since, dan- 
gerous post, amongst others one by the writer of these 
pages, who having just returned from the countryj,,and 
having been well received by the king, was prapai!^ 
to take the xitk, whatever it might be, which appeared 
to attack to the a^^ioJi. P#riiffips the most likely 
peison of flill wm Major I^jbwfea>. csoiisfla to to l»te 
seawl? tlie Mag^s Mgoii Imp the h%h itesfi^t: Kieodore 
ever feorfe to tip latter, would hm^ iiltejost (feertamly 
ensured a favourable reqep^ioii to m officer beariag the 
same name and claiming elose jc^ittionsMp the 
deceased friend of the Hng. Pr. Beke also had a very 
great claim upon ike attention of the Grovenitment; 
Ms knowledge of the country, its languages, manners 
m& custom^ •j^yMmlf fittai him for the task. AU, 
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However^ had to giya way to Mr* Bassam^ tht Nasiistaiit 
to the Political Besidaixt of Ad^^a 0&M^mm who^ 
though the wisdom of his appoitttmaat Iras much called 
in qixestioa at the tiffi% hm SMJC©^ in his traugactioBf 
with Theodori^^ ght^weti m ^otiwt of f«tid#ifi6 aud taet 
whi^ m my opinion, no other could have surpa^sei/lf 
eqnalledj^ him in. Owing, howev©*, fe diJ^ys <rf mm 
Idiid m tfflo^i^ tofe^tisiftMa bolfh in Mt^ Bsi^yai md 
t^mm mtmtm^f mt ^% Janus^ mm 
than two years after our countrymen's first imprison- 
ment, that he arrived in the king's cam . 

The report Mr. Eassam has given of his reception by 
Theodore is rather a strange document, and appears to 
have been written under a probability of its being inter- 
cepted and read by the king. He was received with all 
the state due to an envoy of her Majesty, greeted with 
almost regal honours, and overwhelmed with presents, 
including amongst the rest a sum of 15,000 dollars, to 
be spent in any manner he wished, except in a way 
displeasing to God." His daily wants and necessities^ 
with those of his retintt^^ w^e supplied in a most 
tuous mannerjr sometimes reaching as niuch as one 
thoijMB;d loaves of hread, two cows, twenty fowls, five 
hundred eggs^ ten jars of milk^ ten of honey, &c. In* 
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dee€^i&«Awa8 ihe apparent MeudKness of Ms recep- 
tion at the hm^ of tke feing;^ that be Mmself saya ; 
^^Everifoiae^ thetefore^ whether Ettropean or Ah'^mmim^ 
aifflftix^cl tital tip 8<3^pp^ga emM l>© more atf^i#re and: 
gcac^ns to the representati? e (i & iireipi ^mmmm^ 

WMh repi€ to the olijecl of Ms mission, Bassam 
relates after the king had thrown all the blaine 

oti the missionarres and Captain Cameron for having by 
their conduct caused the breach between him and the 
British Government [?], he was pleased to release the 
captives in consideration of the new friendship Mr. 
Kassam had succeeded in establishing between hira and 
our Queen.'' 

In accordance with this decision an order was sent 
forward to Magdala for the chains of the prisoners to be 
knocked off, and for the whole of them to be brought to 
Gorata, on Lake Tsana, where Mr. Eassam was to take 
up his quarters till their arrival. When this took place 
Mr. Eassam says that the king wished to see the re- 
leased prisoners for the purpose of getting them tO 
acknowledge the justice of the punishment which they 
had received, but that, fearing sometMng m%ht awse 
to irritate the emperor, Mr* Eassam begged him to dis- 
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p$mm mtli iMr preseiice. Thm ilm IfeiJ^ agreed t% 
smi hm thai Im was prepai?^ % lillow flte mai^at 

of B^Mtit, mid ft tmtaB^e of Im c^h Itt 
cGutt the captives, says Mr/Ba^ssaffi/doiifesged tliait they 
had done wrong, and begged his Majesty to forgive them,- 
whereupaa !PM^Oi*0 rajitomd to tJiein his favour. 

Mf. 'Rassam's report concludes by saying " that the 
emperor then ordered the translation of her Majesty's 
letter, and his answer thereto, to be read publicly by 
the chief scribe. Then all heard what had been written 
in his letter." Mr. Eassam proceeds to quote some pas- 
sages from the same, but as I think the document is 
very interesting as proving the king's intentions at the 
time, it may be as well to give it here in full : 

In the name of the Father^ of the Son, and of the 
Holy Ghost, 02x0 God. Amen. 

"From th$ servant of Our Lord, and His created 
being, the son of David, the son of Solomon,, the Kin 
of Kings (of Ethiopia^), Xtodoras, 

md .^feirified aiwv® all priitees and peoples, and mde 
the Defbnder of the Ohristiaii Faith, and the succour of 
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the poor and iffppjRi»j3^ '^etoii% Qtieen of the Ilmted 

*^ H^d the illustrious Hormuzd Eas^tm, whom your 
M^egfcf hm mentioaed to us fmm MN?* n&% 1mm 
sent to us about tht Mtatfe&j? of Oaaaefoii oMm^ b# 

graeiously by us. Wb mm Bmi Eatmmd Bds- 
sam, Cameron and all the other Europeans alout whom 
your Majesty has written. Your Majesty can learn from 
those who fear the Lord the ill-treatment and abuse 
which we have received at the hands of the above-men- 
tioned Europeans, and the Copt, who called himself 
Metropolitan, the Aboona Salama. 

In my humble position I am not worthy to address 
your Majesty, but illustrious princes and the deep ocean 
can bear everything. I, being an ignorant EthiopiQrB^ 
hope that your Majesty will overlook my shortcomings 
and pardon my faults. The people whom we have im- 
prisoned for their reviling and defaming us did so 
because the Gallas had proved victorious over the royal 
cltilteix 0f Israel and had humbled them ; but Qod has 
einpowered the mn of 4m ii tlm l^^^ woa^ of 
Xm^^X to ve^mi that wMch had been last by my fore- 
fethers. 
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^BoiMe^ yoWE Majesty hm t&^nt how ignoraiffc and 
Mittcl ifo people <)f Elll^^ m^i "s^fi^^m I beg of 
your Majesty mi to tafe© ^taiss fee isifetel^ I laay 
itt^t m Mf coiarespondeace mih yoii* Coun^&I m©^ 
but do not blfttiti^e me, 0 Queen, whose majesty God hm 
glorified, and to whom he; ImM ^^©ii abuftdftuce of 
wisdom. 

Dated the 22nd day of January, 1858" (corre- 
sponding to the 29th of January, 1866).* 

Dr. Beke, arguing from what took place so soon after- 
wards, is inclined to look upon this letter as a mere 
mockery, and not as a sincere expression of the king's 
heart, but for my own part I must say I think he meant 
what he said at the time of his saying it. Indeed I can 
lnotl^ine no conceivable objeet in the kind treatment 
^^en by the king to mm ^nvoy, if it was not that he 
was really desirOiiB of re-establishing a good feeling 
between tht government of Great Britain and himself. 
Im ardditioji to thi# letter^ Ms good mt^ntions appear 
ako to be testiied by tie te: <3f Ms gmng orders both 
to hU Mtimfem wtJrkmeja ^ Us^^ hm Mmmhn 
silversmith^ for the pteparatioii of mme rich jpreseuts 

* Al^^teE Kue Book, Mff^ 
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intended for our Queen, Snmly &m was not all 
mockery too ? 

I am inclined, therefore, to think that all wottld have 
mded satidaetorily had it not been for the devilish 
maehinatioiit o£ B^tm ^mom in tiie king's eourl^ "wim 
afterwards infnsed into his mm^^& Bm]^m» Ihai^ wioen 
our ecmnfeyna^ had safely reaped the frontiei^ the 
BritfehSof ernment tHini Tb© rev^ii^d on him for 
th^ir pre^^fe^ jtt^rea?^^ Tkn persons who were at 
the root of all this misehief wme two principally, Aito 
Samuel^ the emper©rr% gfewaf d/- a uatireo^ to eonEtky, 
then mndh in fevottr with his Majesty, and of whom I 
shall have to speak afterwards ; and M, Bardel, a French- 
man, who had entered Abyssinia in the service of Cap- 
tain Cameron, but had afterwards quarrelled with him. 
M. Bardel, as I have previously remarked (p. 155), was 
the bearer of the king's letter to Napoleon, and also had 
brought back Napoleon's reply; since which time he 
has used all manner of intrigues to prejudice the king's 
mind against English and Protestants, and in favour of 
the French and Jesuits. He has been in regular cor- 
respondence all along with Padre Delmonte, an intrigu* 
ing Jesuit at Massowah, who has been known to furnish 
him with Epglish documents^ Government d^patehes, 
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and Bew^apers^ wMeh Barid lias tramlaiied to ike 
Mugf. B m mmkj to ha lioped that tMs Tile wmt^hi 
who 1ms tktm i^Ji^y^d with the lives of om eoantrymm, 
aT^b3i%^h© fep^if^ht t& mmB MM of Jaslfe^ ot 
at least that Ms. eofi4Bet im^ lie held up t^ piilie 
exi^atioB* 

2!h# xmM of liie plotting of #i©se Wo mMgm&m ms 
tMi the king was d^toiitti^ t©^i»^ii a guarast#| lor 
■0m' feture good toniKrds him|: a^^^^rf^ 

idea he hit upoa m Mimme iiiMdh he thottght wotild 
answer his purpose, uti 'the strength of a passage in 
the Queen's letter (a mistranslation, it has been said), 
whereby her Majesty was represented as saying that 
everything the king wished Mr. Eassam would do for 
him, he expressed his desire to have a number of 
English artisans who would instruct his people in the 
manufacture of cannon, muskets, &c. He therefore 
proposed that the released prisoners should be sent on 
their way, and on their arrival in England arrangements 
should be made for the despatch of these artizans to 
Abyssinia, Mr- Rassam remaining in the meanwhile as 
a hostage, or, as the king put it, to " consult further on 
the extension of their friendship*" ^i'- Eassam natu- 
rally objectsd to the proposition, on the groun'l that 
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stich a course would not he consisteat witH the instmc- 
taons he had received from our Grovernmi^t. The 
refusal uo douht tended to increase the Hng's suspi- 
ciouj hut he concealed his lltoughts, a^d iffl ti^a^d 
Mr. Bassam "weB, mtil the ^bi^ came when the 
goners were to hare d^rt®2. It was Ihe ISth of 
April. On thal,%y U wsM aKiBaag^d '{4ial 1^. I^g^m 
and party shouM ettm oret from 0o^*a, on Ihe easl^ 
side of laJbi Tsana, where they had ton j^diiig, to 
Zagye, on the western ^hore, where the ting held hiS 
camp, to take leave of his Majesty before their de- 
parture. In the meanwhile the released prisoners were 
to proceed on their way to the frontier, to be afterwards 
rejoined on the road by Mr. Eassam. The arrangement 
appears to have been agreed to by Theodore himself, 
though he afterwards made out that he wished Mr. 
Eassam to bring them to him to be personally recon- 
ciled before leaving. However this may have been, 
it is evident that he had come to the determina- 
tion not to let them depart just thein*. No sooner had 
Mr. Eassam and the other members of the mission 
arrived at the king's camp than they were immediately 
arrested, and the poor captives, on reaching a village 
some two hours' journey from Gorata, shared the same 
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fai^ feejDg tiiei^ sefeed by Dejage Tt^at, a governor 

tbfe Mi^T??iQg efelj Ba^e imn angry with our 
fri(^ds 'and witli Eil^^S trbo say, ' We go to 
dtit country, and are not yet reeoHciled.' Until we 
consult what we are going to do, take hold of them, but 
do not mafee tWia uuecinltttfteble mi afraM, and do 
not hurt them." 

From the expression here used, it would appear that 
the king then had really not made up his mind what he 
would do, and it has been said that a day or two after, 
when he had once more been reconciled to them, he 
further pledged his word that he would instantly grant 
the captives their freedom if Mr. Eassam would consent 
to stay behind. This gentleman, however, although 
Dr. Blane offered to stay with him, still would not 
submit to this arrangement, and the consequence was 
tjbiey were all detained. It is just to remark that they 
Irer© ta'eated with every kindness and attention. 

Abtwit this tip© m. incident took j^la^e which gives 
* ttmug© ^iBlaBc© of Wax^ ^hdotoe^ ohaa^^i?* If 
Dr. B€ke wmU oj% ^f© th© king m<0i fot a We 
uxor© sinc©ril^, it mgM fom a eoiidu^^# rotation 
of many unjust charges that have lately been made 
•I 
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against himself, proving the good effect his mission, 
had it been fully carried out, would probably have pro- 
duced. I give it in the words of Mr. Flad : 

" In the morning on the 17th [April] we were called 
to the tent of Mr. Eassam. Soon after we arrived there 
the king sent a message to Mr. Eassam that our chains 
should be opened. After about an hour, which we spent 
in the tent of Mr. Eassam, the three English gentlemen 
received from his Majesty an invitation to an audifHiC^* 
We (the released prisoners) were also ordered to appear. 
As soon as we (the prisoners) had approached near his 
Majesty and received his salutation, we fell down to the- 
ground, asMng his Majgstjr fa forgive stnd Uk fm^dm t*s^ 
W©^ were; oirfbie^ to get ne^ &mm nmim^ We 
h$& lb® 1k«i0ii* to i^lm & seacfe on % ca^et* The Mag 
brought fof ]^ the jfeiition of t|i0 j?eMo^oC tte jSag* 
lis^ pmmm$f wluch had been seiit Magsowah %y 
Dr. Be^e. Captam Oaiaeroii mm asked to y^d it» 
After that the king said: Mt is the devil who made 
me angry with you, and who tempted me to destrc^ to 
Mendly feelings msft^ dnee the late IMfe Bowden 
between myself and B3Q§laiid. Wxmn Mf lehildhdod I 
like the Europeans, especially the Engl^h, siM firod 
knows th«t morniag tiU ovening I had m other 



desire than to get in alliance with the English nation. 
It is true that by the power of God I will fight the 
Turks, but there never arose a thought in my mind to 
fight the English. What I wish is that they shall love 
me and be my friends. Mr. Stern/ said he, * you are quite 
innocent ; it is not you who abused me — it is that Copt, 
who calls himself a monk and a bishop. He made me 
angry with you, and he abused me. And Mr. Flad, God 
knows I never had any bad feelings against him. He 
never committed anything which could make me angry 
with him. And Mr. Eassam, you are the best man I ever 
saw in my life, and you did nothing which could make roe 
angry with you. The other day, it is true, my suEpidle^ 
arose, but it was the devil, and now we will make -pem&f 
fargetting everything past, and by actions of love we 
will t&new our friendship^' 3!he king immediately fell 
dixmix t& tl^e i^jroaiii h^iom m We asked that his Ma- 
jesty fe^^we iiS| iNit lt0 So we 

Grod^ Bak% yoa/ aad immediately wekneeM 

Ixe ^swered^ ' Wm I forgive fmJ 

this ceremomy we liad to sit down. Then the king s$id 

that each oi us slionid write a letter to his relations^ 
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f ite titem news thibt Ms Ms§m^g by tEe fower of 
God, and for ^hB MmdBhip sake of the Queen of Eng- 
land had pardoned and released iis^ ^d that we hoped 
to see and meet them socm. AJ^er thm we dis- 
missed/* 

tos0 rnhB m& mm$kmM to $m Iti !I!heodo£^ 

heard so mmh of late, iffie above strange scene ME 
appear almost incredible, or at all events get for him 
the credit of hypocrisy in addition to the other ugly 
features of his character ; but others, who have taken a 
more favourable if not a juster view of Theodore, would 
find in this incident a proof that he is possessed of a 
few good qualities that occasionally crop out, and, though 
they are only the flash of a moment, form a relief to 
the general darkness. Nor are these sudden transitions 
of feeling peculiar to Theodore : they are in a great 
measure common to all Orientals, and such incon- 
sistencies in the character of these people are often a 
matter of perplexity to European travellers, who, rather 
than attempt the difficult task of reconciling them, cut 
the gordian knot by taking a one-sided view of the 
subjeolv and wilfully blinding their eyes to the other* 
Hence, according to the aspect first presented % th^r 
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of til© tm^felteiB tkemsalyes^ we haye the mosi irreeQU- 
0ijaal^-dies0n^^^ ^ #10 mine people, or mm et tiiB 
YBtj mmm Tit© todA^^n Egyptians, for 

h^m&fhmB hem stttdled % iBiitimerable^^t^ 
md wMle the generality of them agree in painting 
them, if not in the blaefc^t hue, at all events in 
" sepia," others, like Lady Duff Grordon, use only the 
pigment called couleur de rose. So with individuals; 
and we have a most remarkable case in point in the 
famous " Samuel, the emperor's (Theodore's) steward," 
Bishop Gobat, in his " Journal of Missionary Work in 
Abyssinia" in 1833, speaks of him as the most sincere 
and likely convert he had made, and no doubt rejoiced 
that in this instance he had some reward for his labour. 
Dr. Krapf, who knew him a few years later, says he 
was an intriguer from his youth ; and Dr. Beke, whose 
servant he was, had pretty much the same opinion, 
Mr. Waldmaier told me he was the greatest xagcal in 
the country, and Mr. Flad warned Mr. Eassam <m 
ieriag eoaiiiry not to trust him, as being a most 
tef etous dMf^m^ Mr. Ster% mka M4 m^m e?|a- 
impm Mm tkm mf ^Sk^y^ tsaHi Mm ^im^0^ 
of hatred, malice, and cunming/* ^^a hypocrite,*' ^^ a 
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messenger of evil/* a smootli, flattering knave,*" &c. ; 
mM f&k as if obliged to aaother testimony^ lie 
tdMm mMm^ mm^i to tkow that lie was 

imsiMmMf wilei ly a Mgfaei* ^km d fmB^ Se 
limtfewis hm m m^ imU^m M i^?ott^ied down near 
Captaitt (^ffi^pon mi with ^ nteiost aseiduity tended 
Ms wonnds,** 0» anotlier oei^sion, speaking of Mf own 
sufferings, can^d in a great measjim by Samnd Mm- 
self, lie says, As I eotdd ndt tnovej^ S^mtiel, with great 
tenderness y held the cup to my fevered lips." 

Again, notwithstanding that it was well known that 
he had been the root of nearly all the evil which has 
happened to our countrymen during their long im- 
prisonment, acting as the king's spy at the same time 
that he received bribes from the prisoners to act in 
their interests, Mr. Kassam in the face of this knowledge 
tells us that Samuel "seemed really desirous of pro- 
moting a friendly feeling between England and Abys- 
sinia/' To add to all, and make the paradox perfect, 
the prisoners themselves, in the latest letters received 
from them, actually speak of the many good services 
he has rendered them during their imprisonment, ad- 
iladng SBiih as a guarantee of his sincerity, Mr. Kassam 
says, Samuel has lost the greater part of the royal 
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tmom^ beoanse it lias hem ptmmd that lie fairouTed the 
^Ea0,mK The het is, &em m m Mm in tibe country 
i?lm is 1^ M^M. to i& li^i^ m tta s Samiiel; and 
feeamB© he hag heeii tieyittg he conld to benefit his 
mj&l master hf ^^^M^ lma. to be m good tOT^i idibi 
&fe li disfemMic -Soiae trf the relestsed pdsoners 
iBed t€> thmk tW Jhe ms implicated m iieir fomer 
tf ials^ Koirwia: tl#ia«f^l^ his hionest, friendly 

li^Oafe^ toaj^S R!i^yh Jbas been pt&f^ to ice 
beyond donbt* That he anything but imfriendly 
towards us, though he considers himself bound to love 
and obey his sovereign, I have lately been able to prove 
to both Cameron and Stern." 

" These two gentlemen," adds Colonel Merewether, 
^' have written to me that they are quite convinced of 
Samuel's probity now, and Dr. Blanc says the same." * 

I might adduce other instances of similar characters 
I have known, all of which would go to prove that 
amongst Orientals one finds the most strange com- 
pounds. But none which might be adduced would 
compare with King Theodore Hwself, in whom the prin- 
ciples of good and evil are so mysteriously mixed that 

^ Ftother GofmpdiidenGe relstiBg to Biitisb: Captives in AbjB- 
mm, 1867/' m 
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he ii4%kil»e a devil and m ^Ufel in one person. The 
barbarous cruelties and reci:less bloodsheddings wbieb 
h^m l&t&tf ebaracterised Ms teigii, would certainly 
#i^tle Wm # |lac^ among tbe Bfeods, tbe Neros, or 
Ib^ Borgias, and giye him a just fatle to be mentioned 
in the: mm^ htm^ tiatb 4 Kin^ ci Dahomey ; but, on 
&0 o&figp hand, itm Icindness, gi^erosity, the tai* 
demess, gentleness, which at fanitiiis tfefseff h# ha$ 
displayed, would by themselyes dam a nioh© %t hlM 
among the good kings of the earth. But not only in 
the various passions of our nature has he shown this 
fearful contrast : the powers of his mind evince the 
same inconsistencies ; wisdom and childishness, pru- 
dence and recklessness, religion and profanity, are in- 
termingled in the chaos of his intellect. Even pride, 
which is his ruling passion, as it is that of Abyssinians 
in general, sometimes yields to the most profound hu- 
mility, as in a certain manner shown in the words of 
the letter to our Queen before quoted. 

It is related (though it would seem almost incredible) 
that once in the fullness of his pride he said, " I have 
Htade a bargain with God ; He has promised not to de- 
scend on earth to strike me, and I have promised not 
to ascend into heaven to fight with Him." In contrast 
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to this h% hm 0^ ^ t^S^cj^ GMst I am BotMng j 
hf "^xe^p^wer of Gpd^ wk) raised mo up &®Ba fi^il^ 
1 h&m iimm "wlm^ 1 1mm 4^." 

Wo hum iheB0 mM^^A^m»Mp^ §mA #io impulses 
erf good a^wd O'tII y^^h Misk in Mm dp not in any way 
hlmi "^tk ^ m$h otee* Tim ipdlii^ pf 

ths inifld 01^ :to£^<»S 0? teltt seoto to mi in^ 
pmdontly. 1^011; mm i^mmi is exerting itself, all the 
3^ aA*e dormant. H hj^Mm^'&m h3$mm^ i:imt^M 
jfeelings, be they goo4 ^ bad, K^i&t oon^ieration is 
advanced to interfere with their exercise. Hence, for 
the time being, he is a kind of monomaniac, acting at 
one moment like a tiger, the next like a lamb; a devil 
to-day, and a saint to-morrow. 

From these inconsistencies in King Theodore's cha- 
racter, it is not surprising that some persons should look 
upon him as a madman. Earl Kussell, in a communi- 
cation once made by his lordship to Dr. Beke, said that 
he had been led to the conclusion that " Theodore could 
not be in his right mind.'* Perhaps not ; but, in my 
opinion, his is a kind of mania which is very common 
in the East, the only difference between Theodore and 
other Orientals being that in him ita^timed a more 
virulent form. His mind was more powerful than 
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tlwars; ^ni^#B#f, #66 peculiarito iMcli marked 
them were in Mm more marked. But If Jm was 
" touclied" eithm by tke fire of genius op by that of mad- 
ness (it IS An ted to disiiignyi between tbe two), 
so mmebi greater the necessity fm a ^ kee^^f"^ in other 
wor^i, for go^ and wm 0oai^^<a?s, who eotjld ohseek 
his wildnesSj and ^reet Ms ipowerfol energies into ^km 
prope* channel. TkeG^m^hst/^cm formerly ; a faitMsl 
guardian, though Ms fe6rralltr*4)eeom-companion to a 
king, though a subject. But Mm he lost, and in losing 
him lost his throne, his kingdom, himself. He feels it, 
and he has acknowledged it repeatedly. No one came 
forward to take that " keeper's " place, because no one 
was prepared to offer a life's devotion to his " charge 
and so the madman was left to himself, and destroyed 
himself, but, Samson-like, would not die alone. 

The king now reverted to an original project which 
he had of sending Mr. Flad to England, with the object 
of obtaining for him the artisans and machinery he has 
been for the last ten years longing to possess. He 
thought, also, that in the persons the English artisans 
he would have the hostages he required against any re- 
prisals on our part for his previous treateiait of British 
subjects* But he did not wish it to af |^ as if this 
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idm Imd mi^&M m Mms^ kit more as If ii pro- 
ee^$^ If 0m Mir* Mmm he got Itt/Bawia 

write ^m^mmmi W jb^^ 0mm "pemm 

tommM^ sik^^ to Mm im M^^ 

«*ote jbmiself to otir Queen, stating that hm leieaseid 

tile pylsoftexs, and made them ot&t to Mr. Bassam, 
and tliat he hept €ie latter ^ fi)r the gale of consulting 
together upon the extension of our friendship." 

Mr. Flad left the king's court on the 21st of April, 
1866, proceeding thence by way of Matammah and Kas- 
sala to Massowah, where he arrived on the 31st of May. 
Thence he proceeded to Aden, and so on to Suez, Alex- 
andria, and England, arriving here in July. 

The Government of Lord Derby, in a spirit of mode- 
ration which Theodore had certainly no right to expect, 
proceeded at once to assist Mr. Flad in obtaining the 
artisans and machinery the king wished, and he was 
also furnished with another letter from the Queen to 
the Emperor Theodore; her Majesty further granting 
him the honour of an audience, as it was thought that 
the king would be pleased to hear that Mr. Elad bad 
h&Bu thus honoured. But «ltliQwgh the? Goverament 
still adopted a mmmMaikaty cottts% it wm il^Q^kt de- 
sirable thd^t the artisaiffi should mt Im allowed to enitet 
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Abyssima before tbe EuropeoDS there ^d^t#ie^ had 
beea tofe pmt tcf the irontler i her Ifejesty was 
accordingly asked to make this stipulation in her letter 
to the empertw. 

Owing to the necessaiy d*el^y attending the prejpara- 
tion of the machinery intendi^ for &m Mxtgf lEr. Mad 
did not sticceed in leaTing till the 9th of Octob6i$ beil^ 
theai acGomj^^ by-*^i^ai?lisans who hal beai eiii^ag^ 
foi? I3ie kiag's^er^ce, Ixl the meaawJiiiei howeTei^ the 
sad wms teached Bfitglaiid that, some two Bfi<)niais after 
Mad% d^artnfe, the whole «^ ihe prisoners, Kassam 
and Wm party included, had been again consigned to 
chains in the fortress of Magdala. Up to that time 
(June) they had been treated with the greatest kindness, 
and the reason for this strange turn in their fortunes 
was that the king had heard that England was having 
constructed a railroad from Souakim to Kassala, with 
the object of conveying by that means a joint army of 
English and Egyptians for the purpose of attacking his 
territory. He had also heard from Abyssinians at Je- 
rasalem that Mr. Eassam had been sent out on false 
pretences, and that England had no good intentions 
towards him ; and, furthermore, an European (no doubt 
Padre Delmonte, the Jesuit) had written to him from 
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MassowaJij telKng him that " the English Govermnent 
wanted nothing but his utter ruin." 

The sudden return of Br. Beke from Massowah was 
also ifeooght to have K>methifl;g fe> da with Plough ui 
what way is difficult to say, unless Theodore was led to 
believe that he had been. riaeB^ed by ous own Qoveca- 
mm^n There was stiffidtetit, MweJri^, im itoe reports 
to saaabi© Bardel^ the ^fen<teatt» aad gamael^ ^* Ae 
em|)eroj?% gtewarC^ to worfe m;^me»if cm the inkd 
of the king to obta&x the tmM they vr^yed^ the 
disgrace md renewed imj^ilsonmeait of out eotjsttary- 

In the meanwhile Hr» I'lad, continuing his journey, 
arrived on the i29th of October at Massowah, whence he 
despatched, by four different messengers, copies in Am- 
haric and English of her Majesty's letter to Theodore, 
as well as a letter of his own explaining why the artisans 
could not be sent forward before the prisoners were 
released. These letters reached the king about the 
19th of December, and on receipt of them he wrote to 
Mr. Eassam, sending a copy of her Majesty's letter, and 
saying he was about to visit him to consult with him as 
to the mBmex he should send. For some reasons, how- 
ever, he was unable to do this, and a few days after he 
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wrote again to Mr. Eassam, mfm$ that tlie following 
t'ii& mmet h& |k»^8!ed to t^trmi 

** !f brnaerli' llflf land anA jS€b|)|aa were m imxm^i 
frien(Mup, and I i^so, ita^rfeg knowledge -qS ftjsj xtsed, to 
love yoti exceedingly. But* ance then, Hikviag Beard 
that they (the English) have oalnmniated and haled me 
with th<& Tnrks, I said to myself, * €an thm be trne?* 
^d I felt iKjme minting in mf hmH, HoweTer, 
I -fetiil tjbeire h m enmi% helween Ethiopia and the 
Bn^Jfeh, bjtt that thexe is idm^^p We^ do not esteem 
those wlio i^lnmniate md hate th# English, aJid so 
shmfld jm^ fm mx mke, not esteem those who c^nm- 
n^te and hate the people of MlMopia. Balsam 
ftnd his party, whom you sent to me^ I haf e pla©^ iM 
my ho»f#i in my capital at Jffagdala, and t Will Irt^t 
them mHj I ohtala i of yowj- firian^hip.^ * 

tanedrntely aiter this he wrote fartSier to Mr. 
!^tBsam, the following being extracts from his letter : 

"Now, in order to prove the good relationship between 
me and yourself, let it be shown by your writing, and 
getting the skilful artisans and Mr. Flad to come by 

* It must be rememlDered that chains are isat fti ia 

light of a puhishment in Abyssiuia, but as a means to preTent 
escape. 
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way of M&bammah, Thm wll 1)6 ike siga of our ficiend- 
ship. fott hate my enemies and lote my M6in#> 

and I sMI jp^ro^e wattting in. my Mendship towards yon, 
Iwe me to i^f^ (fif my 3ui^}, I malk 

you to 0r thm (ishe skiifHl ««Msim| % sraf of Ifotam- 
maii, in order list tliey may tiisoli me ii^idom and s^ow 
me a? sstim When this is done, I ghaJl make you 
glad, and send f&a. away by the pow^ iof God.'^ 

E'rian this it- will Mmiti mimt Sim iiie king intends 
making of ID?. Bassam, ^iind eerttiMy Ms is not a very 
enviahle poiation* How&rei^, hitherto he has displayed 
the greatest coolness and judgment, and it is to be 
hoped that this may still carry both him and the 
captives through the fiery ordeal which seems before 
them. 

Although the above is the reply Theodore proposed 
to make to the letter of her Majesty of October 4, 1866, 
of which Mr. Flad sent the copies, it is not publicly 
known whether King Theodore really forwarded his re- 
ply to the proper authorities ; but, whether the original 
has been reoeived by our Government or not, the king's 
refusal to comply with the wishes of our Queen, by te^ 
leasing the prisoners, was deemed sufficient to C(mvin<^ 
the Government that further negotiations were useless, 
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BevMm TxWjmimi^ mM.l&^t-yM'^ m ^tii^aleiiti to (ja^ 
tHhe iteomMesicaitte mfiaia^fch^tii #M©fe,itoee Ifom 
tli^ its fepateh from Iffassowalt Wesm fellowed to 
tlie Mug to have our countrymen conveyed to his fron- 
tiers. This term expired on the 17th of August last. 
The Government are therefore now at liberty to take 
forcible measures for the liberation of the Europeans 
so unjustly detained by King Theodore. 

Continuing, however, the narrative of all the un- 
happy events connected with this vexed question, it 
is necessary to say that Mr. Flad was detained at Mas- 
sowah, waiting for permission to enter, till the 6th of 
March of the present year, at which date he left that 
place for Matamm^h, where he arrived on the 29th. 
Here, however, he was further detained, owing to the road 
between that place and Debra Tabor being occupied hj 
rebels of T^u.Qdba^'s party. From this sj«>t, feoTO^er, 
it© wc&lm to Ms li^eslfy j axiA wha^vi&r laay hsm )3iem the 
su'bject of his letter, tlier© m&MhxrL^ m ii which pnt 
the king iato gueh biid htiJtt^ tliit <Jii SOM© MvxiloHS 
pretence he had &© whole of his European workmen at 
Gaffat seized and brought a« |Briaw©rs to Debra Tabor. 
What was the eattse of this harsh treatment of those 
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whmsk is W[ M^te^fea ^sMered: W» Im^ Mm^B, and 
who ser^ Mift liiroughout m MtJiMly, it is 
liar^l to mj. H'one t>f mite to explain 

the matter ; But Mr. Waldmaier, in a verbal message to 
Mr. Eassam, says that it was owing to their having 
been aware of some military preparations which were 
being made on his frontiers, and having nevertheless 
concealed their knowledge of this from him. The fol- 
lowing is the account given by Dr. Blanc of the affair, 
gathered from native report : 

"On the 17th [April] his Majesty proceeded to 
Gaffat, called the Europeans before him (with the ex- 
ceptions of Messrs. Schimper and Zander), ordered all 
their property to be seized, a,lid removed them prisoners 
to Debra Tabor. When he came to Gaffat, his Majesty 
remained in the factory below the hill on which Gaffat 
is built. On the arrival of the Europeans, he told 
tlmm tha?t he had received a letter £mm Fla4 cobMih 

mM ttrasi^tem, mA istoM th^seito: kmf them 
near him. He said that he had also hmsd tiiat pie- 
pMations fot the reception of tioops had been made 
at 9. and that if he was to fee jkiHed^ they 

wonld die toll added h% ^ Do not fee B&d^ 0hB 
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Tisual mpTi^m y^m he means misieMef), ' you ^ 
my eMldren/ Some of tEe Btiiopea»c9, es^sia^- 
Mr. Mmmm Ml [Hbf MdntZj the Foiei], r€fia<mgtiale^ 
strongly witll Ms Majesty, asking him why, ate Irv- 
ing Mm so turnf yims- ife-ilMilly, they wem ^Igeoted 
to such an unjust treafeaeat* * Kill us .at oms^^ said. 
Hall, *but do not degrade us in this way; if in the 
letter you have received there is anything you can 
charge against us, then cause it to be read out before all 
your people ; death is better than unjust suspicion.' His 
Majesty, in an angry tone, ordered him to be quiet, sent 
them to Debra Tabor under escort, and had tents pitched 
for them in the plain, at the foot of the hill on which 
the royal residence is built." Dr. Blanc further adds, 
" Gaffat is now entirely deserted, the workshops demo- 
lished, and not a servant allowed to remain to take care 
of the houses." 

It was not until the king had moved his troops in the 
direction of Matammah, that the rebel party of Tessu 
QjlSba^e r#i?^aled, and left the road oj>en for Mr^ Mad 
to liu^^u© hU iQumey to the to^s jOapM. Bis arrival 
mmf%htL 'bj'ih^Mxt0$ tes r^kled in, ^letter of 
Mr, BoseathafSj which appeared in the Tmes of the 
9th of August : 
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*• Mr. Flad arrived at Debra Tabor on the 4tli of May. 
After being introduced to the king, his Majesty asked 
him, ' Where are the workmen ? ' To which Mr. Elad 
replied, * I would have brought them straight up, if your 
Majesty had not imprisoned Mr. Rassam and his com- 
panions.' * For the matter of that,' sulkily answered 
the king, ' the artisans would not have come, even if 
I had not chained them.' Among the presents which 
were offered there was a telescope, which did not at all 
Uieet with the approbation of the monarch, although it 
i^ mi^ to })& excellent of its kind. ' I desired to have 
my eyes opened,' said his Majesty, ' and is this the 
oi doing it, by sending me a bad telescope ? I cannot 
m& ^taything. at all liirough it. §QS1« yiiaiS.-ago Li©a- 

3ifc K0r-e«% an4 by the pow&r 9? 0tict, I chaiiied the 
lffii6tter» tPhis teleget^e has alid bjem tonght to me for 
evil, msSi I shall io the stoie to tho- doiatot/ 

His Majesty then, inquired abotjt tie intme inten- 
tions Of liagland in reference to himself ; npon which 
Mr. Fiad informed Mm that he could not expect any 
more friendship if did not allow the Bnro^n 
j^ison^ at onee to depart, *Let them (mO0t'^0^^ 
tk^ kii^i. * me M mmm MX do not %M them ' 
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feoast which m one bow believes), adding, ■ Thorn 
wk0 h$m lik^ ^ gmm of jjiiisterd^^i^ sWl be 
able 1^ feiaovetewjfil^im^ 

M m^ms ^ Ml t0i% tert 1^ »ot remve any Tati<^ 
tbe fcg^ Micissct §m two Mlowing days, a 
dear intimation to all tbat Mr- Mad was not Itt fm&wt. 
On the Abyssinian Easter-day, however, a cow was sent 
to Mr. Flad, with the command to come to the king. 
The same ludicrous scene with the telescope was per- 
formed over again, without success. The glass would 
not suit his Majesty's eyes at all. On this occasion Mr. 
Flad informed the king that he had something more to 
tell him ; and when permitted to speak said, ^ England 
was always friendly towards you, and is so even now. 
Lately Waagshum Gobasie, the Tigrean rebel, sent to say 
that he would liberate the Europeans from Magdala on 
condition that the English would befriend him in future. 
This proposal was not accepted, but answered thiit tjie 
English cowM recognise but one king in a dotintry, and 
heMi m mMMimimtiou with xebeW * I km^r replied 
the Miig, *ihat ^ Engli^ mmB w^m mmmM^ 
pm&i im$M» jm, not evea «i ^e time of Bell and 
Gonsul Howden ; but the latter were my personal 
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friends.' On dismissal, Mr. Flad was told to join his 
family." 

It will thus be seen that the whole of the Europeans 
in Theodore's territory, with the exception of Messrs. 
Bardel, Zander, and Schimper, are now prisoners at the 
mercy of the king.* Mr. Flad, when in England, gave 
their numbers as sixty-one, including their wives and 
families. There are, consequently, now sixty-two ; this 
brave and noble-hearted man having, rather than for- 
gake his wife and children, thus heroically joined their 
mMabar^ The following is a list» which I believe is 
correct : 

At M4^i)jaci&4- 
Mr. Ba^ami Her Britennic l^esty% Eiwoy^ Otto- 

Dr. Blanc, Pkydciali, EBgli^hi. 

Lieutenant Prideaux, Assistant, English. 

Captain Cameron, Hor Bxitaniiic Majesty's Consul for 

Al)p»tH^> JfefM 
Mt, Mmmmp Saaretafy to Cajptaln Ckmaron^ liigligh* 
Mr- M'MMe, to Oetj^feia l3iM:^o% Englii. 

* Later reports state that the Gaffat artisans are again in favour, 

f So givett f^rfiiaiie^^ Pap 
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&te0^ servant to ^Oaptain Osmmm^ Italian, 

Ife, B^i3atlxal, Lay J^^cma^f ft©im Ii^ta feiety 
for I^dfiat^tiag 01i?3gti^% ammgft fie €r6fiEttaB>* 

At 0]MA !Eaboe. 

Bw* M* Mad, wife and cliildreii, Missionary from 
tlie London Society for PiOBdO^fing Okfigtiaaity amongst 
the Jews, German. 

Kev, — Bender, wife and children, Missionary from 
the Pilgrims' Mission, Basle, German. 

Mr. Waldmaier, wife and children. Lay Missionary 
from the Pilgrims' Mission, Basle, German. 

Mr. Saalsmiiller, wife and children. Lay Missionary 
from the Pilgrims' Mission, Basle, German. 

Mr. Mayer, wife and children, Lay Missionary from 
the Pilgrims' Mission, Basle, German. 

Mr. Steiger, Lay Missionary from the Scotch Society 
for Promoting Christianity ftmongst the Jews, German. 

Mr. Brandeis, Lay Missiongjfy from the Scotch Society 
for Promoting Christiq»nity a;iii0iigst the Jew% Geman. 

Mr. Schiller, Adv^tttilSt^ feKt^, 

Min Essler, AdYentuter, German. 
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^BMt WmM 'i^Mmm Hall), AireiifeMfei^^ Brfyy^t 

M. Makerer, Adventurer, French. 

M. Bourgaud, Gunsmith, French. 

Mrs. Kiensle and child, wife of deceased Missionary of 
Pilgrims' Mission, Basle, German. 

Mrs. Kosenthal and child, wife of Mr. Eosenthal, 
English. 

II. How TO SETTLE THE QUESTION." — The question 
now comes upon us with overwhelming force : What 
must be done for the liberation of all these Europeans 
whom the quarrel between Theodore and our Govern- 
ment caused to be deprived of thms liberty ? 

The answer which every Englishman would give, and 
the answer which the Government, anticipating the 
voice of the natioii^ has akeady giveHy is| We must com* 
pi ^iii^i^ lil^i^^ fh© ia^ ©f arms. Howwa? 
vmm:g Clov^a^iment of "Mml MmbsM xmf hm^ Ibem 
0i%iMa% in refiising a i^^Iy to the civil le^er of King 
^ hBodom, the con^^fliatOTy course which has Ibe^n adopted 
since has fully atoned for the first mistake, and left 
!Oieodore entirely mtiiiout excuse lor the course of eon- 
dnct in which Im still persists* We may; ami p^aps 




w^ough% ^ lii^ laip eoii^^^iio& §m mil tiitteaces 
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surrotmdmg: tm feing, in, femim of selfisii for$]pit 
adTentitrers and xmprfjieipled courtiers, triioae <5»*f^ 
m^fliialiais hm& eontimially thrown the (jaestiGii Ibfidfe 
again, ancE ^extdej^ abortive ibe elblfe W 
to bring things to an amicable settlement j hxt% when 
we have allowed for all this, the conduct of the king 
in still holding our countrymen against the recognised 
laws of nations is quite inexcusable. Whatever argu- 
ment may be found in these circumstances for after 
leniency towards him, no reason can be founded thereon 
for leaving the servants and subjects of her Majesty to 
the capricious pleasure of this self-willed despot. By 
the course we have hitherto adopted in the matter, we 
have in the eyes of the ignorant multitudes of Oriental 
nations .lost a good deal of our prestige. The hajjis 
who congregate from aU. parts of the East to the holy 
city of Mecca, have got to know on arriving in the 
<^ines of thB S^a th»i the bkck sultan of Habesh 
hai now h^M $m f« yeayS m ©haaus th« ijale-faoed 
subjects of ^'Tictom, €]tue#n." fejtti Jeddah lo 
wall of China, and from Oape Guardafui fe> the Grold 
Coast, the fact is notorious, and is the subject of remark 
in the khan of the Tartar and at the "palaver " of the 
BegiQ. And if this state of t3un^ were permitted to 
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esfjifiti% ^@ toftij&iis India would mm tmm Hmm 
off tlieir dlUgimmj «ad lie BaglishiBLaa,^^^^ ;for Ibe 
asEt twenty years will fee seeing ik^ mmt^m 0! §m 

!Eliit must Ij^e?. fiajtioia^ imisl la© 

mm^^m&r ^© iiirtion&il lonoiit mndieafed, though it 
eost tntioli treasure, and even blood. 

Having once decided to cdmpet l!*heodore by force to 
relinqnisb his prisoners, the next question is, How can 
we best attain the object we have in view ? Some, like 
Sir Henry Bulwer and Sir Samuel Baker, recommend 
a joint action on the part of England and Egypt ; and 
it may be well just for a moment to look at the pro- 
bable result of such a course. Sir Henry Bulwer, in a 
recent letter to the PaU Mall Gazette^ says, "With 
a moderate British and Sepoy force, and such assistance 
as the Viceroy of Egypt told me he would be ready to 
give, it would be no rash engagement to undertake to 
hang Theodorus in the chains that now torture the 
limbs of his captives*" 

W© need h^m stdp to i^amina the questioji as 
to ihB iMihooi. of the BriM^ ©tot li^vfeg ihe 
i^mmm ^^s&0t«Hi> it may # seeing Theodore sm^ 
pended between heaven and earth from the boughs of 
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a *'^kosso" tree. The iM pmrmb^ First catcli joiir 
hare/* is certmiily very appIicaWb m thin case. But 
we will suppose that ^e small Britislx md Sepoy force 
shall adTaiiee from the coast direct ito Beto Ti^m or 
Ma^Ma^ while the wmM GtGm the feoHtier 

on the west, say «t MataiaTOk% a^^d so malke for the 
common mulm^ Ifhal wowM tlie pr#aljle i?€tult of 
this joint ae<3&n OA thi ^ A3by)^wiaA ijMioii? 
Though we e3£|«*e^ed our itttention oJily pigfiishing 
Theodore, would the people, seeing thfe Tutfes m their 
country, believe that this was oar only object, and still 
give us a free passage, and supply the necessary pro- 
visions ? The mere supposition is out of the question. 
So intense is the hatred of Christian Abyssinia to their 
traditional enemies the Turks, that the possibility of an 
Egyptian as well as English invasion would do what 
Theodore failed to do — unite the whole nation as one 
man, and place immediately in arms every fighting 
man in the country, a force of well-nigh 200^000 men, 
Notliing would please Theodore better than such an 
events fqr his known animosity to the Turks, and his 
early experience of them, would be not unlikely to 
ensure him the generalship of the whole army, and thus 
enable him to regain the position he has already losi 
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Bfe tritellml ^if^ even ihm tif aeNjcsda- 

|dislimg our dbjm% imt tBt© d^paign woiilcj eetlaialy 
«^iBe proportions wiisfi is bc^ dt^oa^l q% 

B may be in objectioa lo tMa isew^ if iftta 
Abyssittto itaMoii wouM mite to r^lst tts Joined 
wMk ihe ^^tirks/' they will do tlie same mknn^ only an 
Englisli army is concerned. 1 do not ifeimk it would be 
the case, for here the element of religious antagonism is 
wanting. Eeligion is a far more powerful motive with 
an Abyssinian than love of country. The testimony of 
Consul Plowden is very valuable on this point. He says : 

*^To a foreign conquest little resistance would be 
offered ; they are too imaginative to dream of patriotism." 

But he adds, " This spirit, which is entirely wanting, 
was supplied in their contests with the Mohammedans 
by fanatical excitement." 

In undextajdjag the expedition alone therefore, though 
we may have occasional brushes with the partisans of 
different chiefa^ we shall not be likely to find a united 
©atioa to O^0m as* They will be very jealous pf our 
^Btiaiae% aadsi^^ intentiffiu^ but the eleaaients 
of 4is§ii^ W Mo greal w ijia comntry to make them 
tBUte for other than a leligious waar» 

Another point fm consideration r^a^ding an alliance 
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wifcli Egypt is, that we could mt expect tibe to 
aid us witiiomt mmmtm$ to MmfMm Bom^ mm^^m^ 
mMm^§m'm!fk0^i^^ tm^e^^ md ittey^ m little 
Ijsdltlte tia woalt be fis* pejiidsgioa to 

m'^BX hh ^mcAnitim m §x0 ^mAm mm& of l2i:e rich: 
proflitees of Abyssinisk KttOwing Egyptian policy in 
tlie Eow^i ^tkdi 1k& mm^ dimhmwB on ise 
White Hile trade still fresh in memory, are we prepared 
for this ? Are we willing to allow Abyssinia to become a 
rich Christian slave mine, to be worked as the countries 
on the White Eiver are worked ? 

It is true that the Pasha of Egypt has lately in Paris 
proclaimed what would appear to be strong anti-slavery 
views, and has even asserted that the slave trade on 
that river is entirely kept up by the Europeans there 
engaged in it. Are we to be blinded by this assertion, 
lim4% one can well imagine, with the simple object of 
Babying something to please his entertainers for the 
time being ? That the viceroy's assertion is really not 
trua i^ borne out by thousands of facts which cannot be 
impugned. For an instance of the real policy of Egypt 
in the So»di% and with regard to Abyssinia, I will ^ve 
1a0t0 m 00m^ dally p^m 

UamMe) professing to furnish the latest mews horn 
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tliose T^0mm. The m&mmSm il cjastlal^ ml^^ 

A war Tfe#i going on ist^ jic^ time betwem 
Abp^afliwa |»Fcm6et d SfeJa^fe aai adjacent parts of 
the nortli-west of Tigre and the Beni Amer Aralbs, wlio 
occupy the country between Shire and Waldabba on 
the south, and Taka on the north. The Tigreans were 
the aggressors [?], and had beaten the Arabs in two 
fights, when they resolved to attack them again on a 
more effective scale. The engagement came off in 
December last, near Baaza, to the discomfiture of the 
Tigreans, who were defeated with great slaughter. Of 
the whole Tigrean force, numbering many thousands, 
and attended by the women and children belonging 
to its members, only 200 hor^miea are said to 
have escaped. Thd Tigrean force consisted chiefly of 
Shire people, commanded by Dejage Adik, an officer of 
Theodoriis, The 3^ni Amer killed the old and useless 
prisoners ; the younger of both sexes and children they 
to<>k in triumph to Taka> th© Bm^ of tlje Egyptian 
gov ernoT of those parts^ who is related to jhave told the 
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Arabs that, ^bb Gm^ bad gbm tM hmtf mto tlieir 
lia^Eds, tliBj were at liberty to dispose of it/ Accord- 
ingly the captives were seat to market in sueli immbers 
lljat Otetlaa slar^^ 4*0 is^ofted to be eomparsttively 
cbeap m tbe Bed Sea ports and on the Egy ffciaii frQiitier 

Does thh lo^ the dying out of ike ^sm Ira4e ? 
Aad here ^ely no Mame can be thrown oti Bnropeans, 
as in those parts there are none existing. Let ns nOt 
therefore be deceived ; for, however much the viceroy 
himself might wish for the overthrow of tliis abominable 
traffic, those under him, especially when at such a 
distance from the seat of Government, will ever lend 
their encouragement to it, seeing the source of wealth 
it is to them. 

However, the general tendency of opinion appears to 
be that, inasmuch as the quarrel is our own, we should 
settle it ourselves, without seeking to lighten our dlMr 
culties by appealing for aid from any other power. We 
IB^f now, therefore, consider the probability of the 
success which would attend our iQfwn individual efforts 
for the liberation of the unfortunate captives. Before 
doing this, it is first desirable to understand the present 
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M IB: not afe laE the slight given by 

<m 00fmam&a^ tp. Wkm^^m m »eiimBg to ^^mk Mm 
d3ffi«Kog 111© h^&ih^rM^ fimvsm ^^lOTiagein^t 
t^ llKiJd JtisiMpal ti^^ mho 1mm mam »#ellfed against 
Mm, and las tlttis pro'rad an indirBci mns^ lof Ms 
pled powat^ Bi m it may, the ctf tike main 
portion of his empire may he dated from the time of 
our refusal to recognise him being made known. 

In the autumn of 1863 an insurrection took place in 
Tigre under a chief of the name of Kassa Goldja, who 
seized the country between the Mareb and Tecazze, 
and afterwards made a descent on Adowa, His attack 
was repulsed, and he was obliged to retreat, but he was 
still powerful enough to give a good deal of trouble, by 
making frequent raids on the territory subject to the 
governor of Tigre, appointed by Theodore. 

Kassa Goldja s revolt was immedktely succeeded by 
the rebellion of Tessu Gobasie, a native of Waldabba, 
And fo:^ngiarly «t general of Oubie's. This chief seized 
m]^a provinces of Waldabba^ Walkait, Armatjolio, 
Wogf Simye% :mA even pursued his ravages 
into Dembea to Gondar^ the capitaL He also attacked 
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and killed Mek Ametf mn of tlm Mak Himr who burnt 
aliTO Ismail Paslia in 1827^ and afterwards fled for 
protection to tbe AbyssiniaE border* Mek Ainer was 
an ally of Theodor% and U(»Mmmm to tbe 
^TurkSj iig^ ^^mm^ ^gjwlory It© made feeqnent inroads^ 
aticd it wm no doabt mth idea of condli&ting the 
litlter titat !)fesgm de%tfe tta i^iimit^ with tb© Arab 
cbre£ He is alio: te^ la;te a^c^tii^ Mek Imc «f 
being the i^Ki30 of the lm|3tisonHieni Qf ec)iswb^iaenj 
though in wlMt wa^ this awi IjQpr© been ft Is dijSS^I to 
determine. A possible explanation may be, that Amer 
communicated certain false reports to Theodore, concern- 
ing Captain Cameron's journey through the Egyptian 
territory, on the strength of which the king withdre 
his favour from our consul, but we know that Captain 
Cameron's imprisonment was due to the mistake of our 
Government, and to that only. Amer had previously 
shown himself favourable to our countrymen, in the 
persons of Mansfield Parkyns, and (I believe) Sir 
Samuel JBaker ; and why he should have formed a dif- 
ferent opiiiloft of Captain Cameron it is hard to say. 

The insurrection of Tessu was followed by the up- 
rising of Shoa, the inhabitants of which rallied round 
Slenilek, the son of their former king^, who had escaped 
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ai tlie empire wat mpk imi^€^pl^. MMkm 

the king litimed with Ma mmf^ iNt teing mUmk^ on 
^Im wm^. hf tilt Wolio Gellas^ m nmcib^ hm 
pe<iitioii failed^ aiid lie waa obliged to make liesty 
retreat. 

Eieouraged by tbt .SM^^ of olte i^aSQrgents, 
"fj&Mh <lmiioo of (^c^am also Imm^ mki 'Thm^ 
im^B tetritory, regaining Ms mmjiUm i&rfeess wi^ 
tba booty tbus cl^tiflii6i3* 

But the most forMdable fevolt of all was that of 
Waagshum Gobasie, Prince of Lasta, who succeeded in 
investing himself of the whole of Eastern Abyssinia, 
with the exception of a few provinces to the north. 
He is said by Dr. Beke to lay claim to the throne of 
all Abyssinia, and to be about to follow the example of 
the king in adopting the name of Hezekiah, to fulfil a 
prophecy which points to a monarch of that name, who 
is to precede the true Theodore. The fashion of forcing 
prophecy is not very logical, and, tliough it almost 
succeeded with the Abyssinian nation in the <i^ge of 
Theodore, it is not very likely it will take a second 
time. Gobasie, perhaps, has a notion of ridiculing 
Theodore by imitating him» 
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I^!i©t.®0i8<3i!ittts report a diifMm ia €i© fofed of 
Mter, «i l>«jtiie?, m near mh^ji of Ixk, of lie JiaMa <tf 
KaSSUj liatiag revolted and ^skm witli coaslder- 
able portion of Ms army. Tfais is^ tbe saaie old story — 
rebellion within rebellion, every man's hand against 
his brother. A little longer, and the unfortunate nation 
will have destroyed itself, unless the foreigner come 
first and rule their country for them. 

From the above, it will be seen, on a reference to the 
map, that the territory now left to Theodore consists of 
little more than a strip of land round Lake Tsana, 
embracing the provinces of Begemeder (as far as 
Magdala), Bellesa, Dembea, Tphelga, Dagossa, Kuara, 
Mietcha, and part of Qc^iaiaa, The governors of 
Adowa, Shire, and Hamase^, -are also said to be 
faithful to him, though they are unable to render him 
any ^rery «oti?i^ service. Tim province® ^bovfe^anett- 
tioned certainly in^We; #e ridtefc anA mmi leictlle 
l«3riSoa of A%|^fii^fcA mA. so long $s remain 
faSthf«i t) him^ h& '*ill have IMe to fear from the 
isolated attacks of any of the other inswrgeni chiefs. 
But, if recent a^eounts are true, his hold even upon 
these parts is very slenrler, and the attachment of the 
people is more- the result of fear than of devotion. 
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Frequent desertiotis have also rel»i[^4 Ms amy to a 
number said not to exceed 5000. TMs estimate is tliat 
of the captives themselves, but we must receive it with 
caution. Pent up in Magdala, they are not in a good 
position to ascertain exactly the real extent of the 
king's force. Some of them maintained six months 
since that he had but so many troops left, and yet 
they have subsequently spoken of wholesale desertions 
amounting fully to that number. Five thousand, how- 
ever, is their latest account specified. 

And now, what is likely to be the policy of King 
Theodore, when he hears of our determination to attack 
him ? At |)resent, he is at Debra Tabor, his capital, 
i&fre he is invariably in the habit of spending the rainy 
season. In the month of October, on the termination of 
the rains, he will be able to move about witliin his 
limited territory wherever he likes ; jandi aiS loRg before 
O^tcxber he will, Imm heard of our preparations, what 
tm: l&#ly to l^e hiis tactics in the face of this mw 
danger? 

If is^ of cotij^ mm^ matter far speculation. I will 
state what I think. 

la my opinion^ he will first have teccmfge to stra- 
tag0»i. Ha wiU seem to temporise. Before we enter 
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^ (mixi$rf ymtm^ m^^^ Mm to write smooth letters 
to the eomiattate^EH^ armj> in whieh he will 

dwsll m tha &i^tt3gh% fnewap^^ existing hetweea 
th& two Hatofcs ; 4^tei«f ho m^m wished it to 

k& mm Bent im ie^^tabHsh it, Md ditaia©! hiia ift^tely 
with the idea of consulting further on the extensibn 
of it." He will then get Mr. Eassam to write pretty 
much at his dictation, corroborating all that he him- 
self had said, and praying that no offensive course 
should be taken. Further epistles will be sent both 
from the king and Mr. Eassam (whom the king, by act- 
ing on his fears, will think to make a tool of), the object 
of which will be, though done in as sly and crafty way 
as possible, to get us to assist him in reconqueriBg 
his cotintry, on the condition of his liberating the cap- 
tives^ During these negotiations, he will also try, by 
Tarious pretences (but all on the Will you walk into 
my parlour ?" priftaipk)^ to mm© iBfluenti^I mm 0n 
the GXp^M0n. to viat him at Ms conrt> and he will 
also seek by these means to gMa tmm W0l the 
approach <rf aiM#ter miny season shiil comp^ m Isr 
the time to #^st fmM mv enterprise. Notwithstanding 
all these shifted he will certainly ind Mmself circtim- 
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vented ; for Mr. Eassam has already proved to be a 
match for him, though the king does not know it, he 
having arranged that by certain signs in the letters 
themselves we may know when they have been written 
at his Ethiopic Majesty's dictation. Moreover, it is 
scarcely likely that the officers in charge of the expe- 
dition will be in this way deceived. There are propo- 
sitions which we ourselves will certainly make, but they 
will be based on the immediate surrender of the cap- 
tives, if not on a proper compensation for their detention 
as well. 

These negotiations having fallen through, what will 
be the king s next step ? Will he give us battle ? This 
is not likely. If the reports of the captives themselves 
are true, he only possesses a force of 5000 ; at any fat^r 
he wields a diminished force ; and as he, mot© tlljtoi B^f 




other chief in the country, knows the advantages of 
cipliiie ill m mmj (he has indeed mad© some imeieclm^ 
ai^em^ to estaWlth it in Im. I© imf^ i&m 
to fat that iiiiaiter of iti^il^d mm in ihe field gainst 

Will he retire to I^agdala, and make Mi stand there ? 
TMs gnpposition is scarcely more likely than 
other, ^mrn esiperience gained in coiiteBte with the 
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I^yptiaii troops on his western fronti^ and from iJie 
instrmctions of .Wi Howtov ^ two EnglMi 
generals^ tlh© ting knows as weE as w© do that to 
aii^ii^ tft iidld Ms mountain fortress $^dnst Eorc^aii 
war appliani@e» mo^dt tm Itopeleas^ snid^l fe» Mm and 
hk &mm^ Wm^ mt #1 lii^ flms^ fm constrtiei?m 
of mortars i®d e^aiiit^n im ibis own country, wMclx hm& 
engaged Ms attention for the last ten years, been based 
on his knowledge of the superiority of Europe in these 
matters ? And was it not with the idea of dislodging 
by these means, Tadla Gualoo, Grovernor of Gojam, from 
his mountain fort of Djibella (the exact counterpart of 
Magdala), that he had his mortars constructed ? Surely 
Theodore is not the fool some would take him to be. 
However invulnerable against native war appliances, he 
would never attempt to hold Magdala against a British 
army. 

Nor is it probable that he will leave the captives 
there and keep himself out of the way. If he is inclined 
to give the captives up at all he will do so before our 
i^ntry into the country, at the instance of our nlti^ 
mat»% mther than wait for our entrance to induce his 
compliance* 

None of the aboTe conrses do I think the king will 
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lEalca Tlie greater probability is tliat lie will iisi^fttidi 
Ilk fioldieT'g for the time being, sending thetti oil cm 
track as spies, with secret orders to unite in small bands 
and harass our rear, or cut off our supplies, if such an 
opportunity should offer ; while he himself, with a small 
company and the captives, will retire into the mountain 
fastnesses of his native Kuara. He may even determine 
not to he burdened at all with the captives, and, however 
we may shudder at the thought of that dread contin- 
gency, we are solemnly bound to take it into our consi- 
deration. My reason for conceiving that the king will 
retire into Kuara, is that Kuara is his native province ; 
the rule of it has always been in his family ; he will 
tliere feel mom_ secure against capture or betrayal* 
Moreover, having spent his youth there, he kn,ows eT#3F]f 
nook and ^taaaay of the province. This supposition 
is also borne out by the fact that, whenever in his 
jfrevious hiitoa:^, befiwe becomii^ Mn^ Ms life was 
hard pressed by the o^&t the ba ^ 

always sDtight a sal& retreat in his proviaee* 
Whejiji m % youths kfe jes<^gq^ iii© eonvent be^* 
sieged by Bejage Mayo, he fled to %xm». When 
afterwards, m wamor^chieJ^ he was defeated by Birra 
Godin^ Governor of dcf^iia^ be found a refuge h^t% 
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tm^mM^ ill 5as retreat a whole ti?r#fi^to€% 
Tmmm mm t© toaiSi iDto ^cesacm^ 
w|i0a M$ ttW patl^ c^cmpied by the ©Eeit^ 
lie evaded their t'igilspee % fiving disguised in a 
peasant's hut. If ther^bte hfe !kn^dfedge t)f the iwsailji* 
tain passes and secret places of his own province stifflced 
to shield him from the Abyssinians themselyes, how 
difficult will it be for the British army to catch him ! 
He is aware of it, and therefore his policy will be by 
false reports to keep us running over the country after 
him until we are thoroughly tired out. And, in my 
opinion, Tantia Topee and Nana Sahib were tyros in 
the art of eluding disciplined troops compared with the 
crafty and agile Theo lore^ Should he, however, in mf 
way be hard pressed by ns, rather than fall into otir 
hands, he would certainly put an end to his own lite. 

SiKlA^And now as to the expedrfcion* Ai a snmm$^tY 
of what 10 generally known an ihiu point, I here give 
an extract irom a daily paper mhmh professes to have 
taken some trouble to glean the information from 
trustworthy souf ces.*" The ^ the 14th 
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of September says : — The resolve of the public is, 
that we must rescue our compatriots from the trea- 
cherous captor ; the expectation is, that the means 
devoted to the task shall be so thoroughly efficient 
as to command success. Hence the scale of the pre- 
parations. The invading army is to be made up of 
10,000 troops, chiefly Punjaubees, and a proportion of 
cavalry. An Indian army cannot move without an 
immense train of attendants; and accordingly, at the 
lowest estimate, the camp-followers must be set down 
at no fewer than 25,000, from the wild Lascar to the 
* ferocious Dhoolie.' With these are to be sent four 
field batteries of artillery, and also one moufiitam 
bUrttery, consisting of six rifled steel seven-pounder 
guns, which are to be carried on mules, Mm% ilmm 
U tp be a snpf ly of Hale's xmk^^ iOOO bi^eebrloadere 

cannot w^km^ ife yast miniter? id 

bnrde% and Miam there ate to be 21^000 mnles 
and 6000 c^nels* So mmk for the actual invasion 
of Aby^iniav ' 

3Se edition will be placed under tlie command 
of Sir Eobert Kipii^ ivho is to ba entnisted with t^e 
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There are seTeml mutBB by wliieli Tlieodore's terri-' 

1st, The route vid TMOiorBi.. Tajoura^ lying on tbe 

is smm days* ttesmiiif SJinbay. fh& port is bad, 
and tliere is little coBvenience for the landing of troops. 
The distance to Magdala is about 400 miles ;* to Debra 
Tabor, 500. The first part of the route, through the 
Adal desert to the foot of the Abyssinian table-land, is 
tolerably even, but very hot and unhealthy, with a great 
scarcity of water, except where the river Hawash is fol- 
lowed. The remaining portion is very rough, though 
healthy, and affording abundance of pure water and 
forage. The tribes we have to pass through on this 
road are the Adaiel, a wandering people, savage and 
treacherous, but not numerous ; and the Wollo Gallas, 
wild and brave horsemen, but who, having a grudge 
against Theodore, might chance to be friendly. The 
English general has the opportunity of propitiating them* 

2nd. The route from RAHKltiL^ just within the 
straits of Bab el-Mandeb, in every rfespect siniilar to 
the preceding one, but a little shorter. 

3rd. The route from AmphijjA, trough the temtory 
* Tbe fig»f€s here given repregent approximate distetieai fey road. 
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of the Taltals, and Azubo Gallas, to the neighbour- 
hood of Lake Ashangi, and so over the Abyssinian 
highlands to Magdala or Debra Tabor. Distance to 
Magdala, 400 miles ; to Debra Tabor the same. The 
Taltals are a barbarous and bloodthirsty race, but not 
numerous. Their country is undulating, and covered 
with herbage for the cattle, but there is a scarcity of 
water. The Azubo Gallas are, like all their race, brave 
but cruel, moderately numerous, and thair C0iintry well- 
watered and fertile^ Thence the pmwmm^ of Lasta 
is entered by steep mountain passes. The country is 
jfertil% mol healthy, but the roads ara mthm rougjb, 
ite psmiis© is tea^tte^ <3f Waa^ph^m who 
o&mM tottti Htm rnxm llfergfee^ ih$^ m0^m 
condition #f mt Mpp&fiitLg Mm itt liis cslaim to tha 
throi^ flf Afoyssiiim. Ha img^ Iriandly if wa mwt 
pliad with thes6r mw^Mm»f o^mwm^ i» fut 
obstaclas in otts tmy to tha axtent of his powaTj and it 
would ha for the disejetion of Gre^eral Napiei! to mr^ 
snk^ f til^ of ttefttiBg with Mm. The remaining 
poftion of th# joiste through As^t md Jkh^^ k in 
the hmiS^ ttf &SkQm MMhmmi who couH ofiar no 
i^sisfetnm IThay hifcvmg' just thtowa off allegiance to 
Theodore, might help us by furnishing prof:Motts^ ^O. 
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Tbe route from Lasta direct to Babra Tabor woixldi b© 
tbrougb teafritory noniiimlly in sntgeetion to Theodore. 

4tbp The route from Amphila direct on to the 
iLbys^ian taJ^jfe^^ad M A^eegiie at^^ mud 'Ikmm thmmgk 
Lasta to ^3!heodore% temtoryv It is sitoilac t^ %}m fr^ 
cedittg^ bat ofiei^ mom td 00>%y&&lthf comitf^ i&dijgh 
it % mm^ iftt|p4 Qm- 0 dhm ^of rottt# 
bem psch #j0^sgh| ^ lal^ bai bow we be^re 
Umqp^^d. AmpkM^ hm a good port, mmsSmg to 
Cy ?wa6l Mferew^#!. 

5th. The route from ZtrixAia: at the bottom of An- 
nesley Bay on to the highlands at Halai, and thence 
through Tigre proper and Lasta to Magdala, or through 
Tigre and Simyen, Minna and Bellesa, to Debra Tabor, 
Magdala, 400 miles ; Debra Tabor, the same. This is 
the most healtliy of all, as the cool table-land is reached 
in two days. It is, however, at least in its approaches, 
the most rugged. If our object should be to reach 
IVIagdala, the road would branch off in the neighbour- 
hood of Tembyen, proceeding thence through Lasta, as 
by the two former routes. If we are aiming at Debra 
Tabor, the most direct is the one described in the 11th 
and 12th chapters of the Narrative, viz. via Halai, 
Adowa, Tembjen, the valley of the Tecazze^ Bellesa, 
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and Eteimi As it is ttei^ m some qiwters that 
mmfyt^ mM fc& mMt^ m d^#tioii» I Mil 
seiaa more exteaied j^marlas ©a tMs route after- 

6|k 3Mie.imtp fmM. WjMOmMa^ throngh Hamageyn 
to ikiQMB^ mi. m m,^ m 1^ &e foregoing, to De^m 
^JMsm m M&^h^, Bitancfe to hoih ^^j^mB abont 
4111 miLm Qj Ate iay^ ironld l^e reqtiired by 

the afiiit to rei;0& ibe cool highlands by this road, but 
it is by no means so rough as that via Halai. The 
Governor of Hamaseyn is still faithful to Theodore, 
but could not offer the least resistance. Hamaseyn 
passed, Tigre is entered, and the road to Adowa is 
moderately easy. From Adowa as in previous route. 

7th. The route from Massowah, via BoGOS, Kas- 
SALA, and Matammah, to Debra Tabor or Magdala. 
Yery circuitous, but has very many advantages not- 
withstanding. The distance about 600 miles to Debra 
Tabor, 700 to Magdala. The territory as far as 
Matammah is almost entirely in the possession ,of 
Egypt, and at Matammah Theodore's territory is 
entered immediately. No insurgent chiefs to treat 
mth. The whole route can be traversed by eam^s, 
and supplies would be abundanti Water plentiM, and 
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fm^ 6a*ie. The first hM ii fm pmm^ is 
hmMxf^ hut tlie seeond, from Samk to Mutammah, 
is liot^ aal ailjeel 4o malaria. On leaving M^Utommh 
the healliiy higlilaads are reaehe^ whibh contiraie the 
TexEalnder of the joum^ 

8th. The route irom BotJAKM to MMbM^ »iBi 
Matai£m:4h^ and so to Dehra Tahor or Magdiila. This 
is similar to the preetdiag m fttf a^ dtiitaiK^ m con- 
c^m^ Iwit the time ta&lm in the j^TO^ jaught I10 
m^feie etei^ lm$ ^lmi §^^^^m^^ Im^ to Behra Mm 
This route has thfe hH@tl^y3:ite of an 

army, as the conntrj trwergid is fyr llie ffttt flat 
and ^#n.. Ti^ wk<^p d&tebe cftn is done hy camels^ 
whfeh would iai abimdance of fodder. Supplies are 
abundant when the district of Taka is entered. Water 
plentiful, except for the first hundred miles. Unhealthy 
between Kassala and Matammah. The tribes occupying 
the road tributary to Egypt, and so would be friendly. 
Debra Tabor, 600 miles ; Magdala, 700. I shall have 
more to say about this road afterwards. 

The above are, I believe, all the routes which have 
been mentioned in connection with this subject, as, 
indeed, they are the only ones at all practicable by 
which this mountainous country can be entered. The 
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f^mi MmB6mk. 1 say litk is genferaily believed to 
be the case; but the adoption of any one of them is 
doubtful, for the objections are many and imperative,^ 
as we will endeavour to prove. 

The probability is, that on Theodore's hearing of our 
intention to attack him, he will, at the cessation of the 
rains, have the prisoners brought down from Magdala 
to Debra Tabor, so as to be ready, if hard pressed, to 
retreat with them towards Kuara. In that event, at 
the time our expedition is ready to start (December), 
Debra Tabor will be the spot towards which we shall 
have to make ; consequently, the nearest route from 
Massowah to Debra Tabor will at first sight present 
itself as the one which ought to be taken. Now, if the 
reader will look at the map placed in the front of this 
book, he will see that, without doubt, the most direct 
m&d from JM[ass0wah to Dabm Taboi is the om I myself 
travetsedj thert mmik^ a, red traeing. Tim will 
especially be ibwwl to he^ th^ msn if it h sogposad, 
as would be 1®!?^ limi ibt tewps landed near 
Zulla, in Annesley Bay. We mayj^ therefore, consider 
that the army would have to folbw from north-east to 
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mafelM of ifeMs js^Hte may not Be uaprofltEBle. 

la 0m irst plaee, tkt troc^ps oil landing would hm& 
a plain of some ten miles m extent to cross before the 
foot of tlie Taranta mountain is reached. The line 
would be mostly over the sands, which swallow up 
during the greater part of the year the mountain 
torrent called the Hadas. Water, however, could 
easily be obtained by digging a few feet, as I have 
related was done by my Shoho guide. This tract 
crossed, the mountains now begin to close in on each 
side, and you pass up a narrow defile, without opening 
to the right or left, until the summit of the pass is 
reached. The mountains on each side are almost 
inaccessible, save to goats and bare-footed Shohos: 
they attain, at the commencement of the route, a height 
above the bed of the Hadas of at least 1000 feet. The 
breadth of this defile av&mfes some tvVenty or thirty 
yards, but the bottom is so covered witlj mgvUM rocks 
and boulders, that jou are almost oonapelled to go single 
Indeed^ the mtare of the pss would mnbh §00 

army, the roeks and trees forming an excatlent ambush. 



As tlie territory, however, is only occtipied by Slto^QS, 
who do not possess guns and are not numerous, no 
obstacle would be found but in the nature of the road 
itself, Bruce has described it so accurately (and its 
quality may also be gathered by the account I have 
given of my descent of it), that nothing more need be 
said. It will be a work of toil, tasking the endurance 
and spirit of our men severely. 

It must not be concluded that all difficulties are over- 
come when once the table-land is reached. A few hours 
from Halai the army will have to descend again, and 
by an abrupt and rugged descent too, though nothing 
like the Taranta. We now rmfih a plain covered with 
thorny trees and rough sharp-cornered boulders, which 
continues, though on a gradual incline, till the valley of 
the ^areb is imchad. The Mareb is easily cBogge^ 
lia;?ittg at this tima (p^mtj^m) Ipb* 0M m tmi> |e# of 
wai^ ; and then it AM plain, where ikQ 

hm^ h gf 0i4 ,W mi m&^f^ Tbmm fe 
also a breath of malaria hanging about h©r% btit aii 
ordiniary traveUer passes the infested district in a few 
hours, and Ike army miglit do it in a day. We now 
begin gt$y|iially to aseend again uiitil we arrive at the 
summit of a perfectly flat platem% eool and lie%liiy> 
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whicli continues for a few miles, after which another 
descent is made, rugged, but not steep, and, the valley 
succeeding it being crossed, begin to ascend again on to 
a plateau similar to the last. Several in fact have to 
be crossed until Adowa is reached, at about one hundred 
miles from Halai. Adowa lies rather low, but not so 
much so as the Mareb ; conse4t*Siitly while the neigi^- 
bourhood is rather warm it is comparatifelj h^a-lthy. 

On leaving Adowa a pleiin road is traversed for some 
time, but thea Sooeeed several ridges of high hills 
covered with boulders aad ilmmf ix&m^ where fsfttJi 
is sometimes so uarrow that the at«y hmn to go 
mgle ii©*i Om passes gomjetim^ s3im iflo^Jf %^ sMes 
0 mma^mmf wh$m imMm h S> ^i^t tfe&l t false step 
would mii$^Br the lives of mule and rider. These 
animals, however, can Ibe depended upon. iFoatiuen 
sland. a better chance wittiout shoes ihm witlj, and 
wmB. ihm be able to fwQoed in safety. Some ifty 
rnOj^ w^f hills brings one to Tembyea 

(Abiyad), in a rich and fertile v^all^^ l|ing probably 
411 -a hml witli Adorn Tim sun hex^ is liot. Tembyen 
B a thriving 1i:ohamHie5«n totm ; supplies to a limi^ 
^tfent might be got here* 

Ofl leaving i^rnby^a tlxe Mkes 0eviia k soon alter 
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reached, but the road tlirougliout is unpleasant, both to 
mules and men. The path continues for some time 
along the bed of the Gevha, a mountain stream, shaJJow 
and n@,tmw j l^d then branches off direct to the Tecazze 
over a rough country of slaty formation. The Tecazze 
is about seventy miles from Adowa, and runs in a deep 
jt-oeky mvine, with precipitous sides, where it is hot^ bal^ 
owing to the waat of fe^ftaetfei, jiot ijtthfioliiitj^, The 
T&sd mtMn^B -al^ag th^ imi of tiie Teeazze fox aaoSser- 
fifty miles, during i^ifiii lh@ itream itself h ismmd 
m^rf .W0 ihi^ milei' I* was practiesstfelt mough 
when I passed it at the end of the dry seasoa, b«$ may 
be more dilScult in the iiOEih of January, wh^fi Mt 
tmoi^$ would haye to pass it. It would then probably 
have some three feet of wafei*. 

Oa immng the ^Qomm the ro A is ^soe^v ely iiugged 
aiad toiteous, mmt sgni^s of tlie Siffiye^ jnoun- 

tafcasi whose iusjMtfits ate sKxr^&red wi& snow. But the 
a$» hete Is (iwlandpl«^^%.eEfcal^hgQ^^ to Ibear h§W&£ 
th^ m<mdw fati^e. J'oi'ty naale^ frdjn the T^&& 
tlie Wf 0r Wiam, is yeajehed, a trfbutary of the Yeeai^, 
and not much inferior in votenae; ol watiei? to that stream 
itself. Unlike the Tecazze, its banks are clothed with 
ricli foliage, including monster tamarind and sycamore 
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ttem, whtm j^iito is del^M,. Mim&- is 
mmi& to^d^ feet htm^* 

On qnitting iOie lOnaa the roM cjcfeses siimieisioa 
mountain after mountain, covered with wood and shat- 
tered fragments of rock, for a distance of fifty miles or 
so. We find that we have then attained the vast plain 
of Bellesa, perfectly even, but dotted here and there 
with flat-topped rocks, the remains of the original 
plateau. Some thirty miles along this plain brings us 
to the eastern foot of Mount Melza, and by a short and 
abrupt ascent we attain a small plain beneath its highest 
summit, in which stands the large village of Ebenat. 
Crossing the plain of Ebenat, a rough desceint eaiirieg: 
us into the rocky Eeb valley, and a similar ascent on 
the other side to the undulating plain, at the farther 
extremity of which stands Gaffat, with Debra Tabor 
town and mountain presiding above.* 

The lime tafe©n by me in traversing the dm%mm$ irfts 
%mxAf^&m mi imhM^$ sfopfafesi aaad m I 
met^^ s^mi nMm a the di^aaee imx 
Mmm^h ^ Ib^bm %Am is in wmd nmh&m 
miles^ IBui flie march of an army is a vmstiy ^liferent 
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thing to tlie journey ot ^ private traveller, possessed fis 
I mM «f » good ambling wmh, la Indi® the memge 
distance traversed by an atmy in a day is alwnt t&n 
miles. Now the routes in India, in those parts where 
our troops have been most engaged, may, I think, be 
said to be less difficult than the Abyssinian ; indeed an 
Abyssinian road, even the most frequented, is nothing 
better than a sheep track, except in and around Debra 
Tabor, where Theodore has lately experimented in mac- 
adamizing. We may reasonably conclude, therefore, 
that ten miles will be the utmost extent of what our 
army will get through per diem, and that consequently 
the march from the coast to the king's capital will 
occupy at least forty days. This is easily to be believed 
when it is considered that the army will in very many 
instances have to march single file. 

But is. not this last circumstance, namely, the strag- 
gling nature of "jEhte march, a very potent objection against 
fhig^ ronte $kk^$^m? If ih& people on tlie line, of 
march are inellQfil 1^ b© adverse to m> have they m% 
with their knowledge of the mountain passes smi hf* 
paths of their country, a means thns put into ^ms hands 
of doing us an immens© deal of injury t J. few hundred 
of them might with little difficulty break the connection 
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between tlie diflfemit portms of the am^ capture a 
gun^ or stop the road by ^hm'ling Ymt masses of rock 
dowa from abom Bwk stratagems are the peculiar 
fete <3i the JJgrsrniiiaii, 

But it Isag Itmm iH^ed thal^ as the insurgea;t chiefs 
who occuf f the tetMtlory through which we shall pass 
a^re <)^^p^d to !Pheod$r%we might expect §mm t0 be 
JBei^OEy ^orselfes. Ms is a g^PiKfe ttfe^as®. 
Aby^aia !3t# haud of everycme is against Ms brother ; 
and if they are thus quarrelsome amongst themselves, 
we cannot reasonably imagine that they will be perma- 
nently faithful to foreigners. The Abyssinian, know- 
ing that all the countries round about him are mostly 
sterile deserts, is apt, in his ignorance, to believe that 
the rest of the world is pretty much in the same con- 
dition, and so thinks that his own beautiful country is 
the object of admiration and desire to all foreign nations. 
That Egypt covets it he knows, and he will think that 
England on seeing it will do the same. Almost all he 
has heard about England is that she has conquered and 
held India, and he believes that conquest is therefore 
gm policy. We may tell him as much as we like that 
our only object is the liberation of our wuntrymen, hut 
we shall jxever persuade him that an army of J 2|000 
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mm (he will see 50,000 eTen in our -fast Bost) is m$ 
tot the purpose of rescuing a few prisonem M wB. h& 
a thing totally incomprehensible to him that we match 
that army into Abyssinia simply to vindicate our national 
honour. In his eyes our entrance will be an invasion, 
with the object of making Abyssinia another India. He 
will consequently resist us as far as he is able, not 
unitedly, but individually, by withholding supplies and 
beasts of burden. We need not reckon on getting from 
him a solitary cow or bushel of corn, or a mule to carry 
our baggage. The resistance of individual chiefs and 
their partisans we may also expect, especially if we 
choose any one like Waagshum Gobasie, and favour his 
claims, for by this means we should only excite the 
animosity of the others ; and there are fiye of these, let- 
ting alone Theodore, who are almost as powerful as the 
Waagshum. 

Wa m^y also expect that the whole nation will be 
the alert alter plaad#% iox tloBj will see in baggage 
and aecoutimEt^s d mt mmf whirib will mxmk the 
emmtry to Ish© ^ni of tfe jpespii mmMt^p it a 

powor mA positioE in iiiiGa which it would otherwise 
uevear attain* 

Thm eotnes 1k& ^s^mn^ How are we to keep open 
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commn,nicaiion witli the coftst for the conyeyaTic^jjf sde- 
^atohes, the renewal of supplies, or for remforfiements 
in ease of need ? The last, it is to be hap&Af we shall 
not require. Freshi mipplftiS fmm the coast we certainly 
shall want, unless enoti^iL are taken in the jSrst instance 
to last the whole cajjipalg^, But M we haTe not the 
remotest idea how long the campaga- itself wiH we 
ca»ft0t^^ ifciq^uanti of proTisidBS WOwM he reqim^d. 
Mot cm we de]^d npm th$^ e<«inti^ itself tibat Meli 
is certain, W# iSiUst, thi^efcit^^ lor thk i^ason only, 
presfenre soaxe m^tj^ of cosnnunieati^ii with 'itt -eosiBt. 
So, also, for t^e Conveyance of despatches. It has bcCtt 
suggested that we should have a line of telegraph laid 
down in the track of the army ; but although the abun- 
dance of trees offers every advantage for the purpose, 
yet the inhabitants would assuredly destroy it imme- 
diately. We must depend upon messengers, and these 
would require a large escort for their safe passage. So 
we shall be compelled to leave a force at different points 
on the route, by means of which the road may be kept 
open. The most likely places for such detachments 
would be Halai, Adowa, and some spot on the Tecazsje* 
But what force would be required at each place to guard 
jigainst attack ? A thousand I do not think would suffice, 
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mj time art&y ol iO^Oil) ; md^ mtm&^u^ug Eti- 
tc^p^n iuperiority, with twea% to cjqb 1h$ i^s would 
jsessli^avily agaiflsim m<iaimflt r©to 
thto tliial a large poftjott of oni* artny is at 
#aw% ta^!^ jljr liia isafe at keeping open cmiM^ 
eatiQa ^ii Hue ijoait 

Another objecHon tb the rotite, and 6nS deserving our 
serious consideration, is the following : — There is, as I 
have already remarked, a dreadful possibility, which, 
however heart-chilling the very thought of it may be to 
us, we are nevertheless imperatively bound not to close 
our eyes to, that Theodore, in a fit of rage and de- 
speration, may, on hearing of our having entered his 
country for the purpose of attacking him, give the order 
to have all the Europeans in his possession mercilessly 
slaughtered. In view of this awful contingency, it is 
highly de&irable that no efforts should be lost by means 
of parley pt negotiation to obtain the liberation of our 
countrymen before we adopt any stronger measures. 
Now> Massowah is by no means the place from which 
negotiations can be made. The distance h W gJPea^t 
fe0mTtoodjM?e% temtorj,aiid the Awa of asprnmum- 
cation, Ibeing tlirougli aii adverse country, so uucertam, 
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that the only time allowed foir the expedition, to act with 
safety m (Beceinber to May) might in this manner be 
frittered away, and nothiirg he done m the end. And 
if^we enter Ala^^inia in this direction with the idea of 
getting nearer to Theodore before making the propmi- 
iions we may have to make, we m^y 1^ met on the way 
by the news that the objects of our soliatiide are m 
more* Bq- wxfi^l&ig Had teaiafeloiaSr is ^TMod^re to the 
right he meaintainig m&s t3i© ^hole of 4l>yiNro&» feat 
If we wfy reaek with our army ike ttm^m t'^g^ of 
Halai, he wH l^k^ tMg as an invasioji of his territory, 
^ and act nicod^^ingly-, Dur object, tKerefee, sl^uld be 
to get te that portion of the Abyssinian froirfer which, 
is nearest to his capital, and from which communica- 
tions can the most easily be made. Now, there is only 
one spot where it can be done ; and, by what may be 
regarded as a fortunate concurrence of circumstances, 
this happens to be on one of the two high roads to 
Abyssinia. Massowah is the main approach to Abys- 
sinia on the east, Matammah on the north; and the 
last is, in my opinion, the road, and only road, by which 
we should approach Theodore. From the frontier 
near Matammah a messenger can reach Theodore at 
Debra Tabor in five days, and would pass through terri- 
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from Ma^Qwa^ s messenger could sol do il Sit t^fesn 
ftteiSj mi thm ^mM to thp of 
Jill tli# Masto^emt <iiie&. i^ol oiify so: i>p iJii^ of 
mg(M^m ^hm&ot^ miglit approadb. to within a few 
miles of Mn &>ntier in iias dir60tio% mi: &ttt reiidec 
parley more easy ; but he cannot sia^ at In tli^g 
tectibn of Hassowah, by reason of the rebel chiefs. I 
think, therefore, that Matammah is the safest and best 
spot whence these preliminary negotiations can be di- 
rected. They may possibly lead to the release of the 
prisoners without a blow being struck; but if not, we 
shall be enabled to say that we have done our best, and 
that their blood, if it be shed, will rest on the head of 
the despot alone. 

But, quite apart from these considerations, the Ma- 
tammah route has in itself many other advantages over 
all the others, as I will endeavour to make clear. 
There are two routes by which Matammali C^. be ap- 
proached from the Red Sea : one by way of Massowah, 
Keren in Bogos, Kassala and Gedarif ; the second from 
Soua3£im 4irect to Kassala and Ged^rif, Of theae two, 
I thinife 0» irhole &e ^eoad M pij^fejaHe^ m h$m$ 
the most direct, and rmmmg through an open plain 
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country, well adapted for tlie marcli of an anajy where- 
as the oiheT, at tlie beginning of the route, naiiiely, 
from Massowat to Eassala, is mountainous, and conse- 
(jueHliy ro%|i« It is somewhat pleasanter, liowefer, 
not being so liot, and passio^ iSirougb fitit© ^cienejy, and 
s6 ma J be adopted by those on the ^pedi^on lylu^ 
presenee h not Absolutely required in lb© fttm^---tbe 
geograpMoal attd seientific portion, l5r itslaiiiet, if sueb 
fee #tta.x5lied. 

There have been many objections made to the Soua- 
kim road, and these it may be as well to dispose of 
first. The principal and most obvious one, and the one 
which I am afraid has caused it to be put altogether 
aside, is its distance from the scene of operations. Now, 
if it be assumed (and this, I believe, is the prevalent 
idea) that the Abyssinian question is to be settled at 
Magdala, I will admit that the length of the journey 
is a potent objection, though even then not sufficient 
to throw in the shade the other positive and striking 
advantages distiuguishing it. But I have already ex- 
pressed my opinion — it amounts in this case almost to a 
moral certainty — that Theodore will not make his stand 
at MjSkgdahf and that his native province of Kuara is 
the part to which he is most likely ultimately to retire. 
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BhotlM my view be correct, tlie objection on tliB ground 
of distance is quite done away with; for, considering 
the sinuosities of the Massowah route compared with 
the straight course of the Souakim, there would be 
little to choose between them. Both roads to the 
centre of the province of Kuara would be about 600 
miles. But here another point must be taken into con- 
sideration, and that is the time wliich would be taken 
in the two journeys respectively. I have before stated 
my opinion, grounded on the marches of our troops in 
India, that ten miles will be the limit of the army's 
march per diem. The consequence is, that if Theodore 
should withdraw into Kuaria, the march from the comt 
into that district will occupy two months — rather a 
serions affair for an army. Now let us take the Soua- 
Mm i:<^fi4* Hera we have an uninterrupted plain path 
mMk iM>t It ^l^tscy hill of imp©r^60 tjj© 
way firoia ion^Mia W M^^m&m&% ; mi !f im nMm % 
m^&iE^ m Sb day's work in Afep^tiia, miles U 
mrelj not too t %ar© lo be attaclied to the road 
now proposed, Bfea&ctoing the distance> thereforej as 
600 miles to Emra, the whole jonrney may be aceom- 
plisbed in forty days, two-tMrds only of what that vil 
Massowah would rss^uare. That my calenlation is an 
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«fc0j^i^i& mm X^^jdA seek to ^laMiA % calling 

letter td Ihe f^imes thiat experienced timelier says, that 
the army of Giafifer Pasha, sent into the Soudan in 
1865, took just twenty days of slow marching in the 
journey from Souakim to Kassala. A glance at the 
map will show at once that Kassala is exactly half way 
to Kuara ; consequently the remaining portion of the 
road, even allowing for a little roughness from Ma- 
tammah to that province, need not take more than 
twenty to twenty-five days. So much for the objection 
on the score of distance. 

The second objection to the Souakim route is its un- 
iipalthiness. Now, I believe this ppiat has been unduly 
jaa^nified. The first part gi the |ourney from Souakim 
to near Kassala is by no means unhealthy, the road" 
lying through a tract perfectly dry, and being totally 
iwB itom the imk^ mskA^m^B^smig Y^etatioii 
whMi m&rlm 3«alM^ fk& tm^ m m 
'^M^mms^^ The l$M0r }mlli M tha waiB^ therefore, is 
the ^agerous part ; and "^Mx^ is estimstted 
in the conntry as » BmrMf$^ mmd would very well 
be accomplished in twelve days by the army* If proper 
^atot^ ^eeautions are taken, disea^ may be warded 
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offl It mmt ye wmBtabBmd also ttat itili^nffiftteiit 
fever, whicli is the disease, and only one, to be feared, 
is not at all dangerous, and disappears immediately the 
Abyssinian highlands are reached. 

Another objection raised to this rente is the alleged 
want of water from Sonakim to near Kassala. I admit 
that for a space of six months there is drought along 
this road, but when we bear in mind that our army will 
have to pass it soon after the rainy season, the objection 
is answered. It is well known that a branch of the 
Atbara has a course in the rainy season half way from 
Kassala to Souakim, and bemg then swallowed up by 
the sands, the water is still attainable by digging for 
almost the whole of the remaining distance* Dr. Beke 
mentions some French t?ayellers who really saw the 
branch stream, at th^t season disembogue into the Bed 
Sea* Admitting, however, that this is not an annual 
phenomenon, sinking of a well here md. tliere through a 
few feet sand will eerl^inly h& no gimt task on the 
eHpneeding #ill of tibe sftpfpers mB^ mitm^^ ^wkhsh 
difepartmsnl fim mm^ olhst reasoiis wiU have to la 
w&H represented in the mmj. Taking even the 
worst aspeet of the case, that water Hinst be earned, ft 
few hundred mom eaniefe would obviate ever^ difficulty* 
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Saeti are my replies Wtim ©IjjMfciK to thin mtsM. I 
will point out its supearocMsaJ^^ 

l&ef §m% Gi lli^sfe— and it m me of bv^rwhelming 
impottanee — h tliat only half tlie force proposed, 6000 
instead of 12,000 men, would be requisite if Theodore's 
dominions are reached in this way. The Egyptian go- 
vernment being peculiarly interested in the weakening of 
Abyssinia, we may reasonably expect that the whole of 
the tribes on the route subject to that power, and which 
extend as far as Wekhni, the first village of Abyssinia, 
would be perfectly friendly, and render us every assist- 
ance in their power, so that there would not be the 
slightest ocpasioft to Imif^ my troops on the way to ke^p 
open the communication with Souakim, and thus our 
whole force might be employed for the object w© have 
in view. Th^t. 6000 li^on ^^e quite sufficient to edtiqaet 
Theoiore^ wera hf ^jiough to ^^g# 01^ ttQi>|^j^ 

should 3aot^ after leaving a suffideBt series of fortified 
posts in &m rear to keep the road opea^ im^ tmMf 
more tlmn that number at our disposal f&t Ijaittle. If, 
therefore^ we cm adopt a route that will enable m to 
dkfQm^ with tiba Sotm necessary to ensure our sa;]^pll&g 

T 
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reaching us through an adverse country, what an im- 
mense saving of life and treasure would be gained ! 

By the Souakim route, moreover, the project for a 
line of telegraph could be carried out with the greatest 
ease, and if carefully put up might possibly find a 
purchaser in the Egyptian government afterwards. 

The second advantage is, that every means of trans- 
port would be abundantly furnished us. An order 
from the viceroy (if not the simple desire of gain) 
would place at our disposal 2000 or more camels, 
brought together from the vast camel-breeding districts 
of Berber, Khartoum, and Kassala. These animals 
traverse the whole road from Souakim right to Wekhni, 
Theodore's first village, a fact which I myself caai 
triisyiss fe?^ tibyey having accompanied me m far m 

fmm^: aat^fi^^»|iiig §m, t(m^mm of ^ my 
it loj^l fee dom^ Mm m^mm^g ^ ihB 
witlmi Bk circuit of fifty iniles round Lake TsaB% would 
be easily a;vailable to this animal. The reason fibe 
eftmel is not used in this portion of Abyssinia is owing 
more to the coolness of the t3Hni^ to anyl^if 
else ; but this would be litfle ielt during a campaign 
of Sk f^i3aon#% in ih^ dry season (Hovemb^ to 
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Jtffie). WmmtBT Ih:© e^dlj^ whmk h fokBi. to 
the plough in Egypt, and to artillery in Inih, eonld Im 
easily employed to tE# Wter purpose, if required^ twM 
SouaMin to Matammah. l^mm Matammah to Tehelga 
the road is too rough to allow of a wheel being run oter 
it, but the camel carries often from 5 cwt. to 6 cwt., 
and would easily serve to transport our guns when, 
taken out of their carriages. Two mountain guns are 
a light weight for a camel. 

Then, again, Matammah is the principal market on the 
whole of the Abyssinian frontier for horses, mules, and 
donkeys. If a person of some discretion had been 
sent forward as soon as the time allowed in our ulti- 
matum had expired, he might have bought up any 
number, provided, at least, that the object for which 
they were intended was not allowed to transpire, other- 
wise Theodore would stop tlie export. A number of 
Arabs would therefore have been the most likely persons 
to employ for this purpose. 

A third advantage is, that our army could be victualled 
from, iim ^OWtey itsali^ instead of being d^©iid@nt Jew 
gtrpplies on lndh m^Mn$hn^^ The 4oifli^^^ 

eaifele^lreediBg djstm^^ m tibe MMmm and Bhie 
Mle will sappif any amount of provisims, if our mes- 



sengers are despatched in tim^ to Kassa!% OieiW^ 
Meselemieh, and Ifliartonm, to lay up stc^eS for 
Cattle, sheep, and goats are abundant here, and the 
country yields plentiful crops of doura (millet), wheat, 
peas, and beans. The difference in expense in this 
item of the commissariat alone would be immense, 
compared with the course of supplying the army from 
India. 

These are the advantages which recommend the 
Souakim route above all others. The army should 
land about the beginning of October, reaching the 
Abyssinian frontier in the. middle of November, but 
f j^ODi the state of the preparations now being made we 
c^not.hopato see General Napier in full activity till some 
two months later. As I have said above, before pioeeeding 
on to W^hi4 it m>uld be m weH to ^m- Thm^& 
nja^t? #^HCt6% mi vSBim^xm dbsototalf fejgulping ihe 
lilbemttoa of ^af if^i mi^ mMf^mB^iBn tm 
^kmx detention as ixm^ M-teifted fit* What m to 
be it is liard to say, far TheodOTe must be pretty nearly 
bankrupt rtow^-^ids dollars will be scarce* His ^at 
itaieptx)r, Bdomonj, once said^ it was wrcnig to take a 
man's bed from liiider him if he eooldn^ pay his debtS;^ 
but om really d^es siot see whM w^ tm pet eat of 
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Stepi&r^ moeipt his tfetial?^!^^^ U^irit^*, m Mb spies, 
WMek may expect to .tafc#^ Uf pti tht tmS^i will by 
thai tfinB lii^^a is^ia5^ lilffi 0f crar Misygiiiaal^^ Itit^ 
giTeDi Mm all pattictilars as to tlie sfrengtli and re- 
sources of our army, lie may possibly reconsider the 
matter, and so, at the eleventh hour, set the Europeans 
at liberty ; and, perhaps, we shall be too glad to get 
these sixty-two poor captives safe out of his clutches to 
think about the compensation. 

Pending a reply to our message, w^hich might require 
ten days to reach us, it would not be advisable for our 
army to rest at Matamma, owing to its unhealthiness. 
Proceeding at once on to the healthy highlands, some 
two days' journey in advance, tliere would be nothiiig 
to fear. So loBg US we do not enter Wekhni, we cannot 
be said to have really invaded the country^ which it 
wjoaldnotbe adyisable to do before receiving a reply 
to our message. About half-way from MOfta^ixtrng^h to 
Wekhni, an admirable spot for campjig^^round, secure, 
Imdihj^ and witli ft supply of wat^y^ Haay be foujid, 
TMb k B mm pl^i% akm^ ^ lepl© 0$ t#o 

iti iteia^lij Ii#wa^ T}f ikB m mmMMm^ mB^ 

Ipmg cm tte mmi. tmd from ^ia»i3a^ 1^ ^JWijoi, 
Through the plain course seraral smaU rivulets of 
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pure cold M^ater, nourisliing sufficient timber to answer 
tlie purpose of fuel. If Theodore's reply should be 
adverse, five days would suffice to reach Tchelga, 
the first place of any importance after Wekhni, 
whence the army could proceed with its manoBuvres in 
accordance with the course adopted by the king. From 
Tchelga, the whole of Theodore's dominions (except 
Kuara) may be traversed by the roads which he him- 
self has constructed ; and, if our stay should be pro- 
IdBged^ the plains arouwd Lake Tsana, which fotm tiie 
granary of Abyssinia, cm fee odqaipieii sown — per- 
haps, after all, the best meaof of Tbi&^fig Theodore to 
his seEi^;. 

dore's t^rritoi^ m the Bi^a^ % mt^m mx ol^e^l, ^wfll 
e^aateally fes 0m "whhh 1^ ^all have to have 
^e©0it»s© i% mi^ so might m well be ad^^ted imme- 
diatefy on our eittefrng the eoiiBtry . If Theodore retires 
1^ I think he will do) to tite toJkiiown wilds to the 
west or souths it would he useless to attempt to drag an 
aray him thro^h mmMmirpm^ or low, 

unhealii^ii^s jm§ht ^ ^ m0mmis of 
light caTaljef WM deWbed &r the pimr^i% ia^ey would 
MmA Iba mBmf mme than a mafcch for ihm^^ im Iha^ 
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mf0 mi ImM&T Impmmem. ta 11$ -wotW than tli© JJbps^ 
myioii. Tkm ihmk h ^ Ht© tisi: of getting 0131 ft 

to put US in &ii p^iticm* fld mil teM mimlji^ €^ 
Ms (^iL g^im 10 otir damp, who will repeal that he is 
itt Meh and snch a place ; and, the saaae story being 
repeated by a hundred different messengers, we may be 
inclined to believe it, and act accordingly, when, per- 
haps, we shall find, after a fatiguing march of some 
weeks, that the whole affair has been a stratagem of 
Theodore's, He is even cajpahle of coming himself to 
tell us where he is, and though he were recognised by 
Abyssinians in our army, not one would probably dare 
to identify him, such is the terror in which he is held 
by those of his own nation ; and on his return he would 
drop us a polite note, thanking us for the kind treat- 
ment he had received at our hands. Considering, there- 
fore, the difficulty of catching him, I do jiot think it 
would be wise to march our army, or even a portion of 
it^ through the fever-stricken lowlands of Knara^. when, 
by oecjtipyinf the healthy plains round Tsaaa, we em 
mmm^^ oar pmpom nmih Wisf ^ 

down at Bebra ft glaj^ 1^ indiMae m Imm 

the peasantry to return and miltivatfe Ihm fields, the 
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fartJtee of wlifck^ e&tstie, will Bti|p)*l §i$ 

army ? if TkmimtB ridbxm his territory at all, this 
will it ctw:^ lolWifi^^ 

dear when it is acffisiligr^ thdA m not in this 
way endanger tlia liwm of fttr <scmaia?yto^^^^ to fee 
extent we should 1*^^ %h& other adopted, I 

am inclined to think the king will not immediately 
sacrifice his prisoners, even though we enter his country, 
but that he will take them with him wherever he may 
retire to. Should he, however, find himself hotly pur- 
sued by our troops, I am afraid he would immediately do 
away with the poor prisoners, whose presence in his com- 
pany would only serve to betray him wherever he went. 

On the whole, therefore, I am inclined to think that, 
if our simple object be the liberation of the captives, 
our endeavour should be : 

1st. To get to that portion of Theodore's fronti^t 
which is nearest to his capital^ for the purpose of nego- 
tiation. This m Matammah. 

2md^ Ttmm negotiations failing, to march at onee 
upon his capital. 

3rd. In the-^enjL^f his retiring^ to ocmpy his capital 
and the rich corn-growing and eattie-breeding districts 
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on the shores of Lake Tsaaa, giTing Mas afc ^le sams 
time to mndetst^ fct they shall Ibe teslca^ to him 
on the Hbaratioa ^ lMr 

¥othitif haa l^mm mM ^mit €0^i3feaia1i^ hee^aji© 
the only ade9[uate compansaSlooa w mn hate the 
expeuse md Im^ of life whirfi the expedition will 
entail, wonM fee the permanent occupation of the 
whole of Abyssinia. In the event of Theodore's 
taking the lives of the captives, and also eluding our 
efforts to catch and punish him, it would then be for 
the British Government and nation to decide what 
should be done. Our Government has already declared 
its policy for the future as being, to " withdraw as much 
as possible from Abyssinian engagements, Abyssinian 
alliances, and British interference in Abyssinia but it 
is a great question whether, before this Abyssinian affair 
is settled, it may not have to adopt a very different 
policy* Events may take such a turn as to necessarily 
imply an occupation for months, or even years, and then 
the question may come to be discussed as to whether 
Abyssinia itself should not be annexed to our dominions 
in th^ Mmty as our only amends for the trouble and 
expense we should ikan tef © incurred. The general 
impression at present is that Abyssinia is a Gonntry 
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Ihis iiffl. mA i^ tkm fey Eiijojpaii mBtxx- 
hevB of l3ie es:peiition imm^diaMf tfae Abyssinian 
highlands are reached. The first impression of our 
countrymen on attaining the high plateau will be one 
of astonishment and delight. So prevalent is the idea 
that the whole of Central Africa is either a sandy waste 
or a wilderness of jungle, that our troops themselves 
will scarcely be open to any other view until their own 
experience convinces them of the immense mistake. 
The inconveniences they will have to put up with on 
the hot burning coast, and on the first portion of the 
march, will if anything tend to confirm their prejudices ; 
so that their wonder will be so much the greater^ when, 
passing through the purgatory (not to use a worse term) 
of the lowlands, they emerge into the paradisQ aboTe,. 
They will then find that this Africa, whose very n$jm^ 
is a synonym for barrenness and malaria^ really 
senses wthin its broad surface traete of feeWiiy^ ^ 
feptii%3t 4iid Qi hmlihm^BB ^(mMmi^ mMM m 
distmts iff ^ 1* ^limmSifl mBm m llt^ MmM Old 
Wm can Sttpass. Nor will tto impireafea be 
eeive^i tiii^m ^c^b; tbrougli them, it will be ulti- 
mately felt by ike BnU&h nation. 
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at "flae Kisbnesft ttf t&e ©C0»a.tr5r «iU fee qM of somw, 
approaeiimg to disgnsi^ la see tHs ^fe fpn^ji of Q^'s 
easilt oeetfied by a mee ivho are feHnA to Itli value, and 
hai?e not enough sense to make vm of <h# natural 
riches lying almost at their very doors. As the intel- 
ligent British soldier picks up on his march specimens 
of coal and ironstone, or takes his noon-day rest beneath 
some giant tree of the forest, he will see in this country 
a field for future colonization, and he will hardly fail to 
convey his impressions on friends at home, many of 
whom find it a life's struggle to get their daily bread. 
A country that, between its high mountain plateaux 
and low-lying valleys, is capable of yielding all the 
productions of temperate and tropical lands, and which 
is at the same time thinly populated by a race destii!^, 
&fj^&xmi^f, to .^terminate itself, must offer immense 
advantaf _tci to lettler. 

Thai ©lOnq^^esI colcmiasation would have been the 
l>olicy adopted by ui&i a cas© like this one hundred or 
even fifty years sin^ mbodf can doubt j but the 
impression now is> ^ tta ia? log Hsh coatiuests 
is gone by. Btti^ thoiigh to ge&esal wisdom of tSiis 
poliey may not be called in question, ought we not to 
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make an exception in a case of tlife Hnd ? Here we 
hme one of tlje rieii^t mA most fertile provinces on 
tfee fece of the globe, in every waj adapted, hf ib© 
O9sil»0ss of Ike eiimate and #0 reading of approach 
feoan iiie sea, for the purpose of Bnsopean colonizafJon 
eniiei|)rise ; tihe h^j^. on© might almost say, by 
reason of ite h^lMness* to Ihe magnificent late €iSt 
irxets of iDietttral AMca; mid tMs eotiatrrjr is bcctipfed 
by a set of people not very far removed from savages, 
who, by the ill-treatment of onr countrymen, have, 
necessitated an expedition, the cost of which will be 
felt for years by the British nation. In these circum- 
stances, should we not be justified in holding the 
country permanently,' in order that by that means we 
may have some amends for the trouble at which we 
have been? Surely, no European nation w^ould call 
in question our right. Indeed, so far from this being 
the case, other nations will probably think the less of 
us if we do not do so. Had " la grande nation" such a 
splendid opportunity, they would assuredly not let it 
slip through their, iijig^rs, judging from their policy 
with regard to a com|i&rftti?ely barren. Algeria^ And 
m im Im^k^y and Egyf tj^ ^"^^ fc)t centmrias made 
a claiiEi upon Aby^im% this claim has never beea 
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reeopitsed % EuTope, no iniore Itan it lias hsd any 
|e»B^tiQ® ,iii Jostieeu And yet Egypt is so tsjnviiiced 
id tlie impoitaiice of Abyssinia, tfe&l' sli© would probably 
willingly pay all the expenses of cm expedition if we 
would aHow bet to annex it. 

But as the public mind is not at present prepared for 
a policy of this kind, we may conclude that, if our 
object in the liberation of our countrymen be im- 
mediately attained, we shall at once retire from the 
country, and leave it to its fate. That amount of 
protection which, as a powerful Christian nation towards 
a weaker one, we have hitherto given to Abyssinia, will 
then be almost certainly withdj^wn* and fi^om whatever 
quarter her future enemies may come, she need not 
look to us for assistance against them. The principal 
enemies of Christian Abyssinia are the Egyptians on 
the Wit^ and the Gallas oJi the south. Both, of these 
are liCotemlaediij% mi both h&W h^m slowi^ but 
SteadEy progressing^^ eaei In &Wi diretjfei iiatil 
the distance whi^ sejpaf«;^ 1k^m 'm ns^w> In the Wioilo 
G^las round IfagdalUr emd AMh inhm m the Atbara, 
little more than 150 miles. The withdrawal of our 
sjm^athy and the possible weakening of the country 
conse^ent on our invaii#i will no doubt give &e^ 
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inapfe© l«> Ifca ^gg^g^oaf af Irotii these sad 
#0 iWgsoll wiE. te% miieis European power 
m ^ ^flsffse of a few fmrn m mMf ImtoM 
imh exelxaiiging tlieii^ "^^sikmM^ m tke 
Bhmm of iLtalke^ !I?»iiit^ laid rejoicing OYer tl^e mkm 
«ff Clhrfstlaii Abyssinia- We skmM tbea see tcait 
of the present generati<aL <sf Abyssinians, instead of 
wielding tlie spear and sword of their fathers, carrying 
the long shihouTc at the heels of the Moslem merchant of 
Cairo and Stamboul, while the copper-colonred daughters 
of Makada, instead of bearing sturdy warriors to their 
lords, would grace the harems of the Turk. This 
result would not, it is true, be brought about without a 
sea of blood having first been shed, for Abyssinia, whose 
children are at least brave, would not tamely submit to 
the conqueror. But, although their resistance might 
defer for a while their entire subjection, Egypt, with all 
the advantages which European war-appliances and 
discipline would give her, must eventually triumph. 

The last chance which Abyssittfer liad of maintaining 
ter independence was in her acceptance of Theodore ; 
i&ttd ia rel^eting him she has rejected hm only savioiu% 
He titttorsiood sitea€o%Jty; ib# ffi &emi^ty 
powei; of Mb owa will he possessed what would meet it; 
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hxA the elements of discord were im gm&i m the natioii 
to allow of wnion, and so lie failed. Strengiih of will 
blinded his reason, otherwise he might have seen that 
Mahesh could never be united. Habesh means a mht%mi 
and is applied to the variety of races of which the 
nation is composed, and in this very variety ^cm^ste its 
weittoess* !Elie fQSSDtt U not yet completei^ if ft mm 
will' be, the Atthar% the 0all«s tbe Bhm- 

gaBa, tbe Jew, an^ the Amb ;pre|erve to a oa?tain 
extent their' identity, and though united into one ap- 
parent nation, it is simply by mixture, like that of 
several powders in which the grains remain intact, and 
not like the complete union of two or more liquids. 

It has been said above that the absorption of Abys- 
sinia by Egypt, and the triumph of Mohammedanism 
over this last remnant of Christian power in Africa, will 
inevitably be the result of our determination not to 
interfere further in the affairs of that country, if no 
other JEJuroj^rt power intervene. But is there no other 
nation of Europe who will extend the fegis of its pro- 
tection OV^er thfe Ghristians of Habesh ? Assuredly there 
is, Tk&^ sam0 pmm that has stood forward as the 
protectca? of 1^ IC^sonites of Mount Lebanon will not 
refuse its support to the Ohristiaus of Ethiopia, This 
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power is France. We would not iogmatioaE j aiiirt 
tliat Fftpoleon has at present mj definite design of 
oemtf^iikg A%s8ini% Tbut there is no doubt but that 
mmf Frenchmen^ e^d^^ lanou^t %b 

cler^> mmM ur^e mot eonrse on tbe French gotern* 
mm% ^^0mi f^cuse Sm mar0,g il ocfcl wem fQimi, 
And wihai bete' one emsH 1^ willed Umi #e ap- 
proaching closing in m Aby^iisia ol tlose Arab und 
Mia IColtaiatoeto^^ wis© already stofrouSid' It m all 
sides? The cry would then be raised tbat Christi- 
anity and humanity alike demand the rescue of a 
Christian nation from threatened destruction by fanatic 
and slave-dealing Moslems. And there is little doubt 
but that " the Eldest Son of the Church " would listen 
to an appeal of this kind when made in favour of a 
country that is key number two to that Eed Sea 
which is the Englisbman's high road to the East. 
Apart from this there is enougli in the physical advan- 
tages of this African Switzerland to make interference 
tesa^Jatigj^ and we must not suppose that the shameful 
ignorance which prevails in £[ngland with regard to 
Abyssinia is shared to &e^»^^tot % our n 
over th^ CliTOfelt Wm mm^ Btagllstefta 
testant wbo have visited Abyssinia tbere have been ten 
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Frenchmen and Koman Catholics, and the works of 
travel which have been written on this subject in 
French are far more numerous, if not more trustworthy, 
than, those which we possess. The French nation and 
Government therefore have formed a far juster estimate 
of the value of Abyssinia than we have ; and should 
FriyQce ever have the incentive which before this 
Abyssinian Question " is settled England may possess, 
we may be assured she wfll not have any scruples as to 
h&t day for conquest having gone by. 
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